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Editorial
All good things
come to an end.
And this is the end
of the road for me
as far as editing
Pennine Link is
concerned. And

what a road! I started in mid-1995 when
we had just had our first bid to the
Millennium Commission turned down -
and the Rochdale bid looked like suc-
ceeding! I had just started a group,
comprising local authority engineers, to
begin the systematic financial assessment
of all the remaining blockages on the
canal. The Diggle railway station was,
even then, a possibility - and that’s all it is,
still. David Sumner, our Chairman,
finished his column with “The granting of
a Millennium commission award in 1996
would reward us all and re-open the
Canal by 2001, which no one in authority
dreamed possible when we were born in
1974”. How accurate he was.

On the editorial side I promised a
Womens’ Page - it didn’t work very well
but I have to thank my wife, Anne, and
remind you of the 40 episodes of The
Wife’s Tale she wrote over 10 years, as
well as typing most of all the Plinks I have
edited.

Other newish features were restoration
stories, more about boating, biographies,
better restoration maps. I did try ecologi-
cal items and failed miserably! And who
can forget the enormous contribution
John Harwood has made with the regular
crossword, canal journeys, canal histories,
technical articles, etc. My thanks again,
John.

I obviously cannot thank all my contribu-
tors personally but I must, of course,
thank Bob Gough, the assistant editor
(who is now also office manager to add to
his earlier title of OM (one-man) technical
section!). Bob’s help and his encourage-
ment, coupled with his extensive techni-
cal and artistic expertise, have been the
main reasons for our continuing success,
being acknowledged as the country’s
leading canal society magazine. Long may
he continue in his work.

What of the future? My frequent pleas for
somebody to take on the editorship
eventually reached two pairs of ears. After
discussion the new editor will be BRIAN
MINOR, the Society’s Festivals Officer,
who has been around for a long time and
has worked for the Society in many
differing roles. He will be ably assisted by
MARTIN CLARKE, a Society member who
is much better known as the mastermind
behind www.penninewaterways.co.uk the
best local canal website by far. Martin will,
I hope, become “deputy editor” when he
gets into his stride. I wish them both a
whole shelf full of new ideas (and con-
tributors!)

That’s about it. The canal is open, on
time, and the Society can look forward to
changing from restoration to operation,
maintenance and BOATING. Already
there are boats passing through Uppermill
on a daily basis and the Visitor Centre is
attracting large crowds. I look forward to
working on the dredger and also main-
taining  the Saddleworth length. See you
there. Cheerio.

Ken Wright
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Chairman’s Annual Report
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Trevor Ellis dubbed
our project the
Impossible Restora-
tion.  And this has
been retitiled the
“Impossible
Dream” by the

producer, Ken Stephinson, film shown on
BBC2 television on 18th May 2001.
However, on April 19th 1974, eleven
committee members of the recently
formed Huddersfield Canal Society had
different ideas.  Under the chairmanship
of John Maynard, the Society discussed
and agreed upon a strategy and I quote:

“ (i) Ensuring that no further seriously
detrimental works occur on the Hudders-
field Narrow Canal. (Such as the cascading
of Diggle Locks under the Tame Valley
Improvement Scheme)

(ii) The commissioning of a feasibility study,
leading to the line being surveyed by a
qualified Civil Engineer to propose a
detailed estimate of the costs of
restoration.”

The above was reported in Issue number
one of Pennine Link dated 31st May 1974.
The current Issue (137), edited by Ken
Wright, is to commemorate  the re-
opening of the canal twenty seven years
later.

It is worth reminding ourselves of the
enormity of the task facing the early
pioneers.  Bob Dewey, Hon. Secretary,
reported in the same Issue number one:

“The big problems for the re-opening of
this canal to through navigation are caused
by a mere 1½ miles of the canal (it is 20
miles long in total) as they have been filled
in, landscaped and even built on.  The first

is in Huddersfield, where three sections
have been sold and culverted for industrial
use.  Secondly, a length of canal at
Slaithwaite has been filled in and now
landscaped.  More seriously, a longer
stretch in Stalybridge has ‘disappeared’
(culverted) under a large car park and now
factories.  Here, an alternative to uproot-
ing the new works might be to divert the
canal into the adjacent river.

“These are severe difficulties indeed, but
are not insurmountable given public
support and financial help from grant-
giving bodies.  The existence of the
Huddersfield Canal Society can give
impetus for (sic) full restoration - but it is
up to all of us to publicise it and to make
authorities realise that restoration propos-
als are to be taken seriously.”

Early efforts followed a well-known
pattern.  We undertook ‘clean-ups’,
lobbied local authorities, kept a watch to
prevent further ‘official vandalism’ and set
up a study group to look into the feasibil-
ity and costs of re-opening.

It was twenty years ago when restoration
proper commenced in Saddleworth.
With tacit approval from British Water-
ways, following a public meeting,
Anthony Burton ceremoniously broke
open the concrete capping to
Dungebooth Lock.  Three years later, a
demonstration section of canal was open.
Private sector support enabled the
Uppermill stretch to be completed and
the rest is history!  HCS set up job crea-
tion schemes, Greater Manchester Coun-
cil bequeathed €1.2 million and the local
authorities were finally convinced that it
could be done.  The Society’s balance
sheet at the end of 2000 was over
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€500,000 represented largely by invest-
ments and cash in bank and in hand.  We
still have a cash/investment balance of
€393,000 excluding committed expendi-
ture for the new water taxi, bridge
number plates, % for Arts and a provision
for a new amenity block at Marsden.

So, can we be proud of our achieve-
ments?  At the many opening ceremonies
on the canal since the section from
Stalybridge to Uppermill was opened on
the 9th April this year, much praise has
been heaped upon the Society by all our
partners.  On the 1st May we cruised up
into Stalybridge with Tameside Council-
lors.  In the afternoon, in the presence of
the then Mayor Councillor Ann Denham’s
own boat, we cruised under Bates and
Sellers, on the most expensive stretch of
restored canal in the UK.

The Millennium Commission were
generous too.  Judith Donovan - a York-
shire lass and a Commissioner - made it
clear that without us the canal would not
be restored and that this project is an
example of how best millennium funds
can be spent for the benefit of the com-
munity.

The High Street opening in Uppermill on
18th May was a jolly affair and particularly
rewarding for us all as this pretty section
of canal  was where we began our cam-
paign proper.  The Uppermill stretch
perfectly demonstrates the rural regenera-
tive effects of restoration - and we started
it!

When Dr George Greener, Chairman of
British Waterways, cut the ribbon into
Standedge Tunnel on May 25th, he
reminded everyone of the debt due to
HCS.

The celebrations over the May Bank
Holiday weekend in Stalybridge were
orchestrated by Tameside MBC to
celebrate the renaissance of Stalybridge.
Nowhere in the Country can a town boast
such a change in its fortunes led by the
canal restoration.  Councillor Roy Oldham
duly recognised this in his celebratory
speeches and the crowds on Monday 28th

centred around the canal were
phenomenal.

Prior to all this on 18th May, ‘The Impossi-
ble Dream’ was broadcast on BBC2.
This 30 minute film was an edited version
of the film recording restoration and
commissioned by the Canal Company.  It
is fitting to record our grateful thanks to
Alan Stopher, Project Director, and a HCS
member.  Alan’s efforts ensured a smooth
ride for all the partners in its dealings with
the Commission and English Partnerships
until British Waterways assumed the lead
role in the latter months of restoration.
We wish Alan well in his new post with
Tameside MBC.

Members of the Society will wish to join
me in thanking officers of the local
authorities and of British Waterways for
the way in which they have enthusiasti-
cally and professionally supported our
aims and supervised the last great push.
It is particularly pleasing to see the senior
officers of Tameside and Kirklees at the
opening celebrations who were ‘in at the
start’.  Our colleagues in BW, Kirklees,
Oldham and Tameside are largely plan-
ners and engineers.  Both professions
receive much criticism for redesigning our
built environment.  I believe that on the
Huddersfield Narrow solutions have been
found that not only were cost effective
and to budget, but have improved the
canal.  Innovative engineering solutions
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will prove new challenges to the boating
fraternity.  Refinements will follow, but the
basic ‘hardware’ is in place.

The future.  On 20th June we celebrate
the opening of the canal in Oldham with
Oldham MBC.  A new fanfare and March
“Standedge” will be played at a concert at
the Civic Hall.  Kirklees are to celebrate
the new canal later in the summer and we
await details of the ‘official’ opening of
the whole canal.

We shall celebrate over the weekend of
21st July.  Invitations will be sent to all
HCS members to join me at Marsden at
the Standedge Visitor Centre.  We shall
arrange transport for members to visit the
whole canal.  Trips into the tunnel will be
available exclusively for members and a
barbecue and buffet using the whole site
at Marsden will be for members and our
guests.  I particularly want to thank
partners and supporters of those members
who tirelessly, for over twenty five years,
have made our dream come true.

Now the Society is to change focus but
still within the Memorandum and Articles
of Association of the Society as defined

when we incorporated on 28th May 1980.
Frank Smith is in post as our jointly
funded (with BW) officer.  We are recruit-
ing new members and opportunities are
available for assisting in the operation of
the canal running our trip boats and
promoting the canal.  We have assets,
tangible, financial and human.  We have a
future role to play and I look forward to
meeting many of you at our celebratory
weekend in July.

Derek Walker, founder member of HCS
and now chairman of Derby and
Sandiacre Canal Society, paid tribute to
HCS when he wrote to me in April.
When asked about the possibilities of
restoring his new pet project, he replied
that the Derby Canal will be restored and
that “I know because the Huddersfield
has been restored.”

We have left a wonderful resource and
amenity for the Nation.  Because of us,
other schemes will follow.  I am proud to
chair this great society and thank you all
for your support.  Now enjoy it!

David Sumner
Chairman

When dreams seem like nightmares.  David Sumner and John Sully consider the job ahead.
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Restoration Progressed
After years of
writing “Restora-
tion Progress”, and
usually finding
something to say,
Restoration Chair-
man Keith Gibson
has what might be

a final word (we should be so lucky!)

