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They’ll miss the exercise - Stalybridge Volunteer Team land a quadruplet of shopping trollies from the Canal.  
The introduction of locks, suitable for the new pound coin, is hoped to make this a thing of the past; at 
least any future salavage may have an unexpected bonus for the Christmas Party fund.
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Editorial
Welcome to this 
milestone edition 
of Pennine Link.  It 
is a milestone not 
because, as I said in 
our Autumn edition, 
this is my final 
outing as editor but 

because after forty three and a half years we 
have reached edition 200.  

During the course of the past year, Bob and 
I have given much thought as to how to 
mark edition 200 and whether we produce 
a one-off special, looking back over the 
previous 199 editions.

However, we concluded that it would be 
more appropriate to focus on the ‘here 
and now’ reflecting life on the canal as it is 
today.  Hence, you will find in the following 
pages reports from the growing number 
of adoption groups together with news 
of the Society’s own activities.  There is, 
nonetheless, one special item which I am 
delighted to include in recognition of the 
landmark, in the form of a typically upbeat 
contribution from our President, David 
Sumner MBE.

For my own part, in this final editorial, I 
am taking the opportunity to reflect briefly 
on my period as editor and to offer a few 
thoughts about the future.

Looking through my back copies of Pennine 
Link I was mildly surprised to find that I too 
have reached a minor milestone in the role 
of editor as this is my 25th edition.  The first 
was number 175 when I was one of a series 
of guest editors who stepped in following 
the retirement of Alwyn Ogborn.  Having 
enjoyed that experience I took on the role 
permanently with issue 177 in the Spring of 
2012.  

In my first edition (No.175) in Autumn 
2011, I was pleased to be able to give 
extensive coverage to the Society’s 

celebration of the bi-centenary of the 
opening in 1811 of the Huddersfield 
Canal to through navigation.  This was an 
event particularly close to my heart as I 
had worked with then Chairman, Neville 
Kenyon, to secure the funding for the event, 
and its legacy, from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund, Pennine Prospects and Oldham 
Council.

Other highlights for the Society in the past 
six years reported in Pennine Link have 
been our own 40th anniversary which was 
marked in April 2014 by a celebratory 
evening at the Marsden Mechanics Institute 
and this Summer’s Pennine Explorer 
Cruise.  Who, when the first magazine was 
produced in 1974, could have anticipated 
seeing the scenes which we witnessed in 
that wonderful, if at times very wet, week at 
the end of June?

On the wider canvas, without doubt 
the major event in the waterway world 
since 2011 has been the winding up of 
British Waterways and the transfer of the 
stewardship of the waterway network to the 
Canal and River Trust (CRT).  

Links between BW and the voluntary sector, 
our own Society included, had been less 
than positive and volunteering was often at 
best grudgingly tolerated.  The hope was 
that things would change and, as evidenced 
by the emergence of a growing number of 
adoption groups supported by CRT, this has 
happened.

The Trust also opened the door to new ideas 
and initiatives by setting up the regional 
Waterway Partnerships and I was given the 
opportunity to play a part in this when I was 
appointed as a Trustee of the Manchester 
and Pennine Waterway Partnership (M&P) in 
March 2012.  

This gave me the opportunity to meet and 
come to know key people at CRT (both 
regional and national).  I was clear from 

the outset that my rôle with M&P was not 
as a delegate from HCS.  However, my 
rôle enabled me to keep the Society up to 
date with the Trust’s priorities and activities 
through the pages of Pennine Link and to 
ensure that the Narrow and the Pennine 
Ring were not overlooked by the Trust.

As I write, I am not clear whether I will have 
a continuing rôle with CRT after next Spring 
when my six year appointment as a Trustee 
will come to an end.  However, whilst I 
am in a position to do so, I will continue to 
provide my updates for Pennine Link.  

One final comment on the subject of CRT is 
to say that despite the negative comments 
which I still hear occasionally, it has been 
my experience that difficult decisions are 
not taken lightly and that the staff from 
the Chief Executive down have a genuine 
interest in, concern for and commitment to 
the waterways and all of their users.

Turning now to the future both of the 
Society and Pennine Link.  You will have 
read in Pennine Link over the last several 
years about the deliberations undertaken 
by Council about the future operation of 
HCS.  Efforts have been made, such as the 
setting up of the 220 Club, to increase our 
level of income.  However these have had 
only modest success and it has been agreed, 
given our diminishing financial resources 
that the Society will, in the future, need to 
return to the status of a purely volunteer run 
organisation.  There is no fixed timescale for 
this but change will have to come because 
the ‘bottom line’ is that the Society must 
continue.

As we move into 2018, the end of the 
Operation and Maintenance Agreements 
with the Local Authorities draws ever closer.  
Moreover, with the continuing climate of 
austerity and the huge uncertainties facing 
our national life, the likelihood of renewal in 
some form seems at best remote.  

Also, in the longer term, the period during 
which CRT is guaranteed to be underwritten 

by Central Government is also time limited.  
The only certainty is that a network more 
than 200 years old will continue to need 
maintenance and that there will always be 
more to do than there are resources to pay 
for it.  

Therefore, as a Society, we owe it to those 
many members who worked so hard to 
bring about the “Impossible Restoration” to 
ensure the continued “improvement and 
maintenance in good order” of our Canals.  
The work of our own volunteers in tandem 
with the emerging adoption groups will help 
with this.  However, I see our principle role 
as being the voice of our Canals; a voice 
which is there to hold CRT to account and 
to make the case for the investment needed 
to maintain and enhance our canals and at 
the same time increase their usage now and 
in years to come.   

Our legitimacy in this role comes from our 
members and the link between Council and 
our members is Pennine Link.  Therefore 
as David Sumner says in his conclusion 
“Pennine Link will and must continue” 
although the format will probably have to 
change in due course from hard copy to 
online digital.  Personally, I am no Luddite 
and I fully embrace digital technology.  
However, I believe that Pennine Link should 
continue in its present hard, printed format 
for as long as possible because in this form it 
is universally accessible.  

It is now time for me conclude and to do so 
by thanking everyone who has contributed 
to Pennine Link during the past six years, 
without you we would not have a magazine.  
Furthermore, for every one of my 25 issues 
the same can be said of one person – this is 
of course Dr Bob Gough.  As editor I have 
been responsible for the words but the top 
quality publication you see before you is a 
testament to Bob’s skill and ingenuity.  No 
words are sufficient to thank Bob for his 
help and support during my term as editor 
but I will say it anyway – thank you Bob!

Graham Birch
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Chairman’s Report
Trans-Pennine boating 
is often thought of as 
a bit of a challenge 
given the number and 
frequency of locks.  
With the Pennine 
Explorer cruise out 
of the way, it was 

time to do a bit of boating ourselves.  Ali 
and I set off from the Cheshire Plain in July 
and headed over the Leeds & Liverpool 
Canal.  Not satisfied with that, we decided 
that we would complete all three in one 
season by climbing the Rochdale back over 
to Manchester, followed by the Huddersfield 
Narrow and Broad before heading to our 
Winter moorings in Sowerby Bridge.  With 
the help of family and friends, we managed 
all three crossings without undue difficulty.  
Each of these splendid waterways has their 
own characteristics: dramatic landscapes; 
industrial heritage and distinctive towns 
and villages.  As for ease of operation, all 
function well in their own way, but the 
Huddersfield Narrow is the easiest with its 
more manageable narrow locks.  

