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A tricky mouthful for a Heron, 
having landed a Perch from the 
Narrow Canal at Linthwaite.
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Editorial
“You wait seemingly 
for an eternity and 
then three come 
at once”.  This is 
frequently cited as 
the experience of 
those waiting for a 

bus.  Writing this, I can sympathise with 
that feeling in the light of the growing 
numbers of television programmes 
featuring canals.

In my editorial piece in our Autumn 
edition you will recall that I wrote about 
and commented on three programmes/
series which had appeared on our 
screens up to that point in the year.  No 
sooner had we gone to press with that 
piece than yet another series appeared, 
this being the BBC production “Canals 
– The Making of a Nation” presented by 
Liz McIver.

This series came at the subject from a 
different angle.  Rather than taking the 
form of a progression along a length of 
canal stopping off at points of interest, 
it featured a chronological progression 
examining how canals had contributed to 
the development of the Nation.  Starting 
in the eighteenth century with the 
construction and work of canals in the 
pre-railway era, it progressed through to 
the present day.  In the final programme 
showing how, following years of post war 
neglect, canals had, in the 21st century, 
become places of tranquillity with a 
growing popularity for days out and 
boating holidays.  

One of the early programmes was of 
particular interest to us, featuring the 
construction of the three trans-Pennine 

canals.  Starting with the Leeds-Liverpool 
it moved on to include a lengthy segment 
about the Narrow with a particular focus 
on the construction of the Standedge 
Tunnel.  The undoubted highlight of this 
was an all too brief interview with our 
own Dr Bob Gough.

It is reported that this series, which went 
out on BBC 4, achieved record-breaking 
viewing figures for that Channel and that 
the BBC were delighted at the positive 
response they received.  

Further evidence of this public appetite 
for canal programmes is seen in the 
current screening of the third series of 
Tim and Pru’s “Great Canal Journeys” 
and the concurrent repeats of Julia 
Bradbury’s Canal Walks.

However, as they say, “you can’t please 
all of the people all of the time” as 
demonstrated by a letter received in 
response to my piece in Issue 191 from 
Society member Peter J Rice.  Peter 
wrote to me to say that whilst he had 
enjoyed the programmes he felt that they 
did not set good examples to boaters.  
He is concerned that inadequate time 
was left for some of the journeys, 
meaning that they finished in the dark.  
Also that several collisions had occurred 
which were made light of and could have 
been avoided.

These are undoubtedly valid concerns 
from the point of view of good, safe 
boating practice and I thank Peter for 
taking the trouble to write.  However, 
I guess that, in their defence, the 
producers would argue that the 
programmes they are making are 
essentially to entertain their audience, 
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in the interests of which an element of 
poetic licence must be allowed.  That 
what we see is not the result of single 
linear shoot but the assembly of many 
hours of film edited down to create the 
finished programme.

As enthusiasts who are committed to 
promoting and securing a sustainable 
future for our own canals as part of the 
network, I think we need recognise this 
and, on balance, welcome the exposure 
that canals are receiving on national 
television while tolerating the inevitable 
flaws.  This is because I think that this 
degree of exposure is an important factor 
in securing the long term future of the 
network.

Inspired by what they have seen and 
heard, some viewers might be moved 
to take to the water themselves either 
by acquiring their own boat or deciding 
to sample the experience by hiring a 
boat to take a boating holiday with 
family or friends.  Others will perhaps 
be encouraged to seek out volunteering 
opportunities either with a Society such 
as our own or with CRT.  Many more will 
recognise the recreational opportunities 
which canals can offer and will be 
attracted to walk, cycle, picnic or just 
indulge in a spot of gongoozling.

However, for most, the principal 
attraction of these programmes is the fact 
that our canals are extremely telegenic.  
They make for good, family viewing.  
Even if viewers are not inspired to take 
to the water or volunteer they will be 
left with a positive image of our canals 
as an important and valued part of 
our history and of the urban and rural 
landscape.  This will hopefully nurture a 
widespread acceptance of their status as 
a genuine National Treasure.  Given that 

CRT is only guaranteed funding for the 
next eleven years, the more this message 
becomes embedded in the national 
psyche the better it is for the long term 
future of our canals.

In the light of this evident growing 
popular interest in the life and times 
of the canal network, as Editor, I have 
been disappointed in the past year to 
experience increasing difficulty in filling 
the pages of Pennine Link.  

I am mindful that in the heady days 
leading up to restoration there was much 
to write about and comment upon in 
comparison with where we are today.  
To obtain a feel for how things have 
changed I have taken a random dip into 
our on-line archive.  In each case I have 
looked at the Winter edition and have 
found the following:  

In 1984 we had 32 pages (as we do 
today).  By 1993 we had expanded to 
48 pages and by 1999, on the cusp of 
restoration, Pennine Link had expanded 
further to 56 pages.  Ten years ago in 
2005 we were still filling 52 pages.  
Today, were are back at 32 pages and, 
despite the best efforts of Claire and 
Bob to drum up custom, interest from 
commercial advertisers is minimal.  

Faced with this, I was beginning to 
wonder if we need to accept the 
reality of the situation and think about 
a further reduction in the number of 
pages or in the number of Issues per 
year.  Thankfully in this Issue, as far as 
contributions are concerned, we have 
been able to reverse this trend.  This 
has been done due to the efforts of 
our Marketing Officer, Claire, who on 
my behalf has sought out potential 
contributors and invited them to come 
on board. continued over



6 - Pennine Link

continued ...  I am, therefore, delighted 
to welcome four new contributors to 
the pages of Pennine Link.  They are, 
Janet Tiffin, who is a keen member 
of our Shuttle crew, Peter Fox of 
Saddleworth Museum, Rhys Wynne who 
has recently been appointed by CRT 
to lead the Community Roots Project 
and longstanding society member Peter 
Killan.  My sincere thanks goes to all four 
of these contributors and a big ‘thank 
you’ goes to Claire.  But I must not forget 
our regular contributors to whom thanks 
is due for their continuing support.   

Also in this Edition we have the 
results of our annual photographic 
competition.  My thanks to all of those 

Chairman’s Report

who have entered their pictures and my 
congratulations to the winners.