After the wettest winter on record, and a
cold and equally wet spring, May 1st was
totally unexpected - a glorious spring day,
when the sun shone all day, and most
fitting for the re-opening of the canal.

Although the west side to Wool Road had
been ‘unlocked’ three weeks earlier, there
had been little publicity, and only a few
boats had ventured on to the canal. Even
the press calls for the opening day were
low key - as the last thing anyone wanted
was a massive influx of boaters that
neither the canal nor the BW staff were
ready for.  Only 2 of the 3 tunnel tugs had
been delivered - and those still in primer.
The glass module boats for the tunnel trip,
and to carry the crews of boats being
towed through Standedge, had not
arrived; and there had been no time to
practise towing convoys of boats.  And the
locks that were first restored fifteen or so
years ago, were known to be difficult.

The day was to be one of celebration.
So I left home bright and early to reach
Portland Basin by 9.00am, where David
Sumner and myself had been invited by
Tameside Council to take part in their
celebration.   There were speeches from
the assembled dignitaries. Councillor Roy
Oldham, Leader of the Council, praised
those involved including the Council’s
engineers who designed the Stalybridge

section, and made the telling point that
none of this would have happened but for
the vision, tenacity and patience of HCS.
At Armentieres Square we boarded John
Lund’s boat ‘Pennine Moonraker’,
brought down from Uppermill the day
before.  The delight of John and his crew
on being at last unfettered from the short
Uppermill length was apparent.  And
there was a large crowd to cheer us off -
plus the expected TV and press people.
The start was somewhat delayed whilst
interviews were given.  At one point a
lady came up and asked me when the
next trip would leave!  Then in the crowd
we saw Bob Dewey, ex-General Secretary
and founder member of the Society, with
Derek Walker, now Chairman of the
Derby & Sandiacre Canal Society.  Derek
was wearing an original HCS T-shirt
overprinted with the crucial dates 1974
and 2001!

Eventually we set off up the canal to
accompanying cheers and applause.
Because we were going to the Kirklees
celebration, David & I had to leave at
Grove Road, where John Mac picked us
up in the HCS Land Rover, but the
Tameside contingent continued to
Roaches for lunch.

On the way over we stopped off at
Diggle, where an amazingly large crowd
had gathered to watch the first convoy
through the tunnel.  Then in Huddersfield
a little convoy of three boats led by
‘Ogley’ the mayor’s 45’ narrowboat was
waiting above Lock 1E to take us through
the Sellers and Bates’s tunnels. Below the
lock boats were waiting to come through
after us, one hired by Society Treasurer,
John Sully, who was running around like a
kid with a new toy!
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After another few words for the press the
Mayor set off, and standing at the front of
the boat cut the tape, with husband John
steering. Then there was a slight hiatus in
true canal fashion as the second boat
collected a tarpaulin around its prop!  But
it was soon cleared, and all three boats
were through the tunnels and the new
locks. David, correctly was on the first
boat, and I was on ‘Savile’ the CNS trip
boat, talking to Mr Bates Snr. and his son.
Their reaction to navigating the tunnel
under their premises, and then under
Sellers, was much the same as mine!
Sheer delight, and a sense of wonder, that
it had ever happened.  I hadn’t realised
how long the tunnels are - I know I had
seen the figures - but until I actually went
through on a boat, it hadn’t occurred to
me that these are real tunnels, and not
overgrown bridges.

We disembarked above the new lock 3E
to a buffet provided by Costain’s, the
contractors, and more speeches.  It was
very appropriate that the canal should be
opened in the year that Cllr. Ann Denham
was the Mayor, because as canal enthusi-
asts she and her husband knew all about
the restoration of the canal, and so, like
Cllr. Oldham earlier in the day she made
the point that, without the Society, the
canal would not have been restored, and
she stressed how important the canal
would become in the Colne valley.

Alan Stopher spoke about the engineer-
ing, and praised the Kirklees engineers - a
view I know shared by Editor Ken, himself
an Engineer by profession - that the
design and construction of these two
tunnels in very confined spaces, through
and under working factories was a mag-
nificent achievement.  And David
Sumner, in his speech spoke highly of the
partnership, and what it had achieved,

and reserved special praise for Councillor
George Speight from Kirklees, who was
the first Chairman of the Canal Company,
and has been a friend of the Society
almost from the start.  Without his tact,
support and guidance we may never have
had a restored canal.

On the way back to Ashton, John drove us
through Slaithwaite, where the crowds
lining the canalside were simply astound-
ing, and then to Tunnel End.  I couldn’t
believe the number of people waiting to
see the first convoy through the tunnel.  I
knew it was important, but I hadn’t
appreciated just how many other people -
a lot of them local, not just canal buffs -
shared my enthusiasm.

Then in the evening it was the premier of
Mikron’s new show “Warehouse Hill” at
Huddersfield University, overlooking the
canal.  I was a little anxious about what it
might contain - if too many HCS people
were recognisable, there would be others
who felt left out.  I needn’t have worried.
Only John Maynard and David Sumner
were portrayed - and that is how it should
be.  HCS had always been a team effort,
and that was how it was presented. By the
way John Maynard was very good! And so
is the whole performance. It doesn’t tell
the story of the building of the canal, or its
restoration, as such.  Rather it points up
comparisons between the two periods as
a series of snapshots in time illustrated by
the usual Mikron comedy and music.  But
you must see it!

So, eventually, to bed.  I had gone
through the day, almost in a daze at the
excitement of finally having a complete
canal open to boats with water joining
Lancashire & Yorkshire.  Not surprisingly,
I couldn’t sleep.  It was all too much!

Keith Gibson
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Huddersfield Canal
Company Postscript
The restoration of
the Huddersfield
Narrow Canal has
been a team effort
for around 16

years, since the formation of the Joint
Committee, but none of it would have
been possible without the vision and
dedication of the original Canal Society
pioneers.  “Dreams do come true” was
therefore a fitting headline for the last
Huddersfield Canal Company newsletter.

The Millennium Commission and English
Partnerships funded restoration project
has now been completed on time and to
budget, a credit to all the staff from the
partner organisations who have worked so
hard over the last four years.

The reopened canal has certainly cap-
tured the imagination of local residents
and visitors and is sure to be a great
benefit in regenerating the 20 mile long
corridor.  Having just attended the official
opening of the Standedge Visitor Centre it
was great to see so many local children
enjoying themselves and to hear Mrs Lily
Turner the daughter of record-breaking

legger David Whitehead speak from the
heart about the history of the tunnel, its
operation, decline and closure and what
its reopening means to her.

I would like to add my congratulations to
everyone involved in the restoration
project since 1974.  Stories about how it
was done are sure to become part of the
rich social history of the Tame and Colne
Valleys for many years to come.

On a personal note I have taken up a new
post as Senior Project Manager with
Tameside Council.  It has been a pleasure
to play a part in the co-ordination of the
final phase of the restoration in collabora-
tion with the five partners, the two main
funding agencies, the contractors and the
communities along the route.  My sincere
thanks go to all my colleagues for their
support during the last 4 years and I wish
the Society well in its alliance with British
Waterways.  Together I believe that you
can continue the development of the
Narrow Canal into a high quality leisure
resource for the benefit of the local
communities and visitors alike.

Alan Stopher



Summer 2001 - Pennine Link - 11

Finishing Touches
British Waterways’ tug boats outside the
new Standedge Visitor Centre at Marsden.
The Society’s passenger butty, ‘Pioneer’,
on temporary loan to the Centre, waits to
take visitors into the tunnel. (AS)

Reclaimed setts are being laid to
resurface the Visitor Centre car park on
the site of  the former Marsden Goods
Yard.  Visitors may then take a water taxi
to the Centre. (AS)
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The new Lock 3E completed, looking
westward.  The original Lock 3E was
located at Chapel Hill at the entrance to
Sellers Engineering. (AS)

The western portal of  Sellers tunnel.
The tunnel takes boaters under the
tarmacked road through the works. (AS)
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The Editor’s Scene      Events from 9th April to 11th May

Boats started to assemble in Uppermill soon
after April 9th - opening day at Stalybridge,
made earlier in response to pleas about
opening the countryside to help foot and
mouth disease sufferers.
Up until May 5th we had seen:-

Biggest disappointment for boaters was
realising that, as the ‘passenger pods’ had
not arrived, the boat crews would be
transported ‘over the hill’ and not through
the tunnel.

Watching the BW men emerging from the
tunnel, looking as though they had spent a
day down the pit, I would have been rather
glad that I wasn’t allowed to sail my own
boat through!

The tug arrangement appeared to work well
but the tunnel is obviously very tight and
there were lots of scratches and the odd
protuberance (e.g. navigation lights)
knocked off. Polypropylene ‘dividers’ seem
perfect for the purpose. BW had one man
per boat, in the well, for “fending off”.
Owners were offered immediate
compensation.

Sad about Tyseley (Mikron Theatre boat).
One of the best known boats on the system

EASTBOUND WESTBOUND

Copperkins Wanderer
Border Rose (Saddleworth) The Boat
Anonymous (true!) La Maitresse
Bosworth (Dave Watson) Hire Boats Leicester &
Wandering Star Warwick
Little Gypsy
Tyseley (Mikron)
Horse Boats Maria & Olive Since then lots more at
Watea (New Zealand!) the rate of 3 or 4 each day.
Marona 2
Bentley (Dave Finnis)

has been waiting 30 years to go home to
Marsden and can’t make it. Not yet,
anyway. She jammed tight in Wade Lock
(21W) and, having been dragged out
backwards by BW, spent 3 weeks in the
pound below. Eventually yours truly dredged

out the winding
hole at Mann’s
Wharf, pushed
Tyseley backwards
with the tug,
turned her round
and got her away
on her Summer
canal tour.

Another working
boat, horse-drawn
Olive, also got
stuck in
Dungebooth Lock
(22W) with 3
pallets of bricks on

board. Other boats are having no problems
but, unless more work is done, our canal is
definitely “narrow”.