With the main cruising season over for 
another year, winter stoppages have 
now started in earnest on the waterways 
network.  All the ones programmed for the 
Huddersfield Narrow start after Christmas.  
The intention of the Canal & River Trust 
has been to try and keep one of the South 
Pennine Ring crossings open during the 
winter period, so in the run up to Christmas 
work is concentrating on the Rochdale Canal.  
As often happens with maintaining a two-
hundred year old network unexpected issues 
arise however.  A major one has been the 
closure of the Lower Peak Forest at Marple 
following movement of one wall of Lock 15.  
No date has been given yet for reopening 
after the sudden closure in the last week of 
September.  This brought premature closure 
to the Cheshire Ring which resulted in boats 
turning back or making much longer Pennine 

crossings.  The works on the Huddersfield 
start on 2nd January 2018 and are a mixture 
of gate replacements (at Locks 12W, 15W, 
25W) other repairs and grouting at Locks 
31E, 26E, 23E, 1E and 13E and stretches of 
work to combat leakage upstream of 31E and 
between 9E and 12E.

Our volunteer teams have been busy.  The 
Marsden Shuttle has operated throughout 
the season although the aim of running both 
Saturdays and Sundays each weekend has 
yet to be achieved because of insufficient 
crew availability.  Two more skippers are 
being trained in November and a recruitment 
drive is being planned for February 2018 in 
readiness for the new season.  If any of our 
readers would like to join the fun of running 
the Shuttle on the highest canal pound in 
the UK, please contact Mike McHugh whose 
details are shown on the inside front page.

The volunteer maintenance team, led by 
Trevor Ellis, has concentrated on litter picking 
and vegetation trimming during the wet 
autumn when lock gate painting has not 
been feasible.  It is hoped that work can 
extend to off-side vegetation management 
but we await the availability of a workboat 
from the Trust.

Trevor reports that he personally has 
chaperoned boats through the tunnel on 
81 occasions in the 2017 season.  With the 
passages covered by his fellow volunteer 
chaperones this indicates that around half of 
passages have involved volunteers rather than 
paid staff.  This has been a boon in allowing 
the Trust to redeploy staff to other essential 
duties, such as water management, but the 
Society is keen to see any further increase in 
volunteers enabling more capacity for transit 
days and passages through the Standedge 
Tunnel.  The new online booking system 
is effective and easy to use, but it is still 
difficult to capture information on how many 
prospective bookers are put off by the lack of 
availability in the busy part of the season.

Aside from our own volunteers, it is good 
to see the work of the adoption groups 
expanding as more become involved in 
caring for the Huddersfield Narrow.  It is a 
positive story against a background of the 
continuing financial cutbacks and generally 
challenging financial environment.

I’d like to put on record the Society’s 
appreciation for the efforts of Graham Birch 
who has ably edited this journal for 25 
editions up to and including this one, his last.  
In the absence of offers to take on the rôle 
on a permanent basis we’re starting a period 
of guest editorship.  Keith Noble will be 
editing the Spring 2018 edition followed by 
me with the Summer one and Peter Rawson 
with next Autumn’s.  As always the work of 
compositing and layout will be in the capable 
hands of our Administrator, Dr Bob Gough.

Some new leaflet racks have been purchased 
and Tony Zajac has compiled a list of 
locations to site them along the canal in 
information centres, waterways amenity 
blocks and cafés.  Look out for these as they 
appear filled with the latest version of the 
canal map and back issues of Pennine Link.  

I’m pleased to say the Society has agreed to 
underwrite the cost of publication of Trevor 
Ellis’s new book on the Standedge Tunnels.  
Although some aspects of their histories, 
including our wonder of the waterways 
network, have been covered by previous 
publications, this work brings together the 
researches of our late member Geoff Brown 
who was an authority on the Tunnels and 
the knowledge and experience of our Vice-
Chairman.  It is close to going to Press and 
though coming too late for this Christmas, 
is sure to interest many of our members 
and enthusiasts of waterways and industrial 
archaeology when it appears on the shelves.  

Council members attend a number of 
meetings and conferences over the year 
and there have been a number of late.  We 
keep in touch with the Northern Canals 
Association which is a useful forum for 
exchanging knowledge with a number of 
canal societies many of which have active 

restoration projects.  Keith Sykes attended 
the autumn one hosted by the Pocklington 
Canal Society.  Current work on this canal, 
off the Yorkshire River Derwent, involves 
dredging to maintain the wildlife interest of 
the waterway which is a designated Site of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).  A helpful 
spin-off will be ensuring navigability of the 
next stretch to be made available to boat 
traffic.  This ecological and navigational win-
win matches a similar project in our own SSSI 
stretch of canal in Tameside a year or two 
back.

I recently attended the annual Pennine 
Prospects Conference held in Mytholmroyd 
Community Centre.  The building had been 
reopened following flood damage repairs 
earlier this year but nearby there are still signs 
of work going on to overcome the severe 
damage to roads, housing and businesses.  
Pennine Prospects continues to be the focus 
of celebrating and promoting the historic 
landscape and settlements of the South 
Pennines, traversed by the Leeds & Liverpool, 
Rochdale and Huddersfield Narrow Canals.  
I listened with interest to presentations from 
a variety of speakers including Moors for 
the Future which is doing excellent work to 
re-wet the moors with the aim of reducing 
the occurrences of flooding in the valleys.  
The notion of establishing a Regional Park 
in the South Pennines is gaining traction 
and the pros and cons of this idea led 
to a lively discussion in the workshop 
which I joined.  Time will tell whether this 
proposal goes forward but anything that 
brings more sustainable investment into the 
South Pennines to balance the economic 
dominance of Manchester and Leeds will 
be good for our canal and the communities 
along the route.

Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year 
to all our members, their families, friends of 
the Society and all those who help maintain 
our canal whether voluntarily or in their 
work.

Alan Stopher
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Manchester, Pennine & Potteries Update
Since my last update, 
the Partnership 
(MP&P) has met 
twice.  The first 
occasion was for a 
two day planning 
session in Chester 
in mid-September.  

The second was for the bi-monthly plenary 
meeting in central Manchester in November.  

The purpose of the September meeting 
was to identify priorities and start the 
planning process for 2018/19.  However, 
the Partnership was also asked to look at the 
longer term and respond to the Trust’s new 
Business Planning process.  

The latter took up the greater part of the first 
day and in an introduction, it was explained 
that this process is being introduced because 
it is recognised that CRT needs to start 
planning now for the time when the initial 
funding guarantees come to an end.  Whilst 
much has been achieved in the first five years, 
it is acknowledged that there is much more 
to do if the Trust is to be able to ensure that 
it is in a position to move forward as a secure 
and self-sustaining independent charitable 
organisation.

In a presentation, the principal actions which 
will underpin this process were set out.  These 
include: 

• Improving external communication to 
increase brand awareness amongst the 
general public and in particular amongst 
key decision makers such as MP’s and 
Council Leaders.

• Improving the volunteer experience by 
widening the scope of volunteer activity by 
offering opportunities to engage in a wide 
range of tasks from a range of disciplines.

• The overall aim, moving into the next 
decade, will be for the Trust to be, and be 
recognised as, a self-sustaining, leaner and 
more cost-effective organisation than that 
which it replaced in 2012.

The second day focussed on plans for MP&P 
in 2018/19.  Arising from the discussions, 
some of the proposals the Partnership would 
wish to see progressed were:

• Preparation of a detailed “Manchester 
Plan” aimed at enhancing and raising the 
profile of the City Centre waterways.

• Support for the Stoke City of Culture 
project

• Steps to grow and improve the volunteer 
programme with a particular focus on 
youth engagement.