In 2016 we will be continuing our 
efforts to attract more contributions 
and I will conclude by repeating my 
regular invitation to all of our members 
that if you have a tale to tell, boating 
experiences to relate or thoughts that you 
wish to share the pages of Pennine Link 
are always open to you.  Just forward 
your contributions to us, preferably in 
electronic format, to Bob at the office.  

It now remains only for me to sign off by 
wishing you all a very happy Christmas 
and a good New Year in 2016 on and 
around the Narrow, the Broad and the 
rest of our waterway network.

Graham Birch

With few leaves 
left on the trees 
after a very wet 
and windy spell, 
Winter has arrived 
in the Pennines as I 
write this in mid-
November.

In my Autumn piece for Pennine Link 
I commented on the many short-term 
stoppages to navigation across the 
whole network which occurred during 
the cruising season.  Some of these also 
temporarily prevent access along towpaths 
whilst repair works are undertaken.  On 
our own Huddersfield Narrow Canal there 
is currently a suspension of navigation and 
towpath use beside the derelict Westwood 
Mill as the building is in a dangerous 
condition.  This mill is a Grade 2* listed 
building, the oldest industrial building on 
the Canal, and has been in a shameful 
condition for some time.  I for one would 

like to see essential repairs followed by 
an imaginative reuse of the building, 
but this will require major funding and 
collaboration between the owners and 
the planning authority.  It is such a shame 
that initiatives ten years ago did not 
reach fruition.  The adjacent mill pond, if 
repaired to a leak-proof condition, could 
provide some much needed off-line 
mooring.

As well as continuing investigation of 
leakage on three sites on the East side 
(above Locks 1E, 12E and 29E) there 
has been a spate of failures on West side 
Locks during the late Summer period.  
On the Diggle Flight, Lock 28W suffered 
damaged tailgate paddles and a headgate 
cill failed on Lock 26W.  Further down the 
Tame Valley there was a failed quoin at 
Lock 10W and a broken cill at Lock 8W.  
All these disrupt boat crews making the 
Pennine passage and mean that CRT staff 
and their contractors have to deal with 
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unplanned repairs.  It all goes to show the 
challenges of maintaining a 200 year old 
network.

Feedback from boaters often comments 
about shallow sections so it is very pleasing 
to see the completion of £300,000 worth 
of dredging on the East side between 
Lock 6E and Lock 20E in September and 
October.  £400,000 worth of planned 
Winter dredging is already underway 
between Locks 13W and 21W.  This major 
investment will be a great step forward in 
improving the navigability of the Narrow 
Canal.  The expenditure roughly doubles 
the annual spending on the HNC for this 
financial year and represents a significant 
commitment from the Canal & River Trust.  
Other works planned this Winter are gate 
replacement at Locks 10W, 11W and 24E 
(head gate only) and a concerted effort 
on resolving leakage at Locks 22W and 
23W, 24W and 28W.  This will involve 
waterway wall and Lock brickwork repairs 
and polyurethane resin injection to resolve 
the leakage at Lock 24W, which is the one 
at Wool Road.

After a period of 14 months, we have 
a meeting arranged soon with the 
Manchester & Pennine Waterway Manager 
David Baldacchino so that we can be 
further updated on plans and raise issues 
which the Society consider to be priority 
ones. 

Our trip boat Marsden Shuttle has 
completed its season and been prepared 
for Winter.  The modest increase in 
available crew has meant that it has run 
on 52 occasions and carried around 3,000 
customers.  I would like to join Mike 
McHugh in thanking all crew members 
old and new for their work on our flagship 
vessel.  

Trevor Ellis and the maintenance team 
have kept on top of their usual duties.  

Thanks go to them for helping to keep 
the Narrow Canal looking good.  As 
always, new volunteers will be made most 
welcome.

Adoption by community groups of sections 
of canal is an expanding activity and one 
which is very much to be encouraged.  
Council member Peter Rawson has 
coordinated further canal clean-up events 
around Stalybridge and reports a pleasing 
reduction in the amount of litter having 
to be collected.  In recognition of his 
commitment to his home town and the 
waterfront environment, Peter has also 
been elected as Chair of the Stalybridge 
Town Team which coordinates activities 
between the business sector and the local 
authority.  The work of the Greenfield 
Towpath group is well chronicled in 
Pennine Link, but now I understand that 
a start is being made to set up a group to 
adopt the stretch of canal at Uppermill.  
Over on the East side clean-ups are 
being organised by a separate group in 
Slaithwaite.  I hope that we can report 
more on these developments in future 
editions.  In the new year we’ll start 
planning our next Volunteer Social.

Tuesday October 6th 2015 marked 150 
years of Turnbridge on the Huddersfield 
Broad Canal.  HCS Council members Eric 
Woulds, Trevor Ellis and I were joined by 
friends from the Calder Navigation Society 
and South Pennine Boat Club together 
with CRT’s heritage adviser Graham 
Mitchell to mark the event.  A quick clean 
around, erection of HCS banners and 
some bunting suitably prepared the bridge 
for the photocall and photographer Julian 
from the Huddersfield Examiner did the 
business whilst we raised and lowered 
the bridge.  It made the Press almost 
immediately and a number of people 
have since commented favourably on the 
coverage. continued over



8 - Pennine Link

Manchester & Pennine Update
Following the 
Summer break, the 
Partnership came 
together again in 
September for a 
two-day “away-
day” session in 

Chester.  The main purpose of the session 
was to identify priorities and commence 
planning for the next financial year.  

Starting with a look back over the 
first three years, it was agreed that 
the Partnership had established a firm 
foundation and that there had been 
some notable successes.  Foremost 
amongst these had been the Green Flag 
award for the Macclesfield Canal and 
the promotion of a range of Volunteering 
initiatives such as the setting up of the 
Adoption Groups and the Observer 
Networks.

Building upon this and looking forward, 
amongst the priorities identified for the 
future were:

•  Preparation of a Destination 
Management Plan for the Standedge/
Tunnel End site.

•  Promotion of increased use of and 
improvement to the water supply 
to the Ashton, Rochdale and 
Huddersfield Narrow Canals.

•  To continue to pursue a re-negotiation 
of the Operation & Maintenance 
agreements for Huddersfield Narrow 
(and Rochdale) Canals to secure long 
term financial support.  