Other mishaps were largely relating to faulty
paddles but there were some gate problems
also. Further afield, the locks on the East
side do not appear to have had much
maintenance in preparation for the re-
opening. As member Keith Sykes asked in a
letter a year ago “what about the bits in
between?”. Perhaps our new volunteer force
can do something to help. The new
operational structure needs sorting out soon.
Although I was allowed to use our dredger
to help Mikron, offers to paint Wade Lock
beams and paddles and give them a
greasing, before the Oldham official shindig
on May 18th, came to nought.

There is a tremendous ‘plus’ side though.
The general feeling along all the canal I have
seen (mainly Huddersfield to Mossley) is
one of real thrill and pleasure at seeing
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boats again. Boaters have been cheered
rising up locks and moored boats are a
common sight in the ‘beauty spots’.

Of course the weather helped. The two
weeks from 28th April were perfect for
boating - even a bit too hot at times - and
the tow-paths dried out nicely. Perhaps as
well - “Saddleworth Promenade” from the
railway viaduct to the Museum - is badly in
need of maintenance; the puddles join up
into a continuous lake - and you risk
walking in dog dirt if you move onto the
grass edge. Another job for the volunteers?

May 1st was a joyous occasion. Tameside
and Oldham Councils responded to a
request for a “first day” photo call for the
media by turning out their mayors, in
chains, to make a bit of a show. They did it
so well, in fact, that many people took it for
the official opening and got more than a bit
miffed at not being invited! What was nice,
at Huddersfield, was hearing a round of
applause for Andy Wheeler, the Kirklees
engineer who has been responsible for
supervision of the work in Slaithwaite and
Huddersfield - to my mind the most
challenging “engineering-wise” on the
whole canal.

All in all we can now look forward to
Huddersfield Narrow Canal joining the list
of “musts” for boaters. But not forgetting the
early success of the Visitor Centre at
Marsden, the Examiner headline “1000s
flock to see NEW canal” and the rows of
heads peering over every bridge on the
length! I even saw one angler smile!

Lessons? We have to get our contribution to
the operational management sorted out. As
for the British Waterways workmen - read
just about any article in this Plink to see
what excellent service they provided - as
Keith Noble said, on completing the canal,
“The men in green were terrific”.

FOOTNOTE:  Having mentioned Andy
Wheeler above there is another group of

engineers and planners from the local
authorities, few or none of whom are
canalcoholics, who worked tirelessly to get
our canal open.  As an antidiluvian* civil
engineer, old enough to remember men
throwing red-hot rivets, I salute the
following young (or youngish!) people I have
worked with over the last few years:-

British Waterways - Tom Rowe, Mike
Marshall, Phil Wright, Darren Gallagher.

Huddersfield Canal Company - Alan
Stopher.

Kiklees MC - Salim Chowdray, Andy
Wheeler, John Miller, - and my ex-
colleagues Terry Brown and Chris Platts.

Oldham MB - Mike Thompson, John
Rooney, Graham Birch, John Tuson, Freda
Rashdi, Joanna Heap, Paul Wotton

Tameside MB - Pete Rawson, Steve Hughes,
Lee Holland and his mates.

And all their colleagues , including the
lawyers, accountants and administrative staff
with whose names my aged memory cannot
cope.  Let us have a final “Beer and
bonding” session soon to celebrate our
success”!

Huddersfield Canal Society - We must never
forget that, while revelling in the praise
being heaped on the Society for “making all
this possible”,  we wouldn’t have got very
far without the enormous contribution
made especially by Steve Whitby but also
by all the staff of our Ashton office, Frank,
Bob, John Mac and Paula.

*”Before the flood” - appropriate, what!

KKKKKen Wen Wen Wen Wen Wrightrightrightrightright

And now, to give you a flavour of those
historic events, here are some selected
images leading up to, during and after the
re-opening of the Huddersfield Narrow
Canal.
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Ready for the off!  Boats queuing at
Uppermill, 30th April.  (KW)

Testing the water.  The Canal
Society’s Marsden Shuttle and Little
Gyspy in Lock 5W, Stalybridge.  (JS)
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May 1st, Diggle Portal.  The first tug
arrives to take the first convoy
through - eastbound.  (AW)

May 1st, Stalybridge.  The civic party
boards the Pennine Moonraker.  (KW)
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May 1st, Diggle Portal.
The polypropylene ‘spacer’ gets a
final squirt.  (KW)

May 1st, Diggle Portal.
David Sumner and Keith Gibson
celebrate with the crew of  ‘Little
Gypsy’.  (AW)
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May 1st.  The waiting game.
Boats queuing at Huddersfield. (KW)

May 1st, Huddersfield.
An abandoned dredger makes its
presence felt.  (KW)
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May 1st, Tunnel End, Marsden.
An expectant crowd awaits the first
convoy - they had a very long wait
indeed!  (KW)

May 1st, Huddersfield.
The Mayor of  Kirklees, Councillor
Ann Denham, aboard her boat
‘Ogley’ cuts the ribbon at the
approach to Bates & Co.  (AS)
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May 2nd, Marsden Flight.
‘The men in green’ perform miracles
at Lock 30W.  (AW)

May 3rd.  Probably the first ‘head to
head’ on our new canal (‘Leicester’
and ‘Bosworth’).  (JS)
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May 3rd, Slaithwaite.  ‘Maria’
emerges from Lock 24E (Queenie
waits on the lock side).  (JS)

May 3rd.
A busy scene at Tunnel End.  (JS)
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May 3rd, Diggle Portal.
‘MADE IT’!  The first boat through
from the east side - and eventually
the first hire boat to complete the
full length of the canal.  ‘Leicester’
from Shire Cruisers with John Sully
et famille.  (JS)

May 4th.
‘Leicester’ enters Scout Tunnel. (JS)
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May 4th, Saddleworth.
One of  the canal’s most famous
views - with a boat in it.  (AW)

May 18th, Uppermill.
The White Rose Society celebrates
the official Saddleworth (Yorkshire)
opening.  (AW)
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Tameside Festival 1999

May 18th, Saddleworth.
Society Chairman David Sumner
addresses the crowds at the opening
of  High Street bridge.  (AS)

May 18th, Saddleworth.  The boat
breasts the tape while Diggle Band
play the new fanfare.  (AW)
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May 18th.  Oldham (Saddleworth)
official opening.  The crowds enjoy
the event.  (KW)

May 25th.  Lily Turner unveils a
commemorative stone at the
Standedge Visitor Centre.  (AS)



The Stamford Group are delighted to be
associated with the Huddersfield Canal

Society and wish them continued success
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Restoration Completed - May 1st 2001





Health & Hygiene Certificate and Heartbeat Award 

BED & BREAKFAST at NEWBARN 
A warm welcome awaits tourists & business people from a local 
couple at this modern farmhouse on a working sheep farm. 
Lovely views over the village and just 5 minutes from Standedge 
Tunnel. Parking for any size of vehicle. 
OS Pathfinder Map 714 (GR 010090). 

Newbarn, Harrop Green, Diggle, Saddleworth, OL3 5LW 
Tel & Fax: 01457 873937 or 07979 598232 

Canal Cruises 
'PENNINE MOONRAKER' 

Why not join us for a while on a relaxing canal boat trip in Saddleworth? 

Contact: J. Lund 
7 Alva Road, Watersheddings, OLDHAM, OL4 2NS 

Tel: 0161 652 6331 Mob: 07711180496 Website: www.saddleworth-canal-cruises.co.uk 

Labels and nameplates in plastic and metal 
Clear domed badges Dials, fascia and control panels 

Full colour photo ID cards and badges for company and store 
Etched and engraved signs and plaques in brass and steel 

Safety signs Precision screenprinting service 
Desk plates Door plates Mimic diagrams 

~~ .w~ mockridge 

Tel: 0161-308 2331 
Fax: 0161-343 1958 

Mockridge Labels and Nameplates Ltd 
Cavendish Street Ashton-under-Lyne OL6 7QL 



Shire Cruisers 
Top Level 

Highest, deepest, most narrow, most 
scenic (spot the one that doesn't apply 
quite yet): the Huddersfield has many 
claims to being top canal. Decide for 
yourself on one of our thoughtfully 
designed, carefully looked after boats. 

The Wharf 
Sowerby Bridge 
West Yorkshire 

HX62AG 
Tel: 01422 832712 
Fax: 01422 839565 

Email: pl@shirecruisers.co.uk 
Website: www.shirecruisers.co.uk 

YORKSHIRE'S LEADING HIRE FLEET 

HCS CASUAL WEAR 
Stylish T-Shirts, Polo Shirts and Sweatshirts 
in Royal Blue with our unique logo and the 
opportunity to personalise with your boat 
name or similar are available to order. 
Call 0161 339 1332 or write to the Society 
Office for an Order Form. MARYROSE 



32 - Pennine Link - Summer 2001

May 25th.  Marsden.
The Mayoral boat with dignitaries
arrives for the opening of  Standedge
Tunnel.  (AS)

May 25th. Tunnel End.
BW’s George Greener officially opens
Standedge Tunnel.  (AS)



Summer 2001 - Pennine Link - 33

Fig. 4.  Cross-section through the four Standedge
tunnels viewed towards Diggle (Ove Arup)

May 28th.  Stalybridge Renaissance
Festival.  A beautifully designed
corner being well used.  (KW)

May 28th.  Stalybridge Renaissance
Festival. ‘There’s a canal in there,
somewhere!’  (KW)
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May 28th.  Stalybridge.  In the best
possible taste, ‘The Amazing
Spurting Man’ - one of  the cooler
attractions at the Festival.  (AS)

May 28th.  Stalybridge.  Allan Knott
pilots the Society’s Water Taxi amid
the boats at the Festival.  (KW)
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Just a Few Words
I invited half a dozen boaters, who traversed
the full length of the canal in the first week (or
in a couple of cases nearly did!), to write about
150 words on their first impressions.  No holds
barred, editing only for length(!), here they are.

