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Editorial
As members will 
recall from the 
winter 2017 issue, 
Pennine Link No. 
200, Graham Birch 
who had been our 
regular Editor since 
2012, has resigned 

the position.  HCS is grateful for his 
carrying this burden over that period.  Until 
his successor is found, members of HCS 
Council have decided to take it in turns to 
edit one issue at a time and the first lot fell 
upon me.  I hope to maintain Graham’s 
high standards in this issue.

At a meeting of HCS Council last year 
there were hints that I might be getting 
over the hill and who am I to judge 
that?  Nevertheless this is likely to be my 
swansong.  I don’t think, however, that 
I’ve regressed into childhood yet but, just 
in case others think so, I’ve substituted the 
accompanying photo for the one which 
appeared when I was an ephemeral editor 
a few years ago (Issue 176, Winter 2011).

One of my hobby horses over the years 
since the Narrow reopened, has been what 
seems to me to be the excessive measures 
required to maintain Health & Safety in 
operating Standedge Tunnel.  At least we 
are now allowed to steer our own boats 
through it but providing chaperones and 
general monitoring make it an expensive 
operation and that leads to the limited 
availability of passages, just three days a 
week and the need to book in advance.  
I look forward to the time when boaters 
will be able to ‘turn up and go’ as they 
can at Harecastle.  In the days when that 
tunnel still had a towpath, sections of 
brickwork resembled crumpled paper.  
They have since been rebuilt but I found 
that experience over 40 years ago far more 
scary than going through Standedge now.

Having got that off my chest, it is a 
coincidence that it was my turn to edit this 
issue of Pennine Link, containing as it does 
Ken Wright’s review of Trevor Ellis’ book 
on the Standedge tunnels.  Apart from 
organising work parties on the Narrow, 
Trevor is one of the tunnel chaperones so 
he knows more about it than most of us.  
Reading the book myself is a pleasure I 
have yet to experience but I have known 
Ken variously as boss, colleague and friend 
for over half a century and am confident 
that his assessment is both balanced and 
fair.  HCS members will note from this issue 
of PLink that they can buy Trevor’s book at 
a discounted price.

We have reports in this issue from 
three volunteer groups, all on the west 
side, whose work in their several areas 
demonstrate how much local people, 
who are not necessarily canal enthusiasts, 
appreciate having ready access to the 
canal.  They demonstrate how worthwhile 
it was to restore the canal to working order.  
In a few years time when the government 
grant to CRT comes up for review, evidence 
of support from the general public will 
be essential if government contributions 
are not to be withdrawn.  HCS greatly 
appreciates the contribution of volunteers 
in more ways than one.

Nice as it is to be ‘Editor for a Day’ and 
see my name in print, I don’t want to hide 
the fact that all the real work of getting 
Pennine Link out falls to Bob Gough and 
that includes most of what you might 
otherwise expect an editor to do.  To him 
be my thanks.

Keith Noble 
Temporary Editor

19th. March 2018
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Chairman’s Report
Although the winter 
period is one of 
much reduced boat 
movement on our 
canal, the Canal & 
River Trust (CRT) 
has been active on 

winter maintenance.  

There are some recent additions to the list 
of gate replacements and grouting of Lock 
chambers set out in the winter edition 
of Pennine Link.  This is in order to take 
advantage of existing planned closures and 
minimise any additional disruption.  The 
Lock chamber repairs brought forward are 
at Locks 30E and 17E.  These have been 
prompted by sudden deterioration of 
the offside tailgate quadrants.  Also being 
tackled are works to repair leakage through 
the embankment between Mark Bottoms 
Bridge, Paddock and Birkhouse Lane 
Bridge at Longroyd Bridge.  It is hoped that 
this will assist in keeping up water levels in 
the pound between Locks 5E and 6E.  

The Trust has shared with us its plans for 
the following year’s maintenance work.  As 
well as a few Lock gate replacements and 
other miscellaneous Lock repairs there are 
significant sections of washwall repair, many 
of which have been outstanding for some 
considerable time.  A major reconstruction 
of the high wall beside Empire Brewing at 
Slaithwaite is in prospect.  Well away from 
the canal corridor but still an important 
CRT responsibility is the maintenance of 
reservoirs and major works are to take 
place at Swellands in the next financial 
year.  This structure along with March 
Haigh and Redbrook collect drinking water 
nowadays, but are still the maintenance 
responsibility of the Trust.

In his update on CRT, Graham Birch 
touches on the planned reorganisation 

which is likely to result in the current 10 
waterways regions becoming 6.  Depending 
on where the boundary between the two 
northern regions occurs, there could be 
major implications for the Huddersfield 
Narrow.  Following consultation with my 
colleagues on the Society’s managing 
Council, I have written to Julie Sharman, 
the Trust’s Chief Operating Officer, setting 
out the Society’s views.  