•  Expand the range of volunteering 
opportunities for example engaging 
with those who have specialist skills 
in areas such as environment and 
heritage.

continued ...  It was good to meet members 
John and Nicki Smith at the Marsden 
Jazz Festival.  They had brought their 
narrowboat up from Battyeford for a 
final Autumn cruise.  What better way to 
enjoy the festival than having their own 
ready-made accommodation.  It set me 
thinking about how best to promote the 
wide range of festivals which take place in 
the villages along the Narrow Canal to the 
boating fraternity and thereby encourage 
more people to venture onto our splendid 
northern waterways.  As we start our 
review of the Society’s business plan this 
is sure to figure in amongst our marketing 
activities.

My own canal travels have finished for 
the season.  Our narrowboat is moored 
in a marina in central Birmingham for 

the Winter.  This location will enable us 
to tackle the fascinating network in the 
Venice of the Midlands next Spring and 
Summer.  It is 40 years since I first joined 
a group of friends hiring a boat to cruise 
the Midlands waterways including some 
backwaters of the Birmingham Canal 
Navigation which rarely saw leisure boats 
then.  It was the start of an enthusiasm 
which is still with me and I continue 
to enjoy use of the inland waterways 
and especially involvement in a Society 
ensuring that our incredible canal heritage 
is maintained into the future.

Best wishes to you and yours for Christmas 
and the New Year.  

Alan Stopher
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•  Develop an Arts and Culture Strategy 
in partnership with local artists and 
higher education providers.  

•  Consolidation and extension of the 
Green Flag project, in particular 
following up the recommendations 
made in the award citation 

•  Seek to establish an operational base 
for M and P in central Manchester 

These and other priorities were then to 
be discussed internally by CRT during 
the Autumn with a report back to the 
Partnership at its meeting in December.  

Whilst these discussions of the future 
priorities have been taking place, there 
have been several other happenings of 
note both locally and nationally.

Community Roots Project

In our own area we have seen the 
launch of the Community Roots Project.  
You may recall that in our Summer 
Issue I reported on this project which 
is focussed jointly on the Huddersfield 
Narrow and the Rochdale Canals.  
Funded jointly by the Esmée Fairburn 
Trust and the Post Code Lottery, this 
project underwrites the funding for three 
years of an Engagement Officer whose 
work will focus on those sections of 
the HNC and the Rochdale which are 
included in the SSSI designations.   
The aim will be to enhance and conserve 
these sites by organising and leading a 
programme of conservation management 
activities involving local communities and 
volunteers.  

At the time of this previous report 
the post of project leader was being 
advertised.  I am pleased to be able to 
report that the post has now been filled 
and that work has started.  Moreover the 
newly appointed project leader, Rhys 

Wynn, has written a piece introducing 
himself and describing the first stages of 
his work for this Issue. 

New Website 

At the National level there can be no 
doubt that one of the major events of the 
late Summer/Autumn was the launch of 
the Trust’s new website.  Amongst the 
main innovations are:

•  Streamlined navigation around the 
site - the aim has been to de-clutter 
the main site menus, in response to 
requests from users, so as to make it 
easier for visitors to the site to find the 
information they are seeking.

•  The introduction of a “Local to You” 
search page, the purpose of which 
is to enable users to home in on 
their local area, or an area they are 
intending to visit, to find out about 
events, news and information about 
that area.  To go to this click on the 
“Local to You” icon on the home page 
and type in a location e.g. Marsden, 
and the extent of the area you wish 
to search and this will bring up a 
range of information about that area, 
including a dedicated link to HCS.  

•  New and improved interactive maps – 
based upon feedback given by users of 
the site which highlighted this.

•  Introduction of a number of Quick 
Links to some of the more popular 
pages have been added to the home 
page.  These includes links to the boat 
licensing homepage, events, stoppages 
and notices.  

•  There is a new Document Library 
where it is possible to search for 
waterway related documents and 
resources.
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The Regional Waterway Pages have been 
improved such that each of the waterway 
regions now has its own section which 
will be regularly updated with the latest 
news, consultations, events, plans and 
meetings for that area.  To access this 
type in the name of the region (e.g.  
Manchester and Pennine) in the search 
box on the home page and this will take 
you directly to a range of material about 
that region.

Launch of Water Resources Strategy 

In previous updates I have referred to 
the work being undertaken by CRT to 
prepare a strategy for the management of 
water resources across the system.

I can now report that the strategy 
document ‘Putting the water into 
waterways 2015-2020’  was launched 
in early November and it can be viewed 
on the CRT’s new-look web site.  It has 
been developed after taking account 
of the 169 responses (including ones 
from HCS and from the M and P 
Partnership) received during an eight 
week consultation period earlier this 
year.  It sets out a work plan for the 
next five years and looks as far ahead 
as 2050 to understand the longer term 
pressures and challenges.  Its stated aim 
is to “ensure that the nation’s waterway 
network continues to have the water it 
needs to meet the demands of boaters, 
support businesses and sustain important 
wildlife.”

The Strategy identifies the key challenges 
which will need to be addressed in the 
coming decades, notably climate change, 
the very welcome increasing popularity 
of boating, changing environmental 
legislation and the impact of planned 
canal restoration projects on the 
demand for water.  Its approach is to 

seek to understand the implications 
of these future pressures and to plan 
to address them in an effective and 
sustainable way so as to give boaters and 
businesses confidence in the future of the 
waterways.  

National Trustees Visit

Rather than holding their meetings in 
London or at the Milton Keynes HQ, it is 
the practice of the Trustees to visit each 
of the Partnership areas and hold their 
meetings in that area.  On November 
18th/19th meeting of the National 
Trustees it was the turn of the M and P 
Region to welcome them.

The visit commenced with a trip to 
the Manchester City Centre section of 
the Rochdale Canal.  On a walk from 
the Bridgewater Hall to the start of the 
Ashton Canal they viewed new canalside 
commercial development in the city 
centre, the Dale Street Undercroft and 
the new residential development in the 
New Islington area.