Ken Wright

“There go the boats”

Members of Furness Vale Boat Club and HCS
recently worked my narrowboat Bosworth
from Ashton to Huddersfield.  In between
times I crewed Olive, the Maria and Pennine
Moonraker gaining, firstly, a knowledge of ‘the
road’, and secondly, biceps.

A newly restored canal invariably presents
challenges and the Huddersfield Narrow
presents quite a few.  The most basic problems
at the moment seem to be:-

1.  A lack of grease in the paddle gears and racks.
2.  A lack of rubbing boards on the head gates.
3.  Very low or drained pounds.
4.  No profile gauge for Standedge Tunnel.

There are those who gripe and make moan at
such things, but the miracle is that boats can
get through at all.  The developments at
Stalybridge and Slaithwaite are suggestive of
Belgium or France rather than modern Britain,
and are a pleasure to work through.  The
scenery is usually good and often spectacular.
I must also comment upon the friendliness of
local people who were so enthusiastic and
welcoming, and upon the British Waterways
team who could not have been more hard-
working, helpful and committed.

Dave Watson, Sheffield
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From the founder, and “gaffer” of Mikron
Theatre Company, Mike Lucas.

Mikron’s 30th year.

Tyseley’s 65th birthday.  The re-opening of the
Huddersfield Narrow.  What a year this
promised to be.  We organized a two-week
tour along the Canal starting in Huddersfield
on opening day, May 1, and finishing at
Ashton.

We had arranged with British Waterways to
take Tyseley through the Canal as a “test
boat”before the opening.  On Easter Saturday,
we were cheered and clapped as we came
through Stalybridge; we were waved off by the
regulars at the Tollemache in Mossley, and we
stuck solidly in Wade Lock, Uppermill.
Thanks to Fred and Keith of
British Waterways for winching
us out (At 9.00pm, in the dark -
on Easter Saturday! Ed.). Thanks
to Mick and Sammy Palfrey for
letting us use their boat Acton
Bell as a stand-in for our
performances along the eastern
side of the Canal, and to
Huddersfield Canal Society
(particularly Ken Wright) for
dredging out Wellihole (Mann’s
Wharf) Bridge winding-hole
(with British Waterways’
permission) to allow us to turn

round and complete the western side of our
tour on Tyseley.

For the moment, the restored Huddersfield
Narrow has several locks and a tunnel that are
not quite wide enough (Wade Lock by
€inch!) for Tyseley or for many traditional
current and ex-working narrowboats.  The
original width specifications for these locks
and the tunnel were well over 7 feet.  It is very
sad that after all these years of hope and
campaigning, for the time being we shall not
see Tyseley tied up in Marsden, Mikron’s base.
Maybe the width problem along with the
problems with water, leaks and paddles on the
east side will be rectified in the future.  At
least for many boats the canal is open.

Mike Lucas, Marsden

The next one is from our Society Treasure(r),
John Sully and his wife, Cynthia.

Memories of our cruise on the
Huddersfield Narrow Canal

We hired a boat, Leicester, from Shire Cruisers,
a one way journey to Guide Bridge. We had a
third crew member, Cynthia’s second cousin
Peter Smart. On our journey through the 74
locks we were to encounter many
excitements, waterless pounds, new and old
canal structures, sadly vandalism and crowds
waving us through locks.  At Huddersfield we
purchased balloons and a banner saying
“Congratulations”.

We were the first boat into Slaithwaite.  We
were dragged through old Lock 21E by HCS

members Keith Sykes and Graham Smith
amongst others, having been the fifth boat in
the cruise from Huddersfield, when we
carried Alan Stopher, Trevor Ellis and the
Waterways press. We reached Marsden to be
the first boat towed through Standedge Tunnel
from East to West.

In glorious sunshine we went down the
spectacular Diggle Flight, restored by HCS
Restoration, and under the Saddleworth
Railway Viaduct. As we looked back at the
closed gate of Lock1W, also restored by HCS
Restoration, we felt sad to leave the
Huddersfield Narrow, but proud to be the first
hire boat, probably ever, to travel from end to
end.

John Sully

Tyseley being pushed by HCS
tug to a winding hole.  (Mikron)
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Another Council member, Keith
Noble, has a go!

Narrow Impressions

To be the first boat through the
tunnel is one achievement. To be
the first boat through the whole
canal is another and we nearly
were, at least on the west bound
passage, though I can honestly
state that it was not the objective.
We were only the fifth to set off
from Huddersfield but two
turned back and one went home
at Marsden. Still, to be second
right through, without trying is
worthy of record.

I say “without trying”: on the
eastern side at least we would
not have got anywhere without
trying very hard indeed. The new
locks were easy but those which
had been restored for nearly 20
years and had lain virtually
unused since took a lot of muscle
power. I always lose a bit of
weight when away canal cruising
but this year have lost nearly two
stone in May alone and locks on
the Narrow contributed a lot to
my diminution. However, BW’s
men in green overalls responded quickly to
those problems beyond the competence of
ordinary boaters and got on with the job of
sorting out the problems with eagerness,
courtesy and cheerfulness. It was good to see
some of the old HCS (Restoration) gang doing
a good job under their new employers, BW.
I do hope that BW recognises the valuable
experience which they will have brought with
them.

The tunnel was a disappointment. My boat
went through behind BW’s superfluous tug but
Jill, the cat and I suffered the indignity of a
compulsory taxi ride over the top because the
passenger module (some sort of tardis?) had
not arrived. Teething troubles and lack of
communication between the men in green
and the visitor centre meant that we had more

time to wait at Marsden than we had been led
to expect but that was not a problem for us.
It is a more interesting place now there’s real
long distance boating activity and we still have
the joys of the “Experience” to look forward to
on our return.

It would be wrong to criticise BW for the
teething troubles of our west bound journey.
I fully expect on our return to find everything
a bit shipshaper than it was on our outward
passage. It would be nice to think that they
would have seen sense and allowed self
propulsion through the tunnel by the time we
come back but that’s another impossible
dream.

Keith and Jill Noble
Nb La Maitresse

La Maitresse by Saddleworth
‘promenade’.  (KW)
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A boater’s dream or claustrophobe’s nightmare?

The next couple of “Experiences” came in at far
more than 150 words so I have only included
excerpts here.  The “full Monty” will have to
wait for a future issue!

First through Scout Tunnel since Aickman

Monday, 9th April.  Quiz question - What boat
was first through Scout Tunnel since Robert
Aickman on Ailsa Craig in 1948? - answer
Copperkins

Stalybridge was really good too - hoards of
gongoozlers in their newly refurbished town
centre to see us through the locks.  Heard on
the lock-side “you wait thirty years for a boat
to come and then four come along at the
same time!”

Three small boats with Huddersfield Canal
Society members on board had gone through
the locks at Stalybridge and then turned

round.  It was left to us to carry on.  BW at
Scout Tunnel, waiting for the flotilla, were
most welcoming - pleased to see any boats at
all - and advised us to moor, as we did, at
Roaches Lock (15W) which has an eponymous
pub.

Interesting demonstration of suction - flooded
canal under Grove Road bridge “unflooded”
as the boat approached and flooded again as
it went on its way. (The flooding comes as no
surprise to readers of Pennine Link! Ed.)

It is a most impressive canal - take the Peak
Forest, make it Bigger in scale, and more
Rugged, and locks each quarter mile - and
there you have it!  Very impressive and
walking does not do full justice to the
grandeur of it all - says he eloquently!

Elaine and Peter Scott (No, not that one!)
Nb Copperkins

Next, one from David Finnis, recently returned
to the HCS Council fold as our Press Officer.
His excerpt only gets him as far as the Diggle
Hotel (about half-way)!

The tug Bentley

It was great to be invited to bring our boat
Bentley to the official opening of the
Standedge Visitor Centre at the end of May.
This also meant that I could be one of the first
to cruise from the West side on the day the
canal was due to  be opened on the 1st May.

We tied up at Marple on the evening of the
28th April with the idea of an early start on the
29th (Sunday), Ashton early afternoon, ready
for the run up the Huddersfield from
Stalybridge.  After water shortage problems
due to vandalism we eventually left Ashton for
Mossley about 3ish.

Stalybridge.  What a transformation.  Those
who may remember John Greenway’s article
in Plink in the early 80s, when he described it
as the “backside of the universe” will be most
impressed.  I’m sure John will be eating his
words by now!  The looks on people’s faces as
we came cruising through were unbelievable.

As we pushed on up the Tame Valley it soon
became evident that there was a dire need for
more dredging as we scraped the bottom and
couldn’t get in to the sides! (There should be
no depth problem in Tameside as HCS
Restoration dredged all this length to over four
feet.  However, there is a width  problem due
to our unusual underwater profile which has a
three foot wide “step” just below water on
many lengths. Ed)

As we tied up in Uppermill memories of the
first mini-tripboat Stan came flooding back.
Imagine my surprise when I’d finished
cleaning the brasses and looked out to see
Bob Dewey (Society’s founding secretary. Ed)
on the towpath!  Through Dungebooth and
memories of many, many hours shoveling SH1
and then Diggle Flight.  Paddle problems but
made the top for 7.30p.m., just in time to
adjourn for a well-earned pint in the “Diggle”!

David Finnis, tug Bentley
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Council member, and your new Editor, Brian
Minor, has a  few impressions about events on
April 9th, DAY ONE as far as Stalybridge was
concerned.

April the ninth was the day it all started.  The
day BW suddenly announced as the date for
the opening of the West side of the canal.  It
was decided that the Society, having done a
fair amount of work, and being the instigator
of the whole restoration, ought to have the
pleasure of the first boat through Stalybridge.

Frank Smith, at short notice, borrowed a small
trip boat from BW (All ours were on site at
different locations) contacted as many boat
crew as possible and passed word to the
Witter brothers in Chester, owners of fancy
old wooden craft.

To make sure lock gates were chained up and
the keys held by us!