• Continued engagement with the Northern 
Powerhouse and the GM Spatial Strategy

Following on from the above discussions 
on the new Business Planning process, a 
series of major changes in the management 
and operation of CRT at a national level 
were announced in early November.  The 
announcement was prefaced by explaining 
that the aim of the changes is to simplify 
how CRT works and in turn ensure secure 
a sustainable and positive future for the 
waterways.  The key changes are as follows:

Julie Sharman takes on the role of Chief 
Operating Officer responsible for all day-to-
day operations, performance, service delivery 
and local engagement through the Trust’s 
waterway teams.  

Stuart Mills will be Chief Investment Officer, 
responsible for the Trust’s main income 
streams including charitable fundraising and 
museums.

Heather Clarke, with whom I have worked 
closely as head of Planning, becomes Strategy, 
Impact and Engagement Director responsible 
for brand, marketing and public affairs, in 
addition to her responsibilities for strategy and 
planning.

Simon Bamford becomes Asset Improvement 
Director, responsible for delivering the Trust’s 
long-term asset programmes – both through 
the Trust’s Direct Services teams and its 
contractors.  

Mike Gooddie becomes People Director and 
Sandra Kelly remains as Finance Director, 
with no change to the scope of their roles.

At our Partnership meeting in November, two 
main topics were discussed.  

First, we had a presentation by Simon Papprill 
on the progress of the projects on which the 
Trust is working in partnership with Stoke 
City Council, these being the Stoke Towpath 
Project and 2021 City of Culture bid.  The 
former is a package of schemes which will 
upgrade the city’s waterways to improve their 
environment and accessibility.  He told us that 
a final sign-off is imminent and that work will 
commence in the current financial year and 
continue in 2018/19.

Work on the final bid for the 2021 City of 
Culture, for which Stoke is one of the five 
finalists, is now complete and has been 
submitted to the judging panel.  A decision 
will be announced at an event to be held in 
Hull, the 2017 City of Culture, in December.  

Second, Danny Matley who is a member of 
the Trust’s Youth Engagement team gave a 
presentation on the Trust’s emerging Youth 
Engagement Framework.  He explained that it 
was recognised that young people represent a 
new and previously under-engaged audience 
for the waterways.  Furthermore they are the 
visitors, volunteers, supporters and work force 
of the future.  However, surveys of young 
people (aged between 15 and 25) had found 
that 45% had never heard of the CRT and a 
further 12% had heard of it but knew nothing 
of what it did.

The Trust is therefore setting out to reach this 
hugely important cohort of the population 
through its new Framework and ambitious 
targets have been set.  For example by 2025 
the aim is that half a million young people 
representing all communities will each year 
broaden their learning and improve their skills 
through the Trust’s waterways, museums and 
attractions.

At the conclusion of Danny’s presentation, 
Gillian Renshaw reported on progress on 
Youth Engagement in the MP&P area.   

She said that numbers of young people 
engaged so far in 2017/18 stood at 4,205 
compared with 666 in 2016/17.  In the same 
period volunteering hours had increased from 
1,456 to 5,298.

News In Brief

Cycle City Project - Design revisions have 
been completed and agreed by the funder 
for the upgrade of the Golcar to Huddersfield 
section of the towpath.

The Buzz Project at Standedge Visitor Centre 
was launched in September.  This involves 
using a portion of land at the Tunnel End 
Reservoir for the keeping of hived bees. 
The project is aimed at helping local refugees 
and jobseekers to get involved with the 
community.

Manchester Hub - Problems with securing 
a suitable site for a Manchester City Centre 
base mean that the project is on hold.  
However efforts to identify a suitable, viable 
location are continuing.

The Trust are holding an Open Weekend 
on 1st/2nd/3rd of December at Deansgate 
Locks centred on Lock 90 which will have 
been drained as part of the winter works 
programme.  It will start with a launch for 
invited guests on the Friday afternoon and will 
then be open to the public from 10 until 4 on 
Saturday and Sunday.

Walter Menzies

At our meetings in September and November 
our Chair professor Walter Menzies was 
unable to be present.  This is because he has 
been unwell and has had a spell in hospital.  
Thankfully he is now recovering well and he 
expects to be able to attend our first meeting 
of 2018 in January.  I am sure that everyone 
involved with HCS would wish to join me in 
sending our good wishes and wishing him 
well for his continued recovery.

Graham Birch
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Pennine Link, past, present and future
Our President, David Sumner MBE, 
considers reaching our 200th Edition:

Pennine Link has been with us in the 
present format since Issue 26 when a 
graphic designer gave us (gratis) our new 
logo.  Colour appeared by Issue 110 and 
then permanently by Issue 127.  Whilst the 
format has remained largely unchanged, 
we have had many editors, all enthusiasts 
who have kept our canal in the news.  This 
was particularly important when we were 
in the midst of lobbying for moral and later 
financial support from the local authorities, 
various government bodies, British 
Waterways, as it was then, and yes Europe 
for European Regional Development 
funding.

You can read the detail of our campaign on 
our website (past issues see “Membership”) 
and be kept informed of this and current 
activities in the issues edited by our current 
editor Graham Birch who after this issue 
will retire but stay on Council.

Our first issues were Foolscap in format, 
typed onto a stencil and run off on a hand 
cranked machine.  I know this because 
when I joined HCS Council in 1977 I 
inherited this machine and then later an 
electric version.  Moreover, my first role on 
Council was as Duplicator.  It was decreed 
that every council member had to have a 
role which continued until after restoration.  
Early editors were G W Greenwood, whom 
I never met, and Alan Jervis.  

We initially published bi-monthly then 
moved to four issues a year and posted 
nearly 1,000 copies to our members and 
others who we hoped would help our 
cause.  We were ably assisted by amongst 
others a professional journalist the late Alec 
Ramsden - no fee charged - who was also 
our contact with Huddersfield councillors 
at a vital time in our restoration progress.  

Collecting news was via Bob Gough who 
also prepared the articles for print but the 
general style and content was down to the 
editor, as it should be.

Graham Birch was a senior member of the 
planning team at Oldham MBC and he 
has contributed his great knowledge of the 
canal during his time as our editor.  We also 
had an ex deputy Borough engineer Ken 
Wright as editor who not only worked our 
Restoration company’s dredger but also 
found time to raise the quality and humour 
in our journal.  Alwyn Ogborn another 
engineer edited for many years and had his 
own narrowboat.  

Not many of our early council members 
possessed a boat and perhaps that 
prevented us being a narrow-minded 
society.  In our formative years from John 
Maynard and Bob Dewey through to my 
tenure in office, we plied the mantra of 
canals for all.  I still remember defending 
our plans to restore the Uppermill section 
at the Saddleworth museum.  One dear 
lady said that boats would frighten off all 
the ducks.  Well boats didn’t but perhaps 
the Canada geese have!

The canal has contributed to the 
regeneration of the Tame and Colne 
Valleys.  There is further scope for this 
particularly in Stalybridge and we need to 
get more boats onto the canal and promote 
a better visitor attraction at Standedge.

You can read many of the twists and turns 
in our 43 year long history if you care to 
trawl past issues.  I believe that we were 
the finest restoration society in the UK and 
that today we are still a valuable caretaker, 
with CRT, and a voice for the living canal.  

The title of our first video was ‘The 
Impossible Restoration’.  I questioned 
Trevor Ellis to confirm that he was the 
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originator of this title, but in his usual self-
effacing manner he thought it came from 
David Hutchings.  I had to introduce David 
to an august audience in Chester when we 
had barely started restoration.  If he could 
restore the Stratford canal I thought we can 
restore the Narrow, and I never doubted it.  