They then returned to the Bridgewater 
Hall for a reception where they had an 
opportunity to meet over a hundred 
invitees all with links to the region’s 
canals and representing a range of 
public, private and voluntary sector 
organisations.  A speech of welcome was 
given by the Chair of M and P , Professor 
Walter Menzies.  This was followed by 
short speeches from the guest of honour, 
Sir Richard Leese, Leader of Manchester 
City Council and from Allan Leighton, the 
recently appointed Chair of the National 
Trustees.  Sir Richard spoke about the 
important contribution of the city’s 
waterways in the achievement to the 
city’s economic, tourism, healthy living 
and environmental quality objectives.

Graham Birch
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Steamboat on the Narrow

The steamboat ‘Whistle down the Wind’ cruises 
past the Society’s office at Wool Road.

Letting off steam 
in Lock 24W.
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The Community Roots Project
C

RT

In 1988 a section of the Huddersfield 
Narrow Canal was declared a Site of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) by English 
Nature.  The designated stretch is on the 
West side and extends from the start of 
the canal near Portland Basin right up 
to near Roaches Lock in Mossley.  As 
a result of this designation, the stretch 
benefits from extra protection in terms of 
its nature conservation.  

Canal and River Trust’s Community 
Roots Project aims to work with 
the local communities to improve 
the environmental condition of the 
designated section of the HNC and 
a similarly classified section of the 
Rochdale Canal.  It is a 3 year project 
supported by the Esmée Fairbairn 
Foundation and players of People’s 
Postcode Lottery.

Following my appointment to lead the 
project one of my first tasks was to 
carry out a biodiversity survey along 
the protected length of the SSSI.  This 
required me to walk the length of the 
stretch a few times at the height of 
Summer, noting down the flowers and 
plants that I observed.  I recorded a 
diverse range of flora 
along the margins 
including wonderful 
stands of hemp 
agrimony, gypsywort, 
meadowsweet and 
water mint with 
common spotted 
orchids down the 
towpath.  With 
Kingfishers flashing 
by and brown 
Hawker dragonflies 

darting overhead, it was hard not to feel 
extremely lucky to have this as my job.

In September, I worked with the 
Huddersfield Canal Society, the Wooden 
Canal Boat Society (WCBS) and local 
volunteers on a task day clearing the 
canal on its Stalybridge stretch.  The 
WCBS brought “Forget Me Not” one of 
their wooden boats which enabled us to 
reach parts of the canal inaccessible from 
the towpath.  We had brought along 
grappling hooks and together worked 
our way down from the WCBS boatyard 
above Lock 7W to Lock 4W.  On this 
short stretch we managed to pull out 
3 vanloads of bikes, scooters and 24 
trolleys. 

One of the trolleys we lifted out had 
been colonised by a freshwater sponge 
which had grown over some of the 
trolleys grill (pictured below).  As a filter 
feeder the constant flow of water through 
the grill gave the sponge a constant 
source of food and obviously suited it 
very well.  We rushed back to the depot 
for heavy bolt cutters and carefully 
cut round the sponges section, before 
returning it safely to the water.
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Award Winning Hotel in the Heart of Huddersfield Town Centre

Huddersfield Central Lodge
3 Star Metro Hotel

Pleased to support the Huddersfield Canal Society

11-15 Beast Market T: 01484 515551 
Huddersfield E: angela@centrallodge.com
HD1 1QF W: www.centrallodge.com

Protective gloves for 
this female, non-

native and decidedly 
aggressive,  American 

Signal Crayfish.   
Their spread has put 
great environmental 

pressure on our native 
White Clawed species 

(inset picture).

On the Rochdale Canal stretch I worked 
with local volunteers to re-introduce the 
rare submerged plant Floating Water 
Plantain (Luronium natans) back into 
the canal.  Over a couple of events we 
managed to replant approximately 4,000 
new plants.

In late October we returned to 
Stalybridge and had a second day 
of “grappling” with the HCS, WCBS 
and local volunteers.  This time we 
concentrated on the winding hole below 
Lock 4W.  Together we managed to 
pull out a motley collection including 
shopping trollies, kid’s scooters, road 
work signs, a fence panel, a wheelchair, 

a suitcase, two prams and a huge haul of 
bikes.  It took 3 van journeys to cart most 
of it away for recycling.  The rest was 
floated away on a passing CRT work boat.

No sponges this time, but we did 
encounter fearsome American Signal 
Crayfish, one of which was a female with 
a mass of eggs in a sack under her tail.

I hope to make these days a regular 
monthly event and also run similar 
task days within the SSSI, so if you are 
interested in getting involved please get 
in touch with me.  

I also will be arranging nature walks 
and practical training days so for more 

information and regular updates 
about the project visit:  
https://www.facebook.com/rhys.wynne.5 

Rhys Wynne 
Community Roots Project Leader (North)
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From Tunnel End to Casablanca
Marsden Shuttle volunteer Janet Tiffin, 
writes of a memorable experience while 
crewing on the Society’s tripboat.

The “crewing day” started out like any 
other on the Huddersfield Canal; the sun 
was shining and the clouds were non-
existent on that July Sunday morning. 
There were quite a few people milling 
about in Marsden, which we felt was a 
good sign as far as paying customers were 
concerned!

We put the boards out at Tunnel End and 
trundled off to Marsden and on the way we 
passed a group of about a dozen walkers 
who were on the towpath and heading in 
the direction of Tunnel End.  There was an 
exchange of waves and ‘good mornings’ 
as we passed and I thought that one of 
the ladies reminded me of someone, but 
thought no more about it and we got on 
with the day ahead.

We had had quite a lot people on the 
Shuttle and hardly stopped all day.  Later in 
the afternoon, when we arrived at Tunnel 
End there was a queue and they turned 
out to be the walkers we had waved to 
earlier in the day and their party filled 
the boat.  I gave my well-rehearsed safety 
talk, collected money etc. and asked the 
walkers where they were from (I am from 
East Yorkshire and detected a familiar 
accent).  I was thrilled to hear that they 
were from Hull, which is where I was 
born and lived until 2 years ago when my 
husband, Anthony and I “defected” to 
West Yorkshire.  I told them that I was from 
Hull and as I happened to be sat opposite 
the lady I had seen earlier and thought I 
recognised, I spoke to her and this is how 
the conversation went:

Me: I think I know you from somewhere?