At 7.30 am. The party gathered, at 8.00
moved off, met by a gaggle of photographers

and reporters.  Party ranged from over 80s to
small children.  Society boat plus two small
boats from Witters all managed to lock
together.  Off to Staley Wharf and, in spite of
some water shortage problem - ably sorted out
by BW’s Fred Carter (before he became
Admiral of the Standedge Tunnel fleet!) - we
rose up to look at Stalybridge from a canal
boat for the first time in 55 years.  Another
water shortage meant a bit of swapping
people about in mid-stream, giving rise to an
uninformed member of the public thinking it
was some kind of obstacle race!  Royal
progress through the town, seen on the
internet in Australia by a member of the
Witter clan watching the Tameside Council’s
“Webcam”!

At the far end of town we celebrated with a
bottle of champagne.  A lot of emotion, a lot
of fun and perhaps a sense of “What the hell
do we do now?”

Brian Minor

Dave Finnis’ Bentley at Uppermill,
displaying commemorative crotchet
by Sue McBride - detailed left.  (KW)
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Canal Crossword - 33

ACROSSACROSSACROSSACROSSACROSS
7  Lake bowl found on a Derbyshire moorland,
source of the River Derwent (8)
9  Southern pools - big enough for sailing ships (6)

10  A river in an abyss nearly, below the Kennet and
Avon near Trowbridge we hear (4)

11  Fortified flour factory in Dudley Tunnel? (6,4)

12  Rented an attendant vessel? (6)
14  Garment edging on a small moorland near
Trentham on the T & M (3,5)

15  Innocents Judy met where a branch left the
Wyrley and Essington canal (5,8)

17  Charlottesville without thrills on the Coventry
canal (8)

19  On the Bridgewater canal, the aqueduct over
this river collapsed in 1971 causing a long
closure (6)
21  No tram loop found on the L & L above
Skipton (6,4)

22  Telford searched for an ideal bridge form (4)

23  Unprintable without
the paint put on his great
ships (6)

24  East Selkirk relocated
on the HNC (8)

DOWNDOWNDOWNDOWNDOWN
1  Crossword clues I miss
whilst operating a
paddle (6)

2  Dumb boats in
Yorkshire! (4)
3  Commons official found
alongside the L & L near
Chorley (8)

4  Subnormality no Briton
could contend with under a
bridge on the Soho loop (6)

5  Hello cob I’m a working
horse on a canal branching
off the River Severn (6,4)

6  Fruit available in large
quantities in a village by
Northmoor lock on the
Thames (8)

8  Do the laundry where the K & A rises in
Bath? (4,5,4)

13  Kent ladies put fuel in the right part of the
boat (6,4)

15  Seaside ozone smelt in a model industrial town
beside the Leeds and Liverpool in Yorkshire we
hear. (8)
16  Shoemakers at work in a lock near Hungerford
on the K & A? (8)

18  Dental surgeon with no garnets working in a
public school by the River Nene (6)

20  Ethnic river reaching Southampton (6)

22  Debacle seen in a Norfolk village beside the
River Bure (4)

Solution at the foot of page 55
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Slaithwaite or Bust!
Society Member Keith Sykes reports on the first
three days’ activity on the East Side.

Tuesday, 1 May 2001

By 8.30am down behind the University, at the
junction of the Huddersfield Broad and
Narrow, three boats - “Drifter II”, “The Boat”
and a Shire Cruiser “Warwick” - were awaiting
“the off”, having been told the previous day
that from 8am to 11am the Narrow would be
opened for private boats going west, then
closed before, at 12.30pm, the “official
cavalcade” with the Mayor in the lead would
progress through the tape and then, after
emerging from Sellers’ tunnel, moor for a
lunch and formal reception.

It was not to be. The entrance to lock one was
firmly blocked by BW with their employee,
Trevor, explaining that “water supply
problems” further up was the reason for the
delay - a pound had to be refilled.

Waiting round the corner and to emerge at
11.30am came the mayor’s boat, “Ogley”,
with three others, including John Sully’s Shire
Cruiser “Leicester”, he being a long standing
Huddersfield Canal Society member and its
Treasurer. These formed the official party.

The Mayor of Kirklees - Councillor Ann
Denham - and her husband are owners of the
narrow boat, “Ogley” and as she sat in the
front well in full regalia, accompanied by her
mayor’s attendant, her husband, sporting the
consort’s chain, drove the boat. Would she be
getting off to do the locks or her attendant?

They had no other crew, so just happening to
have a windlass to hand, I took the
opportunity and worked them through locks
1E (Stanley Dawson), 2E (Coal Wharf) and 3E
(? lock name, are we to now call it Sellers’?),
walking between each.

For the return to Aspley I gained a place in the
return of one of the official party’s boats
belonging to the Calder Navigation Society
and made my first trip through the new
Sellers’ and Bates’ tunnels.

By early evening at Tunnel End, Marsden the
first three boats had emerged eastbound from
Standedge Tunnel. Among them was Sue
Day’s horse drawn wooden boat, “Maria”.
Her horse “Queenie”, having had the benefit
of a horse box  journey over the Pennines, was
brought up to take the tow.

Finding, after being delayed in getting the boat
through the tunnel, that they were keen to
press on towards Huddersfield, my offer to
assist in setting locks in their favour was
accepted and onward all went, reaching the
turning circle above lock 31E at Booth before
nightfall.

Wednesday, 2nd May 2001

The towpath telegraph that morning told us
also that pressing on west from Huddersfield
was John Sully with his hire boat “Leicester”,
he having spent the night at the side of
Bamford’s scrap yard in Milnsbridge. I think
Sue Day had the better mooring in the
countryside between Marsden and
Slaithwaite.

The thought arose who was to be the first to
Slaithwaite. The horse boat “Maria” or the hire
cruiser “Leicester” ?

In front of “Maria” the pound between locks
30E (Bank Nook) and 29E (White Hill) stood
empty but by 8am BW Staff, led by Graham,
were getting their equipment on site to start
pumping the area round the bottom gates of
lock 30E dry so it could be inspected.
Estimates of time of completion were given at
12 noon possible, 2pm probable.

A visit now to John Sully, his wife, Cynthia,
crew member, Peter Smart, and “Leicester”
found they had progressed during the morning
and by 11am were approaching lock 15E
(Golcar Brook). A crowd of school children
watched their arrival into the lock. It was not
to be - one of the bottom gates would not
open, there being stones, from a crumbling
wall nearby we presumed, lying behind the
lock gate.
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Attempts to move them failed and BW were
requested. They arrived promptly, made an
unsuccessful attempt to move them, then
went off to bring a BW workboat down from
two locks above to get at the obstruction. The
only problem - the keys to the workboat were
elsewhere, it was rumoured in Stalybridge,
and the BW team disappeared.

Who would be the first to be on the move
again “Maria” eastbound or “Leicester” west.

Back to “Maria”, only to find that the problem
was greater than first estimated - the cill
needed rebuilding, and a new best estimate of
4pm was given.

A visit to Tunnel End was made - plenty of
people about - and enquiries with the BW
staff revealed John Sully and “Leicester” were
on the move again towards Slaithwaite.

A revisit to “Maria” gave little likelihood of
their movement that day, however Graham
promised that his BW team would work on
into the evening until the lock was repaired.

By now John Sully and “Leicester” were
approaching Slaithwaite only to get stuck once
again on the approach to the new lock 21E
(Waterside). The problem this time - the depth
of water in the old chamber was not sufficient
to allow the boat to pass. Much intermittent
flushing of water down 21E creating a wave

both forward and
eventually back
along the
chamber. Pulling
on the ropes and
judicious use of
the engine
eventually got it
through.

Now Slaithwaite
was achievable,
only the new
“Galliford” section
to go. Lock 22E
(Pickle) was
cleared and by
6pm “Leicester”
was being tied up

to the railings in the old basin alongside the
main street  - BW, where are the promised
mooring rings? Time to shop - a visit to the
Coop minimarket, newsagent and fish and
chip shop ensued - all being told that they
were benefitting in trade from their “new”
canal. John went onto moor for the night next
to the “Moonraker” floating tearoom above
lock 23E (Dartmouth).

After the euphoria of the arrival of “Leicester”
in Slaithwaite back to Sue Day, John Lockley,
her steerer, and “Maria” at Booth. A further
horse, Bonny, had in the meantime been
brought “over the top” to assist later, but
disappointment that they had not moved all
day. However the knowledge that the work
had been completed so as to allow the boat to
pass. It now only needed the pound to refill
overnight and they would be off the next
morning by 8am, with the promise of BW
assistance down the next few locks into
Slaithwaite.

Thursday 3 May 2001

As promised and with the assistance of BW
staff still led by Graham, “Maria”, pulled by
Queenie, cleared Lock 30E (Bank Nook).

By now they were being sought by the press
who had been told of “Leicester’s” arrival in
Slaithwaite. Having photographed that boat
and obtained their story they were now

‘Where are the mooring rings?’
John Sully’s Leicester arrives at
The Basin, Slaithwaite.  (KS)



Summer 2001 - Pennine Link - 43

seeking “Maria”. We found her between West
Slaithwaite and Slaithwaite and assistance was
given down into the village centre, but not
until we had all stopped for a morning coffee
at the Moonraker floating tearoom.

More crowds now at 10.30am than the
previous evening. Word had got round - the
boats were in Slaithwaite. “Leicester” was still
moored up and many photographs were taken
of all three boats together.

Time now for “Maria” to go down Lock 23E
and under Britannia Road bridge, the
clearance only just being sufficient, its looby
(the peg to which the tow rope is attached)
catching the underside of the bridge!

Tying up (to the
railings again!) in
the old basin next
to the main street
in front of “Lloyds
Bank” - Lloyds
TSB being one of
“Maria’s”
sponsors -
photographers
were summoned,
the bank staff
came out and
many
photographs of all
were taken,
including Sue’s

black horse “Queenie” in front of the bank
whose symbol is of course - the black horse!