The Society has won many awards over 
the years, including the Tom Rolt award for 
Pennine Link, and met people in all walks 
of life including many Riparian MPs, MEPs, 
Council Leaders, Chairmen and Chief 
Executives of BWB/CRT, Actors, Actresses 
and Royalty.  Praise has come from many 
quarters and we were pleased to have been 
accepted by members of the Huddersfield 
Canal Company when it oversaw the big 
push following the Millennium award.  

In the Spring issue 1992 in my Chairman’s 
Remarks I looked to the future, a little 
tongue in cheek, and offered some 
forecasts.  Two of these sadly proved untrue 
i.e.  One-way Tunnel trips helped by 

electric trains with new stations at Diggle 
and Uppermill by 1997 and by 2005 an 
imaginative shopping and leisure complex 
centred on the canal basin in Stalybridge.  
However the most important one, my 
forecast of through navigation by 2000, was 
out by only one year…

What of the future? HCS will continue 
perhaps as a slimmed-down structure in a 
new location.  At the same time, provided 
that investment in the maintenance of 
canals is upheld by CRT and, I would like 
to think, the Local Authorities then the 
Huddersfield Narrow will continue to be 
an increasing asset to the region and the 
nation.  A canal of which all our members 
past and present can be proud.

Finally, Pennine Link will and must 
continue.  Thank you to Graham and all 
our past editors and contributors.

David Sumner, MBE

Mission accomplished!  David, far left, with (l to r) HRH Prince Charles,  
BW NW Regional Manager Derek Cochrane and BW CEO David Fletcher, on-board 
the passenger module waiting to enter Standedge Tunnel in September 2001.
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Stalybridge Volunteer Group
We have been operating for several years 
now and concentrate our efforts on the 
section of canal in Stalybridge Town 
Centre.  The canal is a key feature of 
the town centre but there is no regular 
publicly-funded cleansing routine so our 
volunteer clear up sessions are essential 
in keeping the area as clean and tidy as 
possible.  Our main clear up sessions are 
generally held on a monthly basis and 
we normally meet at Holy Trinity Church 
which is close to Armentières Square

We work closely with Canal and 
River Trust (the Trust) colleagues and 
particularly with James Wynn who leads 
the Community Roots project and is 
responsible for volunteer groups on the 
Huddersfield Narrow and Rochdale 
Canals where they are designated as Sites 
of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).  As 
well as ensuring that our work does not 
adversely affect the SSSI, James been 
working with us to improve the canal-
side landscaped areas and the series of 
planters that are located along the edge 
of the canal channel.

You’ll see from the photograph that we 
have had a problem with trolleys in the 
canal this summer.  This has coincided 
with the change in the design of the £1 
coin which has resulted in a period when 
the trolley locks were inoperative.  New 
compatible locks have now been fitted 
so this situation should now have been 
largely resolved.

Tesco have kindly allowed us to site 
our volunteers’ cabin in their car park 
close to the canal.  Our current cabin, 
which houses all our tools and materials, 
is in very poor condition and does not 
reflect well in its town centre location.  

We are hoping to replace this soon and 
already have some funding from the 
Trust.  We have also been short-listed 
for the remainder of the funding need 
from the Tesco ‘Bags of Help’ scheme.  
The outcome of this will be decided by 
shoppers in local Tesco stores who will 
have the opportunity to vote for their 
chosen proposal from three short-listed 
projects each time that they shop in 
store.  If you happen to shop in Tesco 
Stalybridge or any of a number of local 
Tesco stores and you see our proposal 
listed, please vote for us by placing the 
token they give you in the appropriate 
slot! 

A recent series of sessions with the 
Wooden Canal Boat Society (WCBS) 
and the Trust has seen a huge amount of 
debris removed from the canal channel 
between Ashton and Stalybridge as well 
as sections of the Peak Forest and Ashton 
Canals.  We are very grateful to Chris 
Leah of WCBS and the Trust’s Phil Smith 
for organising this.  Our group helped 
out between the Tame Aqueduct and 
Stalybridge Town Centre and WCBS’s 
work boat made such a difference in 
accessing difficult areas and carrying the 
‘spoils’ of our collective efforts.  

On the same day we managed to make 
a start with clearing up around the Staley 
Wharf area and the embankment below 
High Street which has had no significant 
attention for a number of years.   
This area merits a comprehensive clear 
up and we plan to continue with this 
work in the near future.  I understand 
that the Trust is planning to bring 
in contractors to tackle the heavily 
overgrown areas at Staley wharf which 
will help with the re-establishment of 

wild flowers in this part of the SSSI.  
Consideration is also being given to 
thinning out some of the trees and 
reinstating the access paths down to the 
canal from High Street.  All of this work 
will make a huge improvement in what 
should be a very attractive approach, by 
boat and towpath, to Stalybridge Town 
Centre.

I would like to thank our volunteers for 
their continued support.  Thanks are 
also due to Holy Trinity Church for the 
hospitality and Tesco Stalybridge for 
their support.  The advice and support 
received from the Canal and River Trust 
is also much appreciated.

If you would like to join us in our efforts 
please check out the Stalybridge Town 
Team Facebook page for details of our 
sessions or contact the Huddersfield 
Canal Society (details inside front cover).

Peter Rawson
Photos: Stalybridge Volunteer Group

‘Bags of Help’ required for our volunteers’ cabin

WCBS’s workboat in Lock 6W with a goodly load 
of rubbish dredged from the Canal.

Will this dredge of trollies become a thing of the past with the introduction of new compatible locks?
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SSGG IS GREENFIELD-BASED COMMUNITY ACTION WORKING FOR  
YOU TO BUILD CONFIDENCE AND PRIDE IN OUR COMMUNITY 

(A sub-group of Greenfield & Grasscroft Residents Association) 
- YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE -

New Members welcome  info@ggra.co.uk  or ring: 01457 597666

The Street Scene Greenfield Team 
were delighted to announce earlier this 
year that they had been awarded the 
Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service, 
the equivalent of the MBE and the 
highest award in the country.

To quote from the email received by 
Co-ordinator, Peter Lowe: “The work 
your group does for the community was 
very much admired by the independent 
Assessment Committee, chaired by Sir 
Martyn Lewis CBE and I am delighted 
to inform you that your group has been 
selected as a recipient for The Queen’s 
Award for Voluntary Service (QAVS) 
2017. “

Peter and Assistant Co-ordinator 
Steph Pelmore were invited to attend 
the Queen’s Royal Garden Party at 
Buckingham Palace on May 16th and 
the formal announcement appeared in 
the London Gazette on June 1st, quoting 
Peter’s citation:

“Working inclusively for, with and 
throughout our Community to build 
respect for where we live.”

Peter has been keen to re-iterate that 
the Award is not only for the SSGG Team 
but also for all the Volunteers who have 

worked with them tirelessly over the 
years in so many different capacities.

A formal presentation was made on 
August 30th at The Monastery, Gorton, 
Manchester  by the Lord Lieutenant of 
Greater Manchester and comprised a 
beautiful crystal plus a certificate signed 
by the Queen.  

The Group travelled there in the Oldham 
Mountain Rescue Team minibus, driven 
by Team Doctor Andrew Taylor. The 
day was topped-off with a curry-night 
at Boarshurst Band Club, for the team 
and many of our volunteers to celebrate 
together.  It was an honour to receive 
such an accolade.

In the meantime, Tow Path Project 
Leader Gill McCulley won the annual 
“Above and Beyond” award for 
Greenfield and Grasscroft.  This is well-
deserved for all the effort Gill has put in 
to spearhead the Project. 

However, there is still work to do and 
do it we must. Our stalwart volunteers 
have repaired a further stretch of fencing 
alongside the tow path. This work will 
continue, more gravel is to be laid, 
vegetation will be cleared, litter removed  
and many other tasks.  