Lady: Well I used to live in Bilton (for those 

who do not know that area Bilton is a 
suburb of Hull) 

Me: I used to do my shopping in Asda at 
Bilton as I used to live in Skirlaugh (a nearby 
village in Holderness) before moving to 
West Yorkshire.

As soon as I mentioned the village of 
Skirlaugh, I could sense that this lady was 
thinking about that information; I could 
almost see the “grey matter” working!  So 
it was for me and it was almost a “Eureka” 
moment as it clicked in both our minds at 
the same time; we did know each other 
and had done so for many years!  We had 
not seen each other for about 19 years, 
although Anthony and I had known her 
and her late husband for about 40 years as 
both our husbands had been Fire Officers 
together in Hull.

We were so excited to see each other again 
after all those years.  We had exchanged 
Christmas cards for years and  sometimes 
bumped into them at ASDA. When her 
husband passed away she  moved house, 
to be nearer to her family, and as so often 
happens, we lost touch.

We were both so happy to see each other 
and the members of the walking group all 
got involved in the “reunion” and were 
just as excited as we were.  We exchanged 
phone numbers and addresses and the lady 
heading the walking group promised they 
would come back again next year for a 
trip on the Canal and to enjoy the fantastic 
walking routes around Marsden.  

I was so happy to have met up with an 
old friend again and my face ached with 
smiling and as I said to her as they were 
disembarking the boat “... on all the 
canals in all the world ...” etc.   Our most 
memorable day crewing this year!

Janet Tiffin
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150 Years of Turnbridge
6th October 2015 marked the 150th 
Anniversary of the opening of Turnbridge 
in Huddersfield.  This iconic structure, 
also known as Locomotive Bridge, was 
built over the Sir John Ramsden Canal, to 
cope with the increased weight of traffic, 
in 1865.  

The driving force behind its construction 
was Richard Armitage who was the 
proprietor of Turnbridge Ironworks.  His 
business required the passage of heavy 
loads which had outgrown the capacity 
of the old swing bridge.  Armitage is 
reported in the Leeds Mercury at the 
time as being referred as “Commissioner 
Armitage”, so he was presumably himself 
one of the Improvement Commissioners 
advising the owning railway company 
of where its priorities should lie.  It 
appeared therefore that there was an 
element of self-interest in his promotion 
of the scheme.  

It is thought that Turnbridge Ironworks 
was the forerunner of what later became 
W.C. Holmes sited opposite the bottom 
of Quay Street.  Armitage also had an 
interest in a fireproof mill in Quay Street 
(quite possibly the one still there on the 
town side of the bridge).  

Upon the opening of the new bridge 
in 1865, the then weekly Huddersfield 
Examiner reported:

REMOVAL OF THE OLD 
TURNBRIDGE IN QUAY STREET

During the week the Old Turnbridge has 
been removed from the place it has so 
long been, and another of a very superior 
kind, called the locomotive bridge, has 
been substituted in its stead.  It is one of 
a novel construction, and can be raised 

up to allow boats to pass under it.  This 
operation is done with the greatest ease 
by a boatman with a windlass.  One 
advantage of the new bridge is that it 
can be moved with great facility, and is 
calculated to be able to carry any weight 
that can be brought over it, its bearing 
weight being seventy-five tons.  Another 
advantage the new bridge has over the 
old one is that it only requires raising from 
one foot to six, or in proportion to the 
height of the boats passing.  It has been 
erected by the London North Western 
Railway Company.  The approach to the 
bridge has been set with Welsh granite, 
which we believe is probably the first 
introduction of that kind of pavers in the 
town.  Some bridge of this sort was much 
wanted.  Messrs Armitage and Company 
being in the habit of taking bales and 
heavy castings, varying from five to fifteen 
tons, exclusive of six ton waggons, over 
the bridge.

The bridge has undergone changes since 
its construction.  It is now lifted with the 
aid of an electric motor but still exhibits 
the distinctive balance weight enclosures.  

Huddersfield Canal Society Council 
members Trevor Ellis and Eric Woulds 
joined me to do a quick litter pick, erect 
banners on the footbridge and put some 
bunting along the parapet.  Graham 
Mitchell, CRT’s Heritage Adviser for 
the North East and East Midlands gave 
his blessing to our preparations and 
Calder Navigation Society members, 
Peter, Avril and Nigel joined us at the 
bridge at 11am on 6th October 2015 
in time for the Huddersfield Examiner 
Staff Photographer, Julian, to capture the 
event with his camera.  The bridge was 
lifted for the Press photographs.
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Graham Birch, Bob Gough, 
Peter Rawson, Alan Stopher

In the press release I was quoted as 
saying: ‘Turnbridge is a much loved 
Scheduled Ancient Monument in a town 
full of fine buildings.  It is entirely fitting 
that its 150 year anniversary is being 
celebrated.’ At the event I also decided 
to read out the 150 year old newspaper 
report.

I’m pleased we took the trouble to 
mark this anniversary.  Thanks go to 
Keith Noble for suggesting it, to Eric and 
Trevor for helping out and for Peter, 

Avril and Nigel from CNS for taking the 
time to join us.  Turnbridge is the only 
Scheduled Ancient Monument on the 
Huddersfield Canals.  The designation 
ensures a high level of protection and 
predates the ‘Listing’ of buildings.  It 
enabled us to meet Graham Mitchell 
and discuss heritage matters informally.  
HCS has worked with his Manchester & 
Pennine opposite number Judy Jones on 
a number of occasions, so it was good to 
get to know Graham who deals with the 
Huddersfield Broad Canal.

Alan Stopher

Gathered on the liftbridge, L to R: Nigel from Calder Navigation Society (CNS), 
Graham Mitchell (CRT), Trevor Ellis and Eric Woulds (HCS), Avril Davies (CNS), 
Peter Davies (CNS and South Pennine Boat Club) and me (HCS).
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2015 Photographic Competition Results
Competition Judge, Alan Stopher, writes:

This year there were fewer entries; 40 
in the Huddersfield Canals category and 
only 7 in the Other Waterways category.  

Despite the reduced numbers there was 
still a good range of entries particularly 
in the first of these.  There was an 
improvement in printing quality, which 
was pleasing although one aspect, the 
increase in use of borders, meant that 
some entries displayed colours which 
drew the eye from the subject matter.