Postscript

Since the reopening:

“Maria” went on to be the first boat to make a
complete through passage from Ashton to
Huddersfield, took a trip under the Turnbridge
lift bridge to the top of Red Doles Lock and
back. (70' working narrowboats do not fit into
56' broad locks!). She then made steady
progress back, amongst crowds of people on
May Day Monday through Slaithwaite, to
Guide Bridge being the first boat to complete
the trip both ways!

“Leicester”, now
accompanied by “The
Boat”, was the first to
come from Huddersfield
and go through the
tunnel westbound. She
went on to end her one
way trip at Guide Bridge.

“Ogley” returned to
Aspley Basin on the
Sunday - the Mayor,
sporting no regalia this
time but with windlass
firmly in hand, working
the locks.

Keith Sykes

‘Eastbound passes Westbound’ Sue
Day’s Maria passing Leicester at the
Floating Tearoom, Slaithwaite.  (KS)

‘One Black horse to another’.
Sue Day with ‘Queenie’ outside
Lloyds Bank, Slaithwaite.  (KS)
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The First Boat Passage Along the HNC - 2001
I asked HCS member Sue Day, intrepid
horseboat operator to give me 150 words on
her through passage of our canal.  She came up
with ‘a few more’ for me to ‘edit’ but, having
read the full story, I thought you should have
the pleasure of reading it, too.  Ed.

The last boat to travel the full length of the
Huddersfield Narrow Canal was the
motorboat Ailsa Craig in 1948. The first boat
to travel the full length of the Huddersfield
Narrow since restoration was the horseboat
Maria in 2001.

Two horses shared Maria’s journey to
Huddersfield and return, from Guide Bridge
on the Ashton Canal. They were unfit after a
winter of little harness work.

Maria took three days to get to Uppermill, to
ease the horses’ workload. One day the crew
were drenched in icy April rain and hail.

May 1st, the opening day of the canal dawned
bright and sunny. Maria had a passage booked
to go through Standedge Tunnel on that
special day.

The boat ‘Wandering Star’ woke up Maria’s
crew at 5.30am as it set off to put its bow into
the bottom lock gates to ensure first position
up the Diggle flight and through Standedge
Tunnel. Little Gypsy’s crew moored up at
6am. We joined the queue at 10am and so
came up fourth.

I was horrified to be told by a BW member of
staff as we progressed up the flight that only
two boats would go through the tunnel and it
would be first come, first served. I expressed
my displeasure, explaining also that I had a
change of horse waiting at Tunnel End.

The flight was spoilt by the competitive spirit
of the boaters, and BW trying to cancel my
tunnel passage.

The paddles were horrific, stiff with lack of
greasing and oiling. One of our crew members
fell into a lock, banging his head on the lock
wall when he overbalanced struggling with a
paddle.

Thankfully Maria was allowed her passage. She
was in from 12.45 until 7pm (6€ hours) due
to Little Gypsy’s stowaway and the railway
infiltrators.

I was amazed at the lack of celebration laid on
as the first boats went through the
“centrepiece” of our canal, one of the Seven
Wonders of The Waterways. The crowds were
there but the ribbons and balloons and brass
bands were kept back for VIPs on May 25th!

When the boats emerged at 7pm I had to start
the cheer and clapping - the stowaway issue
was taken far too downheartedly, I thought.
Sadly however I had missed the “world
premiere” of Mikron’s play about the
Huddersfield Narrow Canal, by waiting to
receive Maria.

Now at last we had the first fun of the day. We
had an excellent evening’s boating to Booth at
West Slaithwaite where I had arranged horse
grazing.

That night it suddenly occurred to me that as
we were the only boat to have travelled on
from Tunnel End, we were in a leading
position. Wandering Star had achieved her
goal - first boat in the tow through the tunnel.
Little Gypsy had the first person through the
tunnel. Now it should be our turn. I consulted
my other full time crew member, John Lockley
from Cumbria, and we agreed to try for it - the
title of the first boat passage since Ailsa Craig
in 1948.

We played Wandering Star at her own game
putting our bow into the lock to assert our first
position - but we need not have worried -
whenever we stopped, it was due to a
problem at some lock - no boat could
continue.

We were held up many times. We had to wait
36 hours at Booth (above Lock 31E). Then
again about 4 hours at locks 22E and 20E
below Slaithwaite. Lock 12E and Lock 1E each
held us up overnight. Reasons - drained/
leaking pounds, faulty paddles, debris in the
locks preventing the gates being opened. BW
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maintenance staff worked tirelessly, very long
hours, trying to sort the “chaos” as one of
them described it. I am proud to say, we never
called BW out, but obviously accepted all
assistance offered.

Maria was legged through Sellers Tunnel and
poled through Bates Tunnel. Sellers
Engineering kindly had given permission for
me to take Bonny the Boathorse through their
car park on top of their tunnel. However we
arrived with minutes to spare as they were
fencing it off from public access on May 4th!
Bonny then had to take to the busy streets of
Huddersfield as there is no pedestrian/
boathorse route.

We expected to arrive in Aspley Basin on May
4th but Lock 1E was blocked by a BW dredger.

That night Maria and the other boats which
caught us up began to ground on the draining
pound. A diver cleared the blockage early on
May 5th, 2001 and Maria descended the lock
becoming the first boat across the finishing
line between the Huddersfield Narrow and
the Huddersfield Broad.

There was no-one to cheer us in, but I
suggested that we boaters gathered that night.
Where better than at The Flyboat Inn, with its
pub sign of a horseboat. We were all shattered
by our physical labours but celebrated our
arrival.

Summary

Excellent pioneering boating. Much harder to
go to Huddersfield and return than the 310

miles I did from Manchester to London last
year!

I am sure the teething problems will be sorted
out in due course. However greasing and
oiling the paddle gear would seem rather
basic! Still, one month later, little had been
done about this.

The missing elements - I was bitterly
disappointed to have my application to leg
Maria through Standedge Tunnel accepted
then postponed. Boat Lane was closed due to
foot and mouth restrictions. I look forward to
making these as part of another journey.

There was another stowaway. Dave, my late
husband, still travels with me. His ashes
passed through Standedge Tunnel. When I
have legged the Tunnel with him there too, I
shall spread his ashes on the summit pound as
I promised him.

On our return journey, we carried many
members of the public, who gave donations to
our collection for cancer charities. These
included the hospices at each end of the canal
- Willow Wood in Ashton and Kirkwood in
Huddersfield. Maria has lost two members of
crew to cancer - Dave Brown, my husband,
Chairman of the Ashton Packet Boat Co. in
1998, and recently in 2001, John Hall, Maria’s
Father Christmas on Santa Cruises. We also
carried red and white roses throughout our
journey to represent Ashton and Huddersfield
i.e. Lancashire/Yorkshire.

Thank you to all the crew members who
helped make this wonderful journey possible.

Sue Day
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The Horseboating Society
In what I hope will be a regular spot, here
is the latest from the Horseboating Society.

By now the members of the Horseboating
Society will have donned thinking caps
and trilbies and suggested names for their
newsletter - which is presently called
“Newsletter”! “Horseboating Matters” was
the favourite suggestion - clever, what?

Membership has grown steadily to over
50 members since the inaugural meeting
on 19th January. Names like Tony Lewery
(boat painter), Harry Arnold (Editor,
Waterways - and famous canal photogra-
pher) and John C. Fletcher (Gtr. Manches-
ter’s Mr. Canals!) are now on the list.

Foot and mouth disease caused footpath
closures and put the mockers on some
events involving boathorses, naturally.  So
horsedrawn passenger boats have been
struggling to keep going (or even to start
the season). Slow improvement since
Easter.

Sue Day has given several talks already;
these are proving valuable in promoting
the society amongst  boating people.

Sue, well a horse with Sue in attendance,
has also pulled cargo now, the first time,
collecting scrap metal and bric-a-brac in
Lilith, the 100 year-old horseboat owned
by the Wooden Canal Boat Society. Lilith
is due to go to Huddersfield in June,
horsedrawn, with a load of scrap, return-
ing with coal and beer!  Fingers crossed
for lock widths!

Sue also brought horseboat Olive as far as
Uppermill with a load of bricks but was
unable to go further, having got stuck in
Dungebooth Lock (22W).

The Horseboating Society was sponsored
by Lloyds TSB who paid for the charity
banners on the side of Maria. Good
publicity was obtained by photographing
Maria, outside Lloyds TSB in Slaithwaite
with the crew and Queenie who, like
Lloyd’s logo - is a Black Horse!  See the
photo in “Slaithwaite or Bust” elsewhere
in this Plink.

Volunteers are still urgently required to
help to crew. It is a four person job to run
a horseboat efficiently and five or six is
even better!

For a full programme of events contact
Sue Day on 01457 834863 or Ray Butler
on 0161 221 3062.

Equus Tecum
(May the horse be with you)

Ken Wright
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HCS Council News
28th March, 2001

€15,000 is being set aside as our
contribution to a major sculpture - a similar
amount will be provided by the lottery in
the “Percent for Art” scheme.

€5,000 has been presented to Mikron
Theatre Co. for their new play “Warehouse
Hill”. Another % for art scheme (see Review
elsewhere).

The promised design for a plaque should be
ready for the next meeting in May - (it
wasn’t!).

Agreed that David Finnis should be
appointed as our new Press Officer. Dave
did the job years ago before he became the
National Trust manager for Marsden Moor
Estate.

Brian Minor and Martin Clark have
expressed an interest in becoming editors of
Pennine Link.

Further discussion on our commitment to
future liaison committees etc. to replace the
Canal Company.

Good response to “volunteer bureau”
questionnaires.

Boats - Oldham Otter refit well under way.
To be renamed Marsden Shuttle to operate
at Tunnel End.

We have leased a 12 seat trip boat “Astra” to
complement “Shuttle” until our new boat is
ready next year.

Standedge Pioneer (now on loan to Visitor
Centre pending arrival of “passenger pods”)
will be renamed “Still Waters” and operate
in Tameside.

Permission given for Trevor Ellis to replace
the ‘B’ Reg volunteer van.

Keith Gibson is writing a history of the
society and restoration under his own
copyright - he’s even found a publisher.