I drew attention to the continued financial 
support of the three local authorities for 
the operation and maintenance of the 
Huddersfield Narrow which is on the 
understanding that the canal succeeds as a 
through waterway and that any suspension 
of navigation effects the whole. 

 I made reference to the fact that during 
the years when the management of the 
waterway was split at Standedge, there 
was considerable difficulty getting together 
the British Waterways (BW) officers from 
both management teams to discuss matters 
with the other partner organisations and 
the differing of approaches of the two 
BW teams made coordination almost 
impossible.  The peculiarities of operating 
a narrow canal did not sit well with the 
broad navigation experience of the North 
East team.  In the view of the Huddersfield 
Canal Society, water management, tunnel 
operation and customer service, such as 
boat traffic management, on this Pennine 
waterway has to be managed in a ‘joined 
up’ way if mistakes are not to be made and 
money and water resources wasted.

The Standedge Visitor Centre management 
currently works closely with the 
Manchester Pennine & Potteries team to 
ensure effective use of the tunnel and it is 
essential this continues to give confidence 
to the visiting public.  The sharing of 
experience with Anderton Lift within the 
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same regional management team has been 
beneficial and any new organisational 
separation would be detrimental.  From a 
community engagement standpoint a split 
in management teams could undo much 
of the good work undertaken over the six 
years since the Trust took over.   Although 
HCS has no direct involvement with the 
Rochdale Canal there are similar challenges 
in the operation of the two waterways 
within the South Pennine Ring.

It will be interesting to see what emerges 
from the various consultations.

It looks like towpath refurbishment is at 
last set to start around Easter between 
Longroyd Bridge and Milnsbridge.  It will 
take 16 weeks and sections of towpath 
will be closed to users other than boaters 
during this period.  It is a year since the 
consultation on the Cycle City Connect 
proposals which were part of a much larger 
programme of work largely focused on 
West Yorkshire canal towpaths.  Following 
the costing up of all the desirable works 
it may not have been a surprise to see 
a reduction in the length to be funded 
this time on the Huddersfield Narrow.  
Following feedback from user groups 
the project team for the combined West 
Yorkshire Authority resolved to widen 
the paving where possible and use the 
more expensive Flexipave bound gravel 
surfacing which meant that the stretch 
from Milnsbridge to Lowestwood could 
not be funded and will now be dependent 
on further bids for money.  The Society’s 
concern was that paving over the full width 
to the wash-wall would make mooring 
impossible as pins cannot be hammered 
into solid paths.  I have since had an 
assurance that CRT recognise this as an 
important issue for boaters and will install 
mooring rings at key points subject to there 
being sufficient depth for boats beside the 
towpath and there being no issues with 
utilities and stability.  

Over the winter months there has been 
a revival of discussions about a possible 
Colne Valley Greenway to provide 
improved multi-user paths along the canal 
corridor.  It is almost four years since this 
was last discussed and the three Kirklees 
Councillors for Colne Valley Ward were 
all keen to see if interest could be revived.  
The first meeting had hints of ‘Groundhog 
Day’ as many of the discussion points 
made in early 2014 were shared once 
more between interested parties.  More 
recently the Society has been represented 
at a small group to scope possible works 
and, given the likely progress at the 
Huddersfield end of the HNC towpath, 
there is renewed optimism that a good 
case could be put together to seek funds 
for towpath improvements between 
Slaithwaite and Marsden.  There is a long 
way to go and a significant amount of 
money will be required but where there’s a 
will, there may be a way.

For the time being some work is planned 
to deal with one of the worst sections.  
Council member Keith Sykes spotted 
the possibility of work being done under 
the Community Payback scheme and 
has persuaded CRT to provide materials, 
barrows and necessary training for filling 
potholes on the towpath between Sparth 
and Booth early in April.  We will watch 
this development with interest.

We’ve had some enquiries about whether 
we plan to run another Pennine Explorer 
cruise and the response given is that it is 
planned to do so in 2019.  It is pleasing 
to learn that at least one cruising club has 
their own planned for this Summer and the 
experience gained in 2017 is sure to assist 
the organisers.

During the close season, Mike McHugh 
and colleagues have been planning a 
recruitment drive for Marsden Shuttle 
crews and a sales pitch for the March 
Wedding Fayre at Standedge Visitor Centre.  
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If anyone is interested in joining the crew 
roster then please contact Bob at the office 
or Mike direct.

Trevor Ellis’s work team have strayed onto 
the Ashton Canal from Portland Basin to 
ASDA at Ashton-under-Lyne.  They took 
advantage of a workboat to cut back 
offside vegetation and tackled a tree which 
has been growing out of a ‘temporary’ 
stone buttress.  The stone was placed to 
protect a boundary wall some years ago.  
Ownership, and therefore responsibility 
for repair, is a long-standing, unresolved 
question which continues to provide 
an unwelcome approach towards the 
Huddersfield at the western end.