The overall winner this year again came 
from the ‘Huddersfield Canals’ category.  
Peter O’Brien’s fascinating reflection 
of the Huddersfield Incinerator on the 
Broad Canal, ‘Near Hillhouse Lane’, was 
well composed and full of subtle detail.  
Well done to the photographer for 
presenting a different approach.

This year we included the Broad Canal 
with the Narrow in Category A.  The 
winner of the Huddersfield Canals 
category was Ian 
Kennedy’s capture 
of a boater relaxing 
beside his vessel whilst 
his barbeque is alight.  
The human element 
and smoke from the 
barbeque make for a 
pleasing image.  The 
main focus is sharp 
and the out of focus 
background is sufficiently 
clear to give a sense of 
place, the Broad Canal 
downstream of Aspley, 
without competing with 
the main subject.  

A nearby location was also the subject 
of the runner-up in Category B.  Ian 
was also the author of the atmospheric 
Winter view of boats and snowy towpath 
near Turnbridge.  Beautifully sharp there 
is much to admire in this scene.

The Category B winner, brought success 
to one of our earliest competition 
entrants, Alan Crosby, who has not 
submitted in recent years.  His print of 
Dukinfield Junction is the best image I 
have seen of this historic location.  

Taken at a good time with gentle Winter 
light and bare trees it captures the sweep 
of the unusual bridge and shows the 
splendid chimney in its entirety.  

Alan was also the author of the  
runner-up in this category.  His 
striking portrayal of the Waterhouses 
aqueduct over the Medlock river on 
the Hollinwood Branch benefits from 
beautiful light streaming through the arch 
and reflecting in the river.  

Both of Alan’s successful 
prints show the benefit 
of choosing the best 
lighting conditions in 
which to photograph.  

Well done to the 
winners and runners-up 
and many thanks to all 
for entering.  I enjoyed 
looking at your work 
and don’t be surprised 
if any of the entries 
appears in future HCS 
publications, or even in 
this one!’

Alan Stopher

Photographic CompetitionPhotographic Competition
The Huddersfield Canal Society 
is once again running its annual 
Photographic Competition. 
Open to all ages, the competition has 
two categories for entries, with an overall 
winner, and a panel of judges will decide 
the winners. The winning entries will be 
published in the Winter edition of our 
prestigious magazine.

Don’t forget the closing date!

THE CATEGORIES  

A - Huddersfield Canals (Narrow & Broad)
B - Other UK Waterways 
plus an Overall Winning Photograph

THE RULES

The competition is open to everyone - 
members and non-members alike.  

There is no entry fee!

Enter prints only, Black & White or 
Colour, sized between 6”x4” to a 
maximum of 8”x6”.  You may enter up to 
5 prints per category.

Entrants agree their pictures may be used 
by the Society for promotional purposes.

SEND YOUR ENTRIES TO:

Photographic Competition 
Huddersfield Canal Society, 
Transhipment Warehouse, Wool Road, 
Dobcross, Oldham, OL3 5QR

Please put your name and address on the 
back of each photo AND the category 
for which it is being entered. Enclose 
a stamped SAE if you wish the return 
of your entry.

THE CLOSING DATE 
Friday 13th November 2015
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Category Winners

Dukinfield Junction.  Alan Crosby, Ashton-u-Lyne

Relaxing at Aspley Basin 
Ian Kennedy, Huddersfield
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Winter’s Evening near Turnbridge 
Ian Kennedy, Huddersfield
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Street Scene Greenfield Group

SSGG IS GREENFIELD-BASED COMMUNITY ACTION WORKING FOR YOU TO BUILD 
CONFIDENCE AND PRIDE IN OUR COMMUNITY 

(A sub-group of Greenfield & Grasscroft Residents Association) 
- YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE -

New Members welcome  info@ggra.co.uk  or ring: 01457 597666

Peter Lowe gets his back into it while Peter Killan 
aids the fence post extraction.
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The next 6 months’ 
project dates have been 
agreed with Canal & River 
Trust and can be seen on 
the Tesco noticeboard or 
by contacting the Project 
Leader, Gill McCulley, on 
01457 870364 or email: 
gillmcculley@yahoo.com.  

Repair work to, and 
replacement of, the 
fencing along the section 
between Hall’s Lock and 
the steps up to Uppermill 
High Street started in 
October.  This is proving 
to be a serious challenge 
to even the hardiest 
volunteers and will take a 
while to complete.  

At the time of writing, 
CRT were still awaiting 
delivery of the 
replacement fencing 
posts and brackets, so it 
will be a while before a 
difference is made.

Meantime, in spite of 
some poor weather 
conditions in November, work continued 
with stone laying (now well in excess of 
110 tons) and cutting back vegetation.

Gill and Jo Holt were pleased to meet 
the newly formed Uppermill Community 
Action Network, lead by Peter Killan, 

on their first towpath project day on the 
17th October.  They were able to give 
some help and advice gained from their 
experience with the Greenfield Group.
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Volunteers Dave Watson & 
Greg Barratt tackle another 
fence post - these lads are not 
especially camera-shy!

 STREET SCENE GREENFIELD GROUP and other volunteers
would like to wish members of the Canal Society 

A very Happy Christmas and 
a Happy and Healthy New Year
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Saddleworth is very fortunate to have a 
Museum devoted to its history but what 
prompted the vision for the establishment 
of a Museum in Saddleworth is an 
interesting story in itself.  In 1958 the 
founder of the Museum, Roger Tanner, 
visited the small community of Bodo 
in Norway, in the Arctic Circle.  The 
township of around 10,000 people, 
boasted a museum in which was 
displayed and recorded the history of 
the last 200 years, and in particular how 
the inhabitants had earned a living.  The 
viewer was drawn into the lives of these 
people and it prompted the thought that 
if this relatively small community could 
preserve its past in such a way, why not 
Saddleworth?

The visit provided the inspiration: 
Saddleworth, with its rich history, 
had something to preserve and much 
to tell.  In the past Saddleworth had 
undergone many changes, but at the 
start of the sixties it was poised to go 

Saddleworth Museum - Into the Future
through another period of change.  
There were numerous weavers cottages 
in near derelict condition, the textile 
mills, were open to foreign competition 
and new housing developments 
were on the horizon.  It was time to 
preserve some of this local heritage.  It 
must be remembered at the time that 
Saddleworth’s villages were still very 
much ‘working’ villages.