If anyone would like to be included on 
the mailing list for details of forthcoming 
work-party dates and other information, 
Gill can be contacted on:  

07963 521195  
or email  gillmcculley@yahoo.com  

On one of the recent November days, 
the Group had some unexpected 
visitors, referred to by Gill as “ewesless 
volunteers”!  (pictured opposite heading for the 
Limekiln Café to see their favorite Baarista)

Street Scene Greenfield Group

The Queen’s Award 
for Voluntary Service

The MBE for volunteer groups

Volunteers from the Street Scene group in the company of the Lord Lieutenant of Greater Manchester (centre 
front) and his entourage together with the Mayor and Mayoress of Oldham.  Steph Pelmore, Gill McCulley 
and Peter Lowe are 7th, 3rd and 1st from the right, respectively.

O
ffice of the Lord Lieutenant

SS
G

G
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HCS Volunteer Activities 2017
It doesn’t seem 
long since I tried 
to sum up the 
activities of the 
Society’s Volunteers 
in “Pennine Link,” 
but another year 

is coming to an end as I write.  Having 
transport, we are increasingly trying to 
“fill in” between a number of groups who 
have adopted various lengths, particularly 
on the West side and it is always difficult 
to work out what is going on and where, 
so that we don’t duplicate work that 
others are doing.

We started the year with our usual 
Winter activity of tree lopping and litter 
picking, finishing in February with the 
usual ordeal of the Ashton - Stalybridge 
section.  I’m told that the usual 
mountains of cans on this section are 
down to the local fishermen, but at least 
the old problem of supermarket trolleys 
has eased somewhat since coin machines 
were added by Tesco in Stalybridge.

In March and April we transferred our 
attentions to oiling and greasing the Lock 
gearing and we managed to do much 
of the East side and a few bits on the 
West that were then unattended.  The 
frustrating thing is that, since CRT started 
using biodegradable lubricants, if it rains 
heavily after the visit, then the whole 
job needs doing again.  Even with good 
weather, the racks could ideally do with 
oiling monthly.  I’m told that they are 
researching alternatives and we all hope 
that something new will have been found 
by 2018.

Over the Summer, as usual, we turned 
to painting balance beams and paddle 
gearing, carrying on where we left off 
very abruptly at the end of Summer 2016 
at Lock 35E on the Marsden Flight, when 
a small group had to pack up hurriedly 
and head for shelter.  We headed up the 
Flight during what passed for Summer 
2017, and went on and finally tried to 
tackle some of the Locks around Grove 
Road on the West side.  But as Summer 

became Autumn, it was soon 
apparent that we were fighting a 
losing battle and after a trip all the 
way there, only to go straight home 
again, we gave up for the year.

For the last few weeks it’s been 
back to the lopping and the litter 
again and at the time of writing 
we’re well up the East side.  With 
the development of groups 
adopting the West side, and 
having done the stretch around 
Grove Road when we were off the 
painting, that leaves only Ashton - 
Stalybridge again; I’m hoping that 
CRT are going to get a boat across 
so that we can do some work on 
the offside and perhaps tackle 
some of the dangly stuff in mid-
channel.

We are still working alternate 
Fridays, which seems to be a 
comfortable schedule.  If you wish 
to get involved, please give me a 
ring on the number in the front of 
this Issue.

Trevor Ellis
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Community Roots  by  James Wynn
Once again autumn has come to our canals 
and winter is nipping at its heels and I am 
pleased to be able to report that the Canal 
& River Trusts Community Roots project has 
enjoyed an excellent year.  A year in which 
we have worked with many different groups 
to learn more about our Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI) on the Huddersfield 
Narrow and the Rochdale Canals.  

In particular we have seen an increase 
in interest and opportunities from local 
schools and colleges This has benefited the 
project and its surrounding communities 
through the introduction of new and 
interesting events and projects offering 
the prospect of longer sustainability for 
Community Roots.  

For example, we recently supported 
over 300 young students at St Edwards 
Primary in Rochdale to construct a 
polytunnel.  An official launch was held 
for the tunnel, attended by the Mayor of 
Rochdale signalling the start of this exciting 
partnership.  Here the school will store and 
grow native plants for the benefit of the 
local environment and our SSSIs.  This is a 
long-term partnership which not only offers 
a sustainable source of plants, but also 
offers a great opportunity to educate young 
people on our fabulous canals.  It enables 
them to see what they can offer and what a 
diverse and precious resource they are.

Our links with Bury and Hopwood College 
are continuing to expand.  Bury College 
is not only renewing its commitment to 
work on the canal through the students’ 
eco surveying activity but also extending its 
involvement with week long volunteering 
by up to 20 students at a time to help 
maintain and clean up our SSSI sites.  

Meanwhile Hopwood college is now 
working with a commissioned artist to 
produce metal and stone art sculptures for 
our canals with Luronium being at the heart 
of the theme.

Over the summer we introduced some new 
events along our SSSI such as Let’s Fish, an 
open day for young children to come and 
have a go at fishing on our canal with the 
benefit of assistance by angling coaches.  
Participants were also given the opportunity 
to try out kayaking, again with the benefit 
of a qualified instructor.  This event was 
well received and gave us the opportunity 
to impart knowledge on the Community 
Roots project and the canal network.

Another event held was the very successful 
Plastic Fantastic project which gave 
members of the public the opportunity to 
trial paddle boarding along on our SSSIs, 
whilst in the process removing plastic 
and litter from our canals.  This offered a 
new experience to many as well as a fun 
alternative to help keep our canals clean.  

With the Community Roots project being in 
its final year we are delighted that so many 
of our groups our continuing to show their 
support by becoming a sustainable resource 
for our canals.  With our work plans for 
the final phase of the project coming into 
focus the next few months will be an 
exciting and busy time for all involved.  As 
ever, there are always opportunities for any 
people, businesses, groups or schools to get 
involved, so if you’re interested why not 
get in touch and find out more?  I can be 
contacted at: 

James.wynn@canalrivertrust.org.uk 

In the autumn of 2015 the Uppermill 
Community Action Network was 
founded as a sub-group of the Uppermill 
Community Association.  The Group gave 
residents and non-residents of Uppermill 
the opportunity to actively contribute to 
the general upkeep of the section of the 
Canal area running through the village.  At 
the start of 2016 UCAN officially adopted 
the Uppermill length of the canal and we 
now have an active band of volunteers who 
take great pride in their achievements.  

Our group Project Days are organised 
in association with the Canal & River 
Trust and we have made noticeable 
improvements to the surrounding area.  
Our projects have included carrying out 
clean-up initiatives, canal side vegetation 
clearance for safer boat passage, re-painting 
& maintenance of Dungebooth Lock Gates, 
litter-picking days and planting of wild 
flower beds to improve the outlook of the 
canal.  

During this past year our Group has 
been very busy.  Whilst continuing our 
usual litter-picks, vegetation clearance, 

flower planting, and seasonal balsam 
bash activities we have also expanded our 
attention to opening up the triangular plot 
of land by the side of the stepping stones, 
creating a much wider expansive view over 
the river from the canal towpath.  We were 
also very proud to assist Oldham Council 
with their successful entry in this years 
‘Britain in Bloom’ competition.  We hope 
to collaborate with them again in the future 
on other community environment projects.

We are always pleased to welcome 
new members and getting involved in 
volunteering in the local environment is a 
great way of meeting other locals, enjoying 
some healthy exercise and fresh air in a 
friendly atmosphere with a well-earned hot 
drink and biscuit at the end!