This winter a small team has been checking 
on the security Locks, also known as 
hand-cuff Locks, on many of the head gate 
paddle-gear.  This is in response to the 
Waterways Manager’s request for a review 
to identify any that are broken and also to 
provide the Society’s thoughts on where 
such security is unnecessary.  When the 
full check has been completed I would 
anticipate that our recommendation will be 
that certain ones are not needed.  

New publicity stands have been located 
along the canal corridor in information 
centres, canal amenity blocks, libraries and 
cafes.  They are mainly stocked with maps 
of the waterway and back issues of Pennine 
Link.  My thanks go to all those who have 
negotiated their siting and are committed 
to keeping them stocked.  If readers think 
there are places we could usefully locate 
others please contact Bob in the office.

It is pleasing to see the new Standedge 
Tunnels book selling quickly.  Well done to 
author Trevor Ellis, compiler, Bob Gough, 
the proof-reader Sue Bradbury and Society 
Patron Timothy West for the foreword.  

Good to see Keith Noble taking on the 
Pennine Link guest editor role and I hope 
that this contribution is published without 
too much trimming.

Writing this in the third week of February, 
there is already a hint of spring in the air 
despite the cool wind and by the time 
you read this there should be signs of 
returning green.  It’s the time of year when 
I always start to think about canal cruising.  
Whatever your favoured activity I wish you 
a pleasant spring.  

Alan Stopher

The ‘temporary’ stone buttress, already overgrown 
when pictured twelve years ago.  Area optimistically 
fenced off with temporary panels.  Photo: Bob Gough
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Manchester, Pennine & Potteries Update

Organisational 
Changes at CRT

In my ‘Update’ 
in Issue 200 of 
Pennine Link,  
I reported that a 
series of major 

changes in the CRT’s senior management 
at national level had recently been 
announced.  The reason given for making 
the changes was to simplify how CRT 
works and in turn secure a sustainable 
and positive future for the waterways.

With the dawn of the New Year, it 
emerged that this news had been the 
precursor to a further announcement 
setting out major changes to the 
organisational and operational structure 
of the Trust as a whole.  It was the detail 
and implication of these changes which 
was the principal topic for discussion at 
the January meeting of the MP and P 
Partnership.

The central element of the planned 
changes is to reduce the number of the 
Trust’s waterway management divisions 
from the current total of ten to create six 
new regions.

The stated aim for this change is to “align 
the Trust with the devolved political 
bodies we need to influence and the 
external partners we need to work closely 
with”.  This change, it is argued, “would 
also establish greater accountability at the 
regional level” and would seek to mirror 
“the regional structure common to other 
national organisations with which we 
work.” 

As I write this in mid-February, the Trust 
are making it clear that the precise 
definition of the six new regions has yet 
to be finalised because it is recognised 
that there is a need to consider key local 
issues and perhaps make adaptions so as 
to ensure effective local operations.   
It also appears that there is as yet no  
fixed timescale for the full 
implementation of the changes.

However, the broad pattern of the 
proposed new regions is as follows:

North West - to include Liverpool City 
Region, Lancashire, Greater Manchester 
Combined Authority and Cheshire (West 
& East).

Yorkshire and the North East - to 
include Yorkshire, Sheffield City Region, 
and the Tees.

West Midlands 
East Midlands  
Wales & the South West
London & the South East 

One of the many implications of the 
changes is that the ten Waterway 
Partnerships, as they have existed for 
the past six years, can be expected to 
be dissolved and it is understood that 
new bodies, on similar lines, will be 
established for the six new regions.   
The days of the MP and P Partnership are 
therefore clearly numbered, but we felt 
that our views and concerns about the 
new arrangements should be recorded.  
Also, that we should make every effort 
to influence the final details of the new 
arrangement based upon our local 
knowledge and what we see as the best 
interests of the region’s waterways.
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With this in mind, the issue that we 
homed in upon was the definition of 
the boundary between the two new 
northern regions which will have, 
potentially, major implications for 
the operational management of the 
three trans-pennine canals: the Leeds-
Liverpool, the Rochdale and of course, 
the Huddersfield Narrow.  It was 
therefore decided that a paper setting 
out our thoughts and concerns should 
be prepared and submitted on behalf of 
the Partnership members to the Trust’s 
new Chief Operating Officer.  A paper, 
to which I contributed, has now been 
prepared and submitted.