New Towpath Guide should be out by
Christmas.

A list of forthcoming events was tabled -
very impressive - there seems to be
something “opening” every week!

Volunteers to help to paint balance beams
etc. before opening day - it never
happened!

23rd May, 2001

Following a couple of unfortunate letters to
the Press, the Chairman reminded all
members of the Society that, in order to
comply with the Memorandum and Articles
of the Society, members must not make any
representation to the media, as a member
of the Society, without prior approval from
the office.

General mention of the importance of HCS
in all the speeches being made at ‘opening’
ceremonies and elsewhere in the media.

John Sully gave Council a detailed run-down
of his trip from Huddersfield to Tunnel End.
He was, in fact, (nearly) the first boat to
travel the full length of the canal, the first
boat through the tunnel from East to West
and the first hire boat ever (Leicester is now
making a regular weekly one-way cruise).

The ‘HCS Big Bash’ will be at Tunnel End
(Standedge Visitor Centre) on July 21st. Brass
bands, tunnel trips, food, drink, canal visits.
Don’t miss it!

Discussion on need for meetings to arrange
fundraising, safeguarding investments,
disposal (?) of associated companies, etc.

Volunteers - some progress on boat crews
but none yet on “operation and
maintenance”. (Rather the  opposite, in fact,
from my experience! Ed.) Meetings soon
with BW to get principles sorted out.

Trevor Ellis showed us the specimen bridge
plate. Excellent. BW logo and HCS in
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letters. Very nice. Talk of sponsors getting a
miniature with a door number on it.

Volunteers should get “uniform” and
protective clothing for corporate image (and
Health and Safety!). We had previously
agreed traveling expenses too, I recall.

Stalybridge Festival 2002 beginning to warm
up! Possibility of clash with Tameside
Festival to be checked.

IWA National Festival 2002 in Huddersfield.

Other Matters

The Society caravan is still awaiting
refurbishment and being kitted out with
new display material. Pity really; there have
been three occasions recently where it
would have put our name alongside others
as being fully-fledged members of the
community!

The operation of the Boat Crews and the
work done by Allan Knott and his gang
never cease to amaze me. Allan wrote a
note to Boat Crew members giving details of
operations around Spring Bank Holiday.
Apart from running a water taxi at Marsden,
boat trips at Stalybridge and boat trips at
Portland Basin the two small boats were
taken from Ashton “over the top” to
Marsden and Standedge Pioneer was
brought from Marsden to Ashton.

On top of this the Boat Crew managers have
the task of training the 29 potential new
crew members who have answered the call.
(And a little bird tells me that one of our
recent recruits on the boats - and good at it
too - is none other than Sue Eachus - one of
the Oldham Engineers responsible for
ensuring the Saddleworth schemes went so
smoothly).

Ken Wright

Bits & Pieces
MARSDEN MOOR
Only recently arrived in my hands is the
“Events and Guided Walks 2001” leaflet from
The National Trust.  As always a beautifully
prepared document.  Get your own by
sending a S.A.E. to The National Trust,
Marsden Moor Estate Office, The Old Goods
Yard, Station Road, Marsden, Huddersfield,
HD7 6DH - and ask for a copy of the free
“Guide to Marsden Moor Estate” at the same
time.

EXPERIENCE STANDEDGE VISITOR CENTRE
Another “must” on the current list!  The new
visitor centre, with canal tunnel ride and
nearby canalside pub/restaurant “Watersedge”
is already proving very popular.  It is also
possible - for €6 - to go through the tunnel
from end to end, on a “hiker’s” ticket,
travelling in the “passenger pod” used by the
boat crews.  Prices for the visitor centre
experience (lots of “touchy-feely” exhibits
including special bits for the little ones - and a
chance to have a go at “legging” for the chaps)
are - Adult €4.50, under 16 €3.50, OAP

€4.00, under 5s FREE, Family (2+2) €13.00,
and group specials.  Tel: 01484 844298
website: www.standedge.co.uk

BOAT MUSEUMS
When you are out and about this Summer
look  out for a “national” boating museum -
there are three of them!

The National Waterways Museum
Llanthony Warehouse, Gloucester Docks,
Gloucester. Tel: 01452 318054

The Canal Museum, Stoke Bruerne
Towcester, Northants.  Tel: 01604 862229

The Boat Museum
South Pier Road, Ellesmere Port - visit
Cheshire Oaks Outlet Shopping Centre at the
same time! Tel: 0151 355 5017

HUDDERSFIELD CANAL COMPANY
Issue No.10 (and final) leaflet on the
restoration, brought out quite swiftly after the
re-opening on May 1st.  Advises  people who
want to keep up to date to join Huddersfield
Canal Society. (But, then, you knew that, didn’t
you?).

Ken Wright
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Review - ‘Warehouse Hill’ by Mike Lucas & Jim Woodward

The Mikron Theatre Company
Music & Lyrics by Jim Woodward, Musical Direction Janet Russell

Tuesday, May lst, saw the World Premiere of
the new Mikron play “Warehouse Hill” at
Huddersfield University. Sponsored by
Huddersfield Canal Society as one of the
“percent for art” schemes  associated with
the Millennium Lottery grant for canal
restoration, the play was given a “mini tour”
along the length of the canal between May
1st and 12th.

I caught up with it on 5th May at the Swan
Inn (Top House) in Dobcross, before an
enthusiastic full house (about 50?) who were
definitely not all canal buffs.

The play is in the recognisable Mikron
format - a talented group of four artistes
(two male, two female) all of whom act, sing
and play at least two instruments - as well as
operating the lights and sound effects -
perform in front of a simple painted screen,
behind which they change into perhaps ten
costumes each! In addition they move the
scenery (in this case a mock-up canalside
crane) sell programmes and collect money.

The basic policy is to take theatre to people
who wouldn’t ordinarily get the opportunity.
The subject matter is often industrial, canal
or transport related with a historical setting.
What makes the plays unique is the style of
episodic writing, interspersed with clever
words in catchy tunes.

“Warehouse Hill” was written by Mike
Lucas and Jim Woodland to celebrate the
re-opening of the Huddersfield Narrow
Canal. It puts the story of the building of the
original canal, linked with a family of canal
workers from Warehouse Hill, at Marsden,
alongside and interspersed with the story of
a modern couple - who have moved into an
old cottage at Warehouse Hill - and who get
seriously involved in restoring the canal
outside their home.

In just two hours we are given hundreds of
facts - goodness only knows how many
characters each of the actors portrays. And
many of them instantly recognisable!
I particularly liked Fred Carter, (BW’s little,
well not so little, treasure) and Society
Chairman David Sumner. If the accents
were anything to go by a lot of the
characters had travelled some distance to
Marsden - but this allowed us to tell the
difference between the “ordinary folk”.

I have to say that the HCS members were
shown as a bit too “wimpish” but it was all
tongue in cheek, so I will forgive.

Of the songs I liked the clever “From Here
to There” and “On the Ailsa Craig” and “It
isn’t you” about the National Lottery.

First class entertainment that will please
audiences throughout the group’s 1000 mile
summer tour aboard Tyseley, their 65 year
old narrowboat.

I can’t possibly give you the full programme
here, but briefly they are moving around as
follows:-

June 4/5 Bridgewater Canal; June 6-8 Trent
& Mersey; June 10-15 Shropshire Union;
June 16 Walsall; June 17 Dudley; June 19
Worcs & Birmingham; June 20-28 Grand
Union; June 29 Wey & Arun; July 1-9
Grand Union; July 12-22 R. Thames, Kennet
& Avon, Basingstoke; July 23-26 South
Oxford; Aug 2-12 R. Avon; Aug 14-17
R. Severn; Aug 18 Stroudwater; Aug 19
R. Avon; Aug 20-22 Worcs & Birmingham;
Aug 24-27 Grand Union; Aug 29-Sep 1 Soar
Navigation; Sep 2-6 R. Trent; Sep 7-8 Trent
and Mersey. And the Autumn Tour starts on
September 25th!

For more details ring 01484 843701.

Ken Wright
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Month/Column ins. FEB MAR APR MAY TOTAL

Oldham Chronicle 295 217 585 132 1229
Huddersfield Examiner 63 258 288 518 1122
Colne Valley Chronicle 108 88 257 314 767
Yorkshire Post 56 - - - 56
Huddersfield Free - 18 - - 18
New Civil Engineer 12 - - - 12
Canal Boat   - - 400 - 400
Daily Mail - - 54 2 56

Sub-Total 534 581 1584 961 3660

What the Papers Say
It had to be quite a collection this time and
as such I will give you just the simple
statistics!  The Oldham Chronicle and the
Huddersfield Examiner were fighting for top
place, which eventually went to the Chron.,
but the Colne Valley Chronicle put up a
brave show for third slot. And there were
acres of coloured pictures, some occupying
most of the front page.

The final count for Plink 137 was 3660 single
column inches which is nearly enough to
carpet a small room. The table below shows
how the space was distributed, up to May
11th when all went quiet again. In this, my
final press call, I want to thank all
contributors especially Keith Sykes, who has
been the sole collector on the “east side” for
a long time now. Ken Wright

M
ik

ro
n 

Th
ea

tr
e 

C
om

p
an

y



52 - Pennine Link - Summer 2001

Letters to the Editor
Even in my final fling I beg to be got at and
still only manage to raise one (nearly) irate
correspondent! Plus a couple of very nice
ones! You will recall that I described wide
canal boats as “dinosaurs”. My comments
persuaded one member to respond as
follows:-

Dear Ken,

You win! - You’ve goaded me into writing.
Your comments in Plink 136 about
waterway dinosaurs does rankle somewhat.

My view (and I know it’s shared by others) is
that a waterway is best appreciated by
travelling on it in the type of boat for which
it was designed. Then you suddenly realize
the significance of that cunning cutaway in
the towpath wall before a bridge on a
corner, or that strange bit of ironmongery at
a lock. In my experience of many years
running wide barges on the Leeds &
Liverpool, whilst throwing the dinosaur
round the many tight bends, one realizes
that the canal is actually drawn round the
shape of the boat. (And that it’s easier to
throw a horse-drawn boat round these
corners, but that’s another story). The
Rochdale will be no different, except that it
would be a little more accommodating to
narrow craft.