For anyone interested in joining us in 2018 
our calendar of future project days can be 
found on our website at:

http://ucanuppermill.com 
Alternatively you can contact UCAN’s 
Group Leader, Peter Killan on:
 01457 878361 or by e-mail at:

peterkillan@hotmail.com

Uppermill Community Action Network

U
C

AN
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Award Winning Hotel in the Heart of Huddersfield Town Centre

Huddersfield Central Lodge
3 Star Metro Hotel

Pleased to support the Huddersfield Canal Society

11-15 Beast Market T: 01484 515551 
Huddersfield E: angela@centrallodge.com
HD1 1QF W: www.centrallodge.com

Frank’s Walk for Alzheimer’s - Part 2
Frank Carter concludes his account of walking 
the South Pennine Ring for charity.

Monday 26th June 2017

Today I start walking the 6 mile Ashton Canal 
from it’s junction with the Rochdale Canal 
in Manchester.  I am soon walking through 
Piccadilly Village, an attractive residential 
development built alongside the canal in the 
early 1990’s.  I continue towards the Etihad 
Stadium, home of Manchester City Football 
Club which is situated close to the canal 
and later pass through Fairfield Junction and 
Audenshaw before reaching the end of the 
Ashton Canal at Dukinfield Junction, Ashton 
Under Lyne at 1.00pm.

I reach the Huddersfield Narrow Canal after 
passing the Asda Supermarket and walk on 
towards the town of Stalybridge.  I arrive 
there at 2.45pm after meeting a friendly local 
lad along the towpath and discussing our 
joint interest in photography.  I take a short 
break before I continue walking towards the 
202 yard long Scout Tunnel.  On leaving the 
tunnel I walk on through some very pleasant 
lush green woodland until I reach the town of 
Mossley at 5.00pm.

Tuesday 27th June 2017

It’s unfortunately far too wet to walk today 
so I return by train to the Stubbing Wharf 
pub on the Rochdale Canal.  There I collect 
my Alzheimer’s Society collection tub and 
I am delighted to find that £82 had been 
raised through the sale of my Rochdale 
Canal postcards.  Thanks to all the staff and 
customers at the Stubbing Wharf for helping 
me raise this amazing total.

Thursday 29th June 2017

After another very wet day yesterday, I restart 
from Mossley.  It’s only light drizzle now, so I 
set off towards Diggle where the canal enters 
the Standedge Tunnel.  However on reaching 
the Diggle Flight of locks the light drizzle 
becomes steady rain so I arrive at the tunnel 
entrance at 2.30pm very, very wet and cold!! 

I decide to return the short distance back 
to Dobcross where I can get a bus back to 
Huddersfield.  I am offered a welcome hot 
cup of tea at Grandpa Green’s canalside café 
before walking on to Dobcross where I call in 
at the Canal Society office.  There I am made 
very welcome and given another hot mug of 
tea by Bob Gough, whilst the heater is turned 
on to keep me warm and help dry me out.  
Thanks very much again Bob!!

Friday 30th June 2017

Due to the ongoing wet weather I am unable 
to complete my walk on time so I have to 
reluctantly return home and arrange to return 
later in July.

Tuesday 25th July 2017

I decide to re-walk the canal route from 
Mossley to Diggle as I did not see it at its best 
on the 29th June!  On reaching the entrance 
to the Standedge Tunnel at Diggle for the 2nd 
time I leave the canal to find a footpath at the 
side of the Diggle Hotel, signposted 
‘Standedge Trail’ which will take me up 
towards Standedge and Marsden Moor.   
The scenery becomes quite bleak as I climb 
higher.  I pass a large derelict grey stone 
house standing eerily just a few yards from 
the rugged track and can only imagine what it 
would have been like to live in such a remote 
and bleak place so many years ago.  I have to 
overcome several obstacles along the way and 
find it difficult to follow my map, but I 
eventually reach my finishing point for the 
day at the Marsden end of the Standedge 
Tunnel after 5.00pm.

Wednesday 26th July 2017

More heavy rain delays my start from 
Marsden this morning and I wait until the 
weather has once again improved.  Despite 
extremely muddy & slippery conditions along 
the towpath, I set off towards Slaithwaite.   
I pass the Sparth Reservoir before reaching 
the lovely Lingards Wood where the canal 
runs close to the River Colne.  I admire a 
spectacular waterfall which, after so much 

Undaunted by the weather, 
Frank at the Diggle Portal.
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wet weather, is at its best.  The towpath 
becomes even more muddy and flooded so 
my progress is slow.  I reach Slaithwaite at 
4.15pm just in time for a pot of tea and cake 
at the Handmade Bakery before returning to 
my hotel in Huddersfield with wet feet and 
muddy legs!!

Thursday 27th July 2017

I start the final stage of my walk from 
Slaithwaite in brilliant sunshine so am hopeful 
for a ‘rain free’ walk into Huddersfield.   
The skies soon blacken and I’m soon finding 
shelter in some woodland alongside the 
canal.  I sheltered for at least an hour until 
the worst of the heavy rain had passed before 

continuing my walk towards Huddersfield.  
Again I find the towpaths flooded and 
extremely slippery.  I stop once again to look 
at another spectacular half circular waterfall 
from the Golcar Aqueduct.  All too soon I 
am passing the final locks on my walk until I 
reach Lock 1 East and the Aspley Basin, my 
original starting point, at 2.20pm.  My 70 
mile circular canal walk is completed.  I have 
thoroughly enjoyed every mile.

Frank Carter

You can support Frank’s achievement at:
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Frank-Carter1
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Slaithwaite Civic and Towpath Team
We are a team of volunteers who have 
adopted the Slaithwaite section of the 
Huddersfield Narrow Canal and since 
October 2014 we have spent time 
outside in our local community, twice a 
month, helping the Canal and River Trust 
maintain our section of canal.  Tasks have 
been varied and include litter picking, 
cutting back vegetation (for which we 
had use of a workboat), painting locks, 
filling holes on the towpath.  However, 
one constant is the chance of rain and 
we make sure we just dress for the Colne 
Valley weather.

Earlier this year we had a volunteer day 
to go through the Standedge Tunnel.  
Unfortunately the boat broke down at 
the half way point and it was four hours 
after heading in that we managed to 
escape the darkness.  

After our work sessions we have 
sometimes headed to one of the village 
pubs for a drink after our hard work, 
but usually it’s a complimentary coffee 
and selection of cakes; for which heart-
felt thanks go to the Handmade Bakery, 
positioned at the edge of the canal in our 
home village known as Slawit!

We are a proud little team comprising 
Carole, David, Gordon, Jane, Joe, Katie, 
Martin and Val.  Every time we are out 
in our hi-visibility vests we demonstrate 
to the local businesses, community and 
visitors to the area what a positive and 
pro-active team can do to help keep our 
village looking great.  Some of our team 
are also very creative and thank you to 
David and Gordon respectively, for their 
poems about our team working on the 
canal.

Jane Crookes

We are ......
The canal tenders, we never surrender 
to the litterers, the witterers, who spoil our sacred walks.
In our yellow tops people sometimes stop and give us the thumbs up
As we pick the crumbs up of Slawits discarded detritus

Paper bags, metal cans
Shopping trolleys, broken brollies,
Two shoes, one black the other blue 
Magazines, one a comic the other blue
Ends of fags, oily rags
A baseball cap, plastic taps
Knicker elastic, bags of plastic
Newspaper, The Daily Mail, covered by a snail trail

We’re the cutters, the loppers
The snippers and the choppers
Don’t try and saint us we’re just the lock painters
The dog poo pickers
We don’t love it but we know where we should shove it.
We’re on the towpath to heaven
Can’t wait for the pearly lock gate
And our final Canal and Rivers fate.
(From our team member Gordon Wood)

We meet in Slawit but twice a month
At times it feels it’s never quite enough 
Such variety of jobs and tasks mean so much to do 
The litter, the gardening and of course the poo!!