It wasn’t until the late 1950s that a vision 
for the Museum finally came to fruition 
with the purchase of the old steam 
house, part of Victoria Mill, located 
on High Street, Uppermill.  The mill 
occupied the site of what is now the 
Museum car park.  The Museum opened 
its doors to the public in 1962 after a lot 
of hard work by volunteers had gone into 
converting the building.

A museum inevitably needed old objects 
to collect and display and from the start 
an appeal went out to the people of 
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Artist’s impression of the new museum 
frontage on High St, Uppermill.
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Saddleworth for anything old and curious 
but particularly for objects, documents, 
photographs etc that had a connection 
with Saddleworth, the latter being very 
much part of our current collecting 
policy.  

The essence of the Museum from the 
beginning was that it was to be a totally 
independent organisation, run as a 
Charitable Trust.  It remains so to this 
day, and is therefore very reliant on the 
support of local people.  A ‘Friends of the 
Museum’ group was established early on 
and they still actively support the work of 
the Museum.  

In 2012, the Museum celebrated its 
50th year as an independent museum 
and reflected that in that time it had 
expanded with an extension which 
included an art gallery and had 
grown from being just a museum into 

a community resource.  The event 
prompted the start of a project titled ‘Into 
the Future’ looking at putting the facilities 
on a sound footing for the next 50 years 
as the old mill building originating from 
1862 was in serious need of upgrading 
not least the fact that the roof leaked.  
The Museum took on consultants 
Headland Design and Manchester 
based architects OMI and the project 
was developed also working with the 
Heritage Lottery Fund.  In 2012 the 
project won funding of £1,046,000 from 
the Heritage Lottery to carry out a major 
refurbishment of the building which will 
include, full disabled access, new shop/
reception area, new displays, etc.  The 
work will see the Museum closed until 
Summer of 2016 and we sincerely hope 
you will come and see us then.  

Peter Fox 
Museum Curator

H
ea

dl
an

d 
D

es
ig

n

New displays will be a major feature 
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Local Canal Adoption
Uppermill Community 
Action Network (UCAN)

Having been a boater [now ex-boater] from 
the early 1970s and living by the canal 
in Uppermill since it’s reopening, I have 
always been conscious of the need to bring 
our restored canal up to the standard of 
other canals in this country.  Whilst some 
essential major repairs were undertaken 
according to priorities, numerous minor 
repairs and necessary improvements were 
generally neglected.  Attending British 
Waterways user group meetings and other 
BW events over the years had produced 
sympathetic responses but no real action 
– usually blamed on lack of funding and 
manpower.  I hoped that things would 
improve with the launch of the new charity 
the Canal & River Trust [CRT] in 2012.

One positive step initiated by HCS was to 
set up the Canal Observer scheme early 
in 2014 and I volunteered to cover the 
Uppermill section of approximately one 
mile.  After a year of completed reports 
and no real improvement, it became clear 
that progress was unlikely in Uppermill 
without a lot more volunteer involvement.  
The existing HCS volunteer group led by 
Trevor Ellis continues to make significant 
improvements but cannot possibly be 
expected to cover the whole canal.

I had recently become aware of the Canal 
Adoption initiative introduced by CRT and 
also of the considerable achievements of 
the Street Scene volunteers in Greenfield.  
Earlier this year I was contacted by Steve 
O’Sullivan, the CRT Volunteer Coordinator 
for this area, who stated that CRT was keen 
for a local group to adopt the Uppermill 
stretch of the canal.  Peter Rawson and 
I met Steve in March for a preliminary 
meeting at which Steve outlined that, if 
we could demonstrate local support, CRT 

would provide back-up with equipment 
and materials.

Following the meeting, I joined a number 
of Street Scene work parties in Greenfield 
and attended one of their committee 
meetings.  I received lots of useful advice 
and Gill McCulley and Peter Lowe were 
especially helpful.  Street Scene was 
originally established in the days of British 
Waterways and, at that time, BW did 
not have funds available for equipment 
or materials.  The situation has changed 
completely under CRT and we are 
fortunate in Uppermill that we do not have 
the initial problem of funding our activities.

The previous year I had unofficially 
recruited a small number of volunteers 
from the local pub to do a tidy-up job on 
the canal but obviously needed to enlist a 
larger hard-core of volunteers if we were to 
adopt the Uppermill stretch.  I was delayed 
by other commitments over the summer 
and then, by a stroke of good fortune, 
a public meeting was held in August 
at Uppermill with an excellent turnout 
of about 100 residents to discuss the 
formation of a new community association.  
At that meeting it was agreed to form the 
Uppermill Community Association with 
Nick Watts, another canal-side resident, 
as Chairman and I also obtained a list of 
people interested in forming UCAN an 
action group which could become a sub-
group of the Community Association.

I contacted Steve O’Sullivan who proposed 
an initial ‘taster’ session which was held on 
Saturday October 17th at Limekiln Lock.  
We had an excellent turnout of over 25 
volunteers and, after an introduction by 
Steve, we set about vegetation clearance 
and litter-picking and made a noticeable 
difference in a short space of time.  Nine 
volunteers, assisted by Phil Smith of CRT, 
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then took part in a further successful 
session on Thursday 5th November on the 
stretch from Wade Lock to Moorgate Street 
and were able to collect 40 bags of rubbish 
and vegetation in a couple of hours.  

For the future it is planned to hold morning 
work parties once a fortnight, alternating 
between weekdays and Saturdays, with 
volunteers welcome to attend as and 
when they can.  We will shortly agree a 
programme for the first six months of 2016 
with Nick Atkinson of CRT.  In addition to 
litter-picking and vegetation clearance, it 
is hoped that a selection of the following 
work will be undertaken, including a 
variety of tasks to maintain the interest of 
the volunteers:-

•  Lock gate painting and paddle gear 
lubrication.

•  Towpath and Car Park improvements  
in the Wool Road area.

•  Minor repairs to stonework and  
re-pointing.