Anyhow, I can’t stop, I’ve a cargo to deliver.
Although a true narrow boat (length to
beam ratio of 10:1), the fact that my boat is
185ft. long, and carries 500 tonnes of cargo
should render the Huddersfield Narrow safe
from a visit!

Yours sincerely,

Geoff  Wheat, Leeds

And then our own Vice-Chairman has a few
words to say on two photographs in Plink
136.

Dear Ken,

No doubt many members will have realized
that the photograph on page 34 of Issue
136, showing a cruiser passing a dumped
car “in the 1950’s”, cannot possibly be of
the Huddersfield Narrow, in the light of the
fact that the last through passage was by the
“Ailsa Craig” in 1947.

The photograph is, in fact, of the last
powered passage of the Ashton Canal
before restoration by the boat “Nippy” in
1961. It appears in “The Ashton Canal” by
E. Keaveney and D.L. Brown, where it is
credited to James Hewitt Senior.

On the mystery slide, I can not offer any
suggestion as to where exactly it was taken,
but it does appear to be a narrow canal, and
there are not too many narrow canals built
in stone. The spandrels of the bridge are
built of good-sized ashlar, which suggests to
me that it is not the Huddersfield, nor
probably the Peak Forest. The other clues
are the string course with its moulded top
edge and the protruding keystone. Based on
these, I would be inclined to guess at the
Macclesfield as the most likely site, as many
of the bridges on that canal are of a high
quality and show similar features. I must
stress, however, that this is only a guess.

Yours,

Trevor Ellis, Batley
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Next, a letter from a member, very self-
explanatory, which has made all my
protestations over the years worthwhile!

Dear Editor,

I have just read your opening Editorial
stating that you have had no letters to the
editor in the Spring 2001 issue of “Pennine
Link” which prompts me to put pen
(Microsoft Word) to paper.  I am a long-
standing member of the Huddersfield Canal
Society, persuaded to join by David Finnis
long before he was a National Trust Warden,
but I have to say I have been one of your
very, very inactive members.  My family, my
home and my work have absorbed all of my
time (I am sitting typing this letter in a hotel
room in Copenhagen) over the last 25 years.
This has meant that active support of the
society (along with other interests) has had
to be forfeit!

However, I have always worn the canal
society’s aims and ambitions “on my
sleeve”, arguing with friends and colleagues
that the canal was worthy of restoration and
would be of huge benefit to the Colne
Valley.

One thing I have promised myself is that I
will take a boat through the full length of the
canal, but not being a boater I have
suddenly realized that I know very little
about how to do this.  I have read your
article “Safe and Friendly Cruising - Part 1”
and along with the odd time I have held a
tiller and been allowed to use a windlass, I
feel I can do it, but there are still some
unanswered questions.  I could pick up a
phone and talk to a boat hire company, but
how do I find out which companies will hire
a boat for the Huddersfield Narrow Canal
(and will they allow me to take the boat
through the tunnel?)  Will they hire to me as
a novice?  Do I need any kind of training?
How long will it take?  Can I do a one-way
hire, if not are there alternative return
routes?

Your comments to aid an ardent long time
supporter to go about his very first hire to
take a boat through the whole length of the
canal would be appreciated.

I have enjoyed reading the “Pennine Link”
for many years, so please keep up the good
work with this splendid publication.

Yours faithfully

Peter Stead, Slaithwaite

PS Since writing his letter I have returned
home and found boats in the middle of
Slaithwaite - what a fantastic achievement
for those very active members who
soldiered on against seemingly impossible
odds.  My only observation other than
wanting to intrduce flogging for vandalism,
is “is there enough water?”

I could go on all day!  Let me just say that
two boat firms will hire to “first timers” to
do one-way trips on the Huddersfield
Narrow.  Already one group of novice ladies
has done the one way trip on Shire Cruisers’
“Leicester” in a week.  Contact Shire Cruisers
at 01422 832712 (See their ad. on page 31
of Plink136) or Shepley Bridge Marina Ltd. at
01924 491872. And see below!

Finally, I am repeating a letter to the editor
of the Huddersfield Daily Examiner (May
11th) which gives a good, positive start to
boating on OUR canal.

Dear Sir,

May we, through your letters column, pass
on our sincere thanks to the British
Waterways men (based at Stalybridge) who
did such a brilliant job sorting out various
“hitches” as we went up the Huddersfield
Narrow Canal when it was re-opened last
week. They really “worked their socks off”
well beyond the call of duty.

You may have seen our boat sitting on the
mud (Examiner front page, May 2) but once
we got going, despite inevitable teething
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problems it was fantastic to be cruising up
our local waterway. We were the fourth
boat, and the first Huddersfield people to
get to Slaithwaite where, sadly, we had to
turn round due to lack of time.

The re-opening of the Narrow Canal is an
amazing achievement, and what is needed
now is some good solid investment in
routine maintenance and dredging. Let’s
not jump on the shock/horror/vandalism
bandwagon. We had no antagonism at all.
All the people we spoke to, including the
kids, were really amazed to see boats on the
canal. We had a brilliant week’s holiday, so
let’s “talk it up” because it really is the Pride

of Huddersfield, and will bring huge benefits
and enjoyment to the people of
Huddersfield and the Colne Valley towns.

“Congratulations” to all those who had the
vision and “thanks” to all those who saw it
through.

John & Nicki Smith
Narrow Boat Warwick (a Shire Cruiser)

Turned out to be quite a good final effort!
Thanks to all those people who have
bothered to write to me over the last six
years.

Ken Wright

The Real Heroes
The following glowing testimony is re-
printed from the May 2001 edition of
Canal Boat and Inland Waterways.

There is a danger that the rush of rebuild-
ing in the last two years that has brought
this glorious line (The Huddersfield
Narrow Canal) close to re-opening has
obscured where the real credit lies.

Thirty years ago, the Huddersfield Narrow
Canal was an abandoned ditch, consid-
ered by most people to be beyond recall.
But there were visionaries out there, who
formed the Huddersfield Canal Society.
Impervious to the doomsayers, they
persevered, getting the right contacts
established.  Before long, ‘The Impossible
Restoration’ - as it had come to be known
- did not look quite so much the stuff of
dreams.

Those early society members saw the
incalculable benefits of getting local
communities and councils involved, the
technique that is now considered the key
to any successful restoration and rebuild-

ing along the sections of the canal that
were still accessible.  They rebuilt most of
the locks that are open today, ran
tripboats, and kept the flame alight.  But
there were several complete blockages
that no amount of enthusiasm could get
round, including the derelict Standedge
Tunnel.  These would require millions of
pounds to open up or by-pass, so a
consortium was formed comprising the
society, local councils, and British Water-
ways.  Titled the Huddersfield Canal
Company, in 1995 this applied for a
Lottery Grant of €15m.  To this was added
€12m from English Partnerships, plus €3m
from the councils, and the society itself.
Suddenly the impossible restoration was
becoming possible.

We do not have the space to name all the
names that contributed to this success,
but as you travel up this beautiful water-
way, give silent thanks to the men and
women who made it happen.

Amen to that. Ed.



WEST SIDE SOCIAL MEETINGS:

It has been apparent for several years that West Side Social meetings in the Summer are poorly
attended because members are away on holiday or have other commitments.

Similar to last year, it has been decided to
suspend social meetings between July and
September.  Therefore, the date for the next
meeting at the Tollemache Arms will be 10th
October.

Meetings commence at 8.00pm.

The Back Page
THE SOCIETY
WELCOMES
THE
FOLLOWING
NEW
MEMBERS:

MEMBERSHIP RATES

Individual €9.00
Family €11.00
Life €90.00
Associate €15.00
Corporate €150.00

ADVERTISING RATES
Per Issue Per Year

Quarter €9.38 €37.50

Half €18.75 €75.00

Full €37.50 €150.00

COPY DATE
Articles, letters and comments
for Issue 138 of Pennine Link
should reach the Editor at 45
Gorton Street, Peel Green,

Eccles, Manchester, M30 7LZ
by 17th August 2001

PENNINE LINK ARCHIVE:PENNINE LINK ARCHIVE:PENNINE LINK ARCHIVE:PENNINE LINK ARCHIVE:PENNINE LINK ARCHIVE:

The following back issues are available free
from John Maynard, 29 Thick Hollins Drive,
Meltham, Yorkshire, HD7 3DL.  Please send
an A5 stamped, addressed envelope (44p) or
A4 sized envelope (76p) for joint issue 81/82.

24, 25, 38, 47, 54, 56, 58, 59, 64 to 66, 74,
75, 77, 79, 80 to 83, 85 to 89, 92 to 97, 99,
101, 103, 104, 117 to 119, 121 to 135.

These are the only back issues available, please
do not request issues which are not on this list.
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2620 Mr Nield, 
2621 Mrs Walker, 
2622 Mr Peacock, 
2623 Mr Smith, 
2624 Mr Lockwood, 
2625 Mr Tonge, 
2626 Mr & Mrs Pollard, 
2627 Mr & Mrs Lear, 
2628 Mr Enright, 
2629 Mr & Mrs Taylor, 
2630 Mr Parker, 

Across:  7 Bleaklow, 9 Sloops, 10 Biss, 11 Castle mill, 12 Tender, 14 Hem heath, 15 Sneyd junction,
17 Alvecote, 19 Bollin, 21 Marton pool, 22 Arch, 23 Brunel, 24 Kirklees.

Down:  1 Sluice, 2 Pans, 3 Blackrod, 4 Asylum, 5 Coombe hill, 6 Appleton, 8 Wash house lock, 13 Diesel
tank, 15 Saltaire, 16 Cobblers, 18 Oundle, 20 Itchen, 22 Acle.

The Huddersfield Canal Society wishes to express its thanks
to CTP St James for their sponsorship of this edition