Our hardy band meet and work with great cheer 
Collecting wrappers, take away trays and cans of beer 
Along the canal locks, the paths and down the sides 
It all needs to be done and more besides.

What the group does often goes unnoticed, unseen 
By walkers, cyclists and those passing boats, so serene 
Cutting back the growth, the grass and painting rails 
All helps the people appreciate the waterways, these 
historic trails.
(From our team member David Elder)

Photos:  Jane C
rookes
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Scary Shuttle Rides Again

Following on from last year’s successful 
event, the Marsden Shuttle was dressed 
up over Halloween weekend and sailed 
out as the Scary Shuttle.  Bedecked with 
pirate flags, plastic spiders, rubber bats, 
flashing green and red lights, several metres 
of creepy cloth (yes, you really can buy 
creepy cloth…), a fair number of skulls, 
a singing skeleton, and a very popular 
Witchy doorbell we entertained both adults 
and children alike on the last operating 
weekend of the year. 

I took the guise of the Ghost Pirate Captain, 
John Liversidge was the Ghoul With No 
Face, and Terry Lomas became Dracula 
meets Day of the Dead.  My missus 
Yvonne turned into the Watery Witch and 
looked after the passengers by handing out 
Halloween balloons, eyeballs, and various 
other body parts (sweeties) while selling a 
chance to win some buried treasure:  

(20 Amazonian Gold Pieces, i.e. a £20 
Amazon gift voucher).

As we had a three-man crew we had the 
luxury of being able to take turns at having 
some shore leave – one of us would hang 
around at Tunnel End and chat up people 
into taking the next trip.  Also handy for 
getting a cuppa and having a comfort break 
of course, especially as we were expecting 
both days to be quite busy.

Saturday was excellent Halloween weather 
– dull, wet, and misty.  That didn’t put 
the punters off and we had a refreshingly 
busy day. An extensive leaflet/social media 
campaign had brought people in from all 
over the Colne Valley, and even further 
afield (possibly Lancashire).  The slightly 
damp ambience justified my decision 
not to use face paint.  Last year, it wasn’t 
until I saw the photos afterwards that I 

realised my carefully applied skull effect 
was somewhat spoiled by the need to 
occasionally wipe my nose which left a 
pink patch in the middle of my otherwise 
black and white face.  Rather than risk that 
again, I’d resorted to a fairly effective bikers 
Skull Snood, which doubled nicely as a 
face warmer.

Sunday was dry and bright, and just as 
busy. We had passengers on almost every 
trip, and there wasn’t much turn around 
time either.  In fact we had to turn people 
away as we were exceeding our 12-person 
capacity – luckily they usually went for a 
cuppa and waited for the next trip. 

There was a slight glitch towards the end 
of the day – I was on shore leave telling 
people the boat would be back in a few 
minutes when it became obvious that 
something was amiss as it was taking far 
too long to arrive.  The news arrived that 
there was ‘smoke’ coming out of the 
engine – John was at the helm and Skipper  
Terry had performed a skilful emergency 
evacuation, luckily at the usual terminus 
near Lock 42E. 

On examination, the engine temperature 
was rather high so when the engine had 
cooled enough it was topped up with water 
(supplied by the Railway pub – not often 
they get asked for that sort of thing) and 
all returned to normal.  It was surmised 
that the smoke was actually steam, and as 
the oil looked OK we didn’t think it was 
anything serious like a head gasket. 

The Shuttle headed back to Tunnel End 
and as everything appeared to have 
returned to normal we took the remaining 
thrill seekers down to Marsden, finishing as 
the sun went down (the clocks had gone 
back the night before).  In case you’re 
wondering, the water loss appears to have 
been related to a number of small leaks, 
which were later identified by pressure 
testing and rectified.  Probably something 

that’s been slowly developing over several 
months, and a good job this was identified 
before the Shuttle was laid up for winter. 
Nothing too expensive fortunately…!

Was it worth it?  Well, you never can tell 
what sort of day you’re going to have, but 
compared to some days income was at 
least double if not triple to what would 
normally be expected.  However, let’s 
not count the success in financial terms. 
Somewhere in the region of 200 people 
(adults/children) had a ride in a boat on 
the Narrow Canal over the weekend, 
and hopefully it was different enough for 
them to remember it.  Maybe they’ll come 
back next year, and maybe they’ll tell 
their friends.  You can easily double that 
number if you include the people who 
saw the boat cruising up and down the 
Tunnel End section with pirate flags flying, 
spooky sounds emanating from the cabin, 
and someone in fancy dress steering.  Not 
every day you see that.  Maybe it made 
them smile, and maybe they’ll come back 
sometime for a ride and to find out a bit 
more about canals.  All good publicity 
anyway.

Last but not least, all the crew had a 
brilliant time and we thoroughly enjoyed 
ourselves.  It’s always better when you have 
a busy day, and we had two on the trot. 
It was something different for everyone 
involved, and the passengers seemed to 
be pleasantly surprised (or should I say 
scared…?) by what we’d done to the 
Shuttle.

Will it happen again in 2018?  Well, I have 
a large box full of Halloween stuff, and a 
couple of skulls are looking down at me 
almost asking when they’re going to get 
their next outing. If you think it sounds like 
fun, then we’re always looking for crew!

Eric Woulds
aka Cap’n Skull of Skull Island, 

somewhere in the Caribbean…

Eric W
oulds
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Seven Locks, Seven Feet, One Tunnel
The Huddersfield Narrow Canal reopened 
in May 2001 and boats started using the 
canal.  Then the boats started to get stuck in 
the locks and in Standedge Tunnel.  Was it 
because the locks and the tunnel were too 
narrow or the boats too wide?

Ed Mortimer gives us an update...

It was mainly full-length (70ft) boats wider 
than 6’10” that were getting stuck in some 
locks.  Whereas any boat 6’10” beam 
seemed to have the potential to get stuck 
in Standedge Tunnel.  One of Shire Cruisers 
hire boats passed through all of the locks 
AND Standedge Tunnel, only to get stuck in 
the tunnel on its return journey.

In response to boats getting stuck, British 
Waterways carried out a survey of the 74 
locks, the three additional abandoned 
chambers and Standedge Tunnel.   
The report, ‘Huddersfield Narrow Canal, 
Report on implementing 7ft standard’ 
was published in November 2002; the 
cost of works to meet a 7’2” standard was 
estimated at £15m.

The Locks
A staggering total of 58 locks and 2 disused 
chambers failed to meet a minimum lock 
width of 7’2”.  If the standard is reduced 
to 7’0” and the shape of boats taken into 
account, then the total is reduced to seven.

The seven locks are:

Lock 21W  Bulges and uneven 
stonework towards the headgate end

Lock 22W  Narrow chamber

Lock 42E  Narrow chamber and 
bulge outside bottom gates

Lock 41E  Narrow chamber

Lock 32E  Narrow chamber and 
bulge outside bottom gates

Lock 31E  Narrow chamber and 
bulge outside bottom gates

Lock 22E  Narrow chamber and 
narrow beyond headgate

Most of the lock problems are limited 
to 30ft or less of brick or stonework 
wall.  “Tyseley” famously got stuck in the 
headgate end of Lock 21W.  Lock 22W has 
narrow walls for most of its length.