•  Repairs to wash-walls where coping 
stones have collapsed into the canal 
This is obviously more specialised but 
Street Scene are hoping to start on 
this next year and we should be able 
to assist them and learn from their 
experience.

•  Assistance with clearing off-side 
vegetation using a work boat.

•  Planting wild flowers.

•  Any other priorities identified by the 
volunteers or CRT.

We intend to make a difference to the 
Canal and its surroundings in Uppermill 
and, as the Community Association 
becomes established, it is hoped to also 
improve other areas within the village.  Any 
HCS members who wish to join UCAN or 
require more information are welcome to 
contact me at peterkillan@hotmail.com or 
01457 878361.

Peter Killan

UCAN volunteers on their inaugural ‘bash’ 
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After campaigning 
by your Society, 
dredging has taken 
place this Autumn 
over a two and a 
half mile section 
of the East side of 

Huddersfield Narrow Canal through 
Linthwaite and Milnsbridge.

In early September, Land and Water, 
contractors for Canal and River Trust, 
established an off-loading point on 
Lowestwood Lane, near Titanic Mill, 
Linthwaite.  After cutting back offside 
vegetation, they first dredged the pound 
between Locks 16E and 17E, including 
the turning circle above Lock 16E.

From there they dredged the pounds 
West to Lock 19E near Thornton and 
Ross’ Linthwaite laboratories.

Eastwards they went down to Lock 6E, 
including dredging the bar created by 
the inflow from Golcar Brook and the 

long pound over Golcar Aqueduct.  
As they moved East they re-located 
the off-loading compound to below 
Lock 8E, opposite Hadfields Bakery in 
Milnsbridge.

Spending two months on the Canal, all 
the dredgings were taken away from the 
off-loading ponits by Hargreaves lorries 
to CRT’s tip on the Calder and Hebble 
Canal at Battyeford, Mirfield.

It is now hoped this formerly shallow 
section of our Canal will be easier for 
boaters to navigate and they will now be 
able to make use of the newly dredged 
turning circle opposite Titanic Mill’s Spa 
complex.

Also, the full width of the Canal, 
revealed with the cutting back of offside 
vegetation along the dredged length, will 
make boating easier for canal travellers 
and open up the aspect for walkers and 
cyclists on the towpath.

Keith W Sykes

East Side Dredging

Keith Sykes
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Left:  Water-based dredging starts 
between Locks 16 and 17E near 
Titanic Mill, Linthwaite.
Above:  A long-arm excavator 
empties the mud hopper.
Right:  A mystery object!

A Mystery Object ...

Whilst off-loading the 
dredgings, this curious 
object came to light.  Made 
of salt glazed earthenware, 
it is hollow, with a number 
of holes spaced over it’s 
textured surface.  Another 
example was found later.

It seems reasonable that 
they served an industrial 
purpose, though unlikely 
connected with the woollen 
industry in the valley.

One suggestion is they come from a 
chemical plant and were packed into 
a reaction tower to give a significant 

increase in surface area for catalytic 
reactions to take place.  

However, the jury is still ‘out’ and 
any further suggestions or definitive 
identification would be most welcome!

Keith Sykes
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Navigated the Narrow 
and don’t have a plaque?

It is available at £5.00 for Society 
members, £8.00 for non-members and 
£4.00 for non-members who join the 
Canal Society at the time of applying.  
Postage & packing is £1.00 per plaque.

An application form can be  
downloaded from our website:
http://www.huddersfieldcanal.com/#74-club

or collected from the Tunnel End Café, 
or simply send a cheque payable to 
‘Huddersfield Canal Society’ 
with a covering note to:
74 Club Plaque 
Transhipment Warehouse, Wool Road 
Dobcross, OLDHAM  OL3 5QR

HUDDERSFIELD CANAL SOCIETY
welcomes the following new members in 2015

2869      Marsden, West Yorkshire. 
2870      Burnage, Manchester. 
2871     , Greenfield, Oldham, Lancashire. 
2872     , Marsden, Huddersfield, West Yorkshire. 
2873      Bicester, Oxfordshire.  
2874     , Quarmby, Huddersfield, West Yorkshire.

74 Club Members
 
We welcome the following intrepid  
boaters who have successfully 
navigated the Narrow this year. 

Mrs Hayhurst INERTIA 
  ditto WESTWOOD
C & H Rushton STRAYAWAY 
A Brook SUN CONURE 
S Jenner KINGFISHER 
J Hanks JOIE DE VIVRE 
P Thomas FALCON 
T Welsh CORNWALL 
M Bird SUSSEX

Make your voice heard!

Comments entered on the application form 
are forwarded to both the Canal & River 
Trust and Manchester & Pennine Waterways 
Partnership.  This helps influence the 
decision-making process for work on the 
Narrow Canal and  improvements to the 
navigation of our ‘Everest’ of the system.
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COPY DATE

Articles, letters and comments 
for Issue 193 of Pennine Link 

should reach the Editor at  
Transhipment Warehouse, 

Wool Rd, Dobcross, OL3 5QR 
by 26th February 2016

MEMBERSHIP RATES

Individual £9.00 
Family £11.00 
Life £90.00 
Associate £15.00 
Corporate £150.00

ADVERTISING RATES
Page Per Issue Per Year

Qtr £12.50 £50.00

Half £25.00 £100.00

Full £50.00 £200.00

For legal reasons, only Huddersfield Canal 
Society members are eligible to subscribe 
to HCS 220 Club, so if you are reading this 
and not a Society member, join us and then 
sign up to the 220 Club.

AND here are the results of our 
Seventh quarterly draw:

Total Subscribers: 47 
Total Prize Fund: £112.80

1st Prize:
Mr A Zajac  winning  £75.20
2nd Prize:
Mr C B Holmes winning  £37.60

Congratulations to the prize winners!

220 Club - 7th Draw

What are the connections between 
 the images in the order shown?A Puzzle for You
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We now have 47 
paying subscribers 
giving, as you can 
see, a quarterly 
Prize Fund of 
£112.80 with 
a first prize of 

£75.20 and second 
prize of £37.60!  The 

more who subscribe, the higher the prize 
fund offered for your £2 a month stake.

To join, you need to complete the enclosed 
application form or it can be downloaded 
from our website.  Do consider completing 
a Standing Order and then you’ll never 
miss a draw.