Standedge Tunnel
A table with headroom restrictions had 
been prepared for the reopening.  No 
problems were expected below water.  
However, when the tunnel reopened in 
May 2001 some boats became stuck in the 
brick section near the Marsden portal.  The 
problem was found to be that parts of this 
section are not 7ft wide at depth.  In 2001, 
to avoid any further boats becoming stuck 
in the tunnel, British Waterways decided 
to restrict the use of the tunnel to boats 
with a maximum beam of 6’10” A table of 
measurements for the maximum under-
water profile for boats is:

TABLE 2

FOR BOATS UP TO 7ft BEAM, 70ft LONG

Draught Max. Beam* Max. Plate Width

1’3” 7’0” 7’0”

2’3” 7’0” 6’11”

3’3” 7’0” 6’10”

*  2’6” above water to 1’3” below water (weir level)

(From Pennine Link Issue 152  Summer 2005)

This table indicates that a boat with a deep 
draught and a wide base plate will probably 
get stuck in the tunnel.  The 45ft long 
cruiser narrowboat “Curlew” was turned 
away at the tunnel because the beam 
measured more than 6’10”.  Yet this boat 
has a narrower base plate (the hull profile 

complies with TABLE 2) and so would have 
safely fitted through the tunnel.

The situation now
Canal and River Trust (CRT) advise owners 
of boats over 6’10” beam not to navigate 
the Huddersfield Narrow Canal.  And 
because of problems of boats getting stuck 
in Standedge Tunnel, CRT measure and 
turn away at the tunnel any boat that is 
more than 6’10” beam.  But, is this right 
that CRT should prohibit all boats over 
6’10” beam using the tunnel? After all, 
when the canal first reopened, some 7ft 
beam boats did use the canal and the 
tunnel without problems.  Unfortunately 
CRT staff at the tunnel would have no easy 
way of measuring and approving the under 
water profile of boats.  And so imposing 
a restriction of 6’10” beam is a simple 
solution to what is a complex problem.

A way forward
It is possible to consider the two issues 
(narrow locks and narrow tunnel) together.  
The locks both on the West side and on 
the East side do act as a gauge.  In other 
words, if a boat won’t get through the 
locks, it won’t get through the tunnel.  
However, a boat arriving at the tunnel that 
is more than 6’10” beam will probably 
get stuck if it doesn’t comply with TABLE 
2 (above).  So, a possible way forward is 
to allow boats that can reach Standedge 
Tunnel through the tunnel if they comply 
with TABLE 2.  CRT are currently reviewing 
the tunnel profile headroom restrictions.  
Unfortunately they are not considering any 
relaxation of the 6’10” beam restriction.

Making sure that boats comply with TABLE 
2 could be achieved in one of the options;

1) Install an under water gauge, or

2) Allow a boat over 6’10” beam through 
the tunnel if there is written independent 
evidence that the boat complies with 
TABLE 2.

Commitment
Fifteen years ago this issue was taken up 
by the Historic Narrow Boat Owners Club.  
And in a letter to the Club, Dr George 
Greener, Chairman of British Waterways 
at that time, confirmed that “British 
Waterways is committed to developing a 
network that is capable of enabling boats 
of a 7ft gauge to navigate freely”.  This 
commitment has been adopted by CRT.  
Yet since that commitment in 2002, CRT 
have advised against any boat wider than 
6’10” from using the Huddersfield Narrow 
Canal, and prohibit boats wider than 6’10” 
from using Standedge Tunnel.  Adopting 
one of the above TABLE 2 options could be 
a step towards meeting their commitment.

Ed Mortimer
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COPY DATE

Articles, letters and comments 
for Issue 201 of Pennine Link 

should reach the Editor at  
Transhipment Warehouse, 

Wool Rd, Dobcross, OL3 5QR 
by 26th February 2018

MEMBERSHIP RATES

Individual £9.00 
Family £11.00 
Life £90.00 
Associate £15.00 
Corporate £150.00

ADVERTISING RATES
Page Per Issue Per Year

Qtr £12.50 £50.00

Half £25.00 £100.00

Full £50.00 £200.00

220 Club - 15th Draw
AND here are the results of our 
fifteenth quarterly draw:

Total Subscribers: 63 
Total Prize Fund: £151

1st Prize:
Mrs P Bayley  winning  £101
2nd Prize:
Mr M Levy  winning  £50

Congratulations to the prize winners!

This quarter, the Club benefits from 63 
subscriptions, so we can offer a Prize Fund 
of £151 which means the first prize has 
indeed reached three figures at £101 and 
the second prize, £50.  The more who 
subscribe, the higher the prize fund offered 
for your £2 a month stake.

To join, you need to complete the enclosed 
application form or it can be downloaded 
from our website.  Do consider completing 
a Standing Order and then you’ll never 
miss a draw.

For legal reasons, only Huddersfield Canal 
Society members are eligible to subscribe 
to HCS 220 Club, so if you are reading this 
and not a Society member, join us and then 
sign up to the 220 Club.

Navigated the Narrow 
and don’t have a plaque?

It is available at £5.00 for Society 
members, £8.00 for non-members and 
£4.00 for non-members who join the 
Canal Society at the time of applying.  
Postage & packing is £1.00 per plaque.

An application form can be  
downloaded from our website:
http://www.huddersfieldcanal.com/#74-club

or collected from the Tunnel End Café, 
or simply send a cheque payable to 
‘Huddersfield Canal Society’ 
with a covering note to:

HUDDERSFIELD CANAL SOCIETY
welcomes the following new members in 2017

2883     Mr J M Liversidge,             
2884     Mr Andrew Walden,              
2885     Mr Alastair Birks,             
2886     Mr M Kershaw,              
2887     Ms Christine Kemp,             
2888     Mr & Mrs Jack & Glenys Kershaw,              
2889     Mr & Mrs Brian & Lesley Evans,              
2891     Mr & Mrs David & Val Fletcher,              
2892     Mr Ray Butler,              
2893     Ms Julie Arnold,              
2894     Mr Steve Wood,              
2895     Mr Nicky Owen,              
2896     Mr & Mrs Graeme & Barbara Sleeman,           
2897     Ms Ann Bullock,              
2898     Ms Katie Tyers,             
2899     Mr Barry Witts,              
2900     Mr Mike Froggatt,              
2901     Mr Stephen Maxwell,                  
2902 Mr Phil Smith, 

74 Club Members
We welcome the following intrepid 
boaters who have successfully  
navigated the Narrow this year.

A Birks TRAVELLING THRU 
J Drake IRON SNAIL 
T Birdwood ASMITHEE 
S Maxwell RIVER SONG 
M Clark CANALGESIC 
P Booth DUCK-N-DIVE 
C Kemp KETURA 
J & G Kershaw CAMARILLA 
B & L Evans PEARL 
P Stow DILIGENT TOO 
D & V Fletcher WATER AVENS 
R Butler OWL 
J Arnold SUMMERBORN 
S Wood BREAM 
N Owen ONE FOR THE VINE 
G & B Sleeman TROUBADOUR 
A Bullock POMONA

74 Club Plaque 
Transhipment Warehouse, Wool Road 
Dobcross, OLDHAM  OL3 5QR Answers to the Christmas Quiz: 

(The colour bars indicate Upper or Lower Case Letters)

1 Letters featuring curves, above and 
just straight lines, below.

2 Letters with an enclosed space, above 
and those without, below.

3 Letters with either ascenders or 
descenders, above and without, below.

4 I’ve forgotton, oh yes, Letters that are 
vertically symmetrical, above and those 
that are not, below.

5 Letters you can write without taking 
your pen off the paper or re-tracing a 

line, below and those you can’t, above.

6 When it rains, those Letters which 
will hold water, above and those which 
won’t, below.

Part of the fun will be making up your 
own Rules to challenge the others, 
though don’t hold out much hope in 
dragging the younger generation away 
from the latest must-have digital gadget!

Bob Gough