In this we recalled, based on our own 
experience, the unsatisfactory situation 
which prevailed around a decade ago 
when the Rochdale and the HNC were 
both split at the summit.  During this 
period we observed that, taking the 
case of the HNC, it proved at best, very 
difficult to co-ordinate tunnel operations, 
water supply and customer service and 
there was no prioritisation of repairs 
between the two sides and no possibility 
to switch resources in an emergency.

In the light of this experience, the core 
of the case which we have made is that 
the operational management structure 
should go with the grain of local need 
and particularly water supply, and that 
the regional geography should be flexed 
as necessary so as to allow canals, which 
would otherwise cross borders, to be 
managed in an integrated way.

The case made on behalf of the 
Partnership group, therefore, is that the 
HNC and the Rochdale, in their most 
recent incarnation, have been managed 
in ways which recognise their common 
opportunities and difficulties.   

This arrangement offers a tried, 
tested and successful solution to the 
management of trans-watershed canals.  
In simple terms therefore our message to 
the Trust is:

“if it ain’t broke, don’t mend it”.

Community Roots

Over the past three years, Pennine 
Link has included regular updates on 
the Community Roots conservation 
project.  Supported by the Esmée 
Fairbairn Foundation and players of 
People’s Postcode Lottery, the project 
has been based along the SSSI areas on 
the Huddersfield Narrow and Rochdale 
Canals with the aim of engaging the 
local communities with these special 
environments.  

At our Janaury meeting, MP and P’s 
Development & Engagement Manager, 
Gillian Renshaw, reported that the 
project would finish at the end of March 
2018 when the three year funding 
allocation would come to an end.  She 
was able to tell us that the Funders were 
delighted with what had been achieved 
because the various targets set at the 
outset to judge the success of the project 
had been surpassed, in some cases by 
substantial amounts.  Amongst the figures 
she was able to report were that over the 
three years:

• Volunteers have given 3,728 days to 
improve the SSSI’s

• Over 1,500 new volunteers have been 
recruited

• More than 200 volunteers have been 
trained in environmental management

• Over 50 individual sites have been 
enhanced

• Nine Community Adoptions have been 
created 
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She also told us that due to some 
additional funding having been received 
during the course of the project, there 
is a modest funding overrun which will 
enable some of the work to continue into 
2018/19.  In particular, it will allow links 
which have been forged with bodies such 
as Bury College to be maintained.

News In Brief

Stoke City of Culture/Stoke Towpath 
Project

Although the City of Culture bid proved 
unsuccessful, work on the joint CRT/City 
Council Towpath Project is continuing 
with a £55,000 scheme to enhance the 
area between the Trent and Mersey 
Canal and Westport Lake commencing 
in early February, with further projects 
programmed for the next financial year.

Rochdale Canal Flagship Open Weekend

This was held on the weekend of 
December 1/2/3 at Locks 90 and 91 on 
the Rochdale Canal.  Its purpose was to 
highlight the essential maintenance works 
being carried out by the Trust on this 
central Manchester section of the canal. 

Throughout the weekend visitors 
were able to walk in the drained 
lock chambers and on the bed of the 
canal and in doing so learn about the 
challenges faced and the work involved 
in its maintenance.  Highlight of the 
weekend was the one-off disco music 
event which took place on the Friday 
evening.  This was attended by nearly 
3,500 people and received extensive 
coverage on local television and radio as 
well as in both print and social media.  

Graham Birch

CRT Volunteers dredging with a difference at the 
drained pound between Locks 90 & 91, Rochdale 
Canal; a case of revellers’ ‘out of sight, out of mind’.

C
anal &

 River Trust
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New Data Protection Regulations
If you are a member of a number or 
organisations you will have seen a wide 
range of mailings recently seeking your 
consent to the holding of your personal 
data and its use in keeping you informed 
about the organisation.  

This is all as a result of the new data 
protection legislation which comes into 
effect in May 2018.  The General Data 
Protection Regulation (GDPR for short) 
is an updating of the Data Protection 
Act to strengthen privacy and reduce the 
indiscriminate contacting of individuals 
who have not given their prior consent.

Because we are a membership 
organisation we’ve given much thought 
as to the best approach to the new 
legislation.  Your managing Council has 
decided to base our approach on the 
‘legitimate interest’ which we have of 
holding the data which members have 
willingly provided when joining the 
Society which was in the expectation 
that they would be kept informed of the 
activities of the Society and news about 
the Huddersfield Canals.  From time to 
time members have willingly supplied 
email addresses and telephones numbers 
for the same purposes.  Your email 
address will NOT be passed on to any 
other organisation or be used in any way 
other than to contact you about HCS.

In adopting this approach we have 
avoided the need to seek members 
consent in the manner employed by 
many of the large charities such as 
RSPB, Inland Waterways Association 

and National Trust.  We feel that in this 
way we are not risking losing touch 
with members who do not respond to a 
request to opt in to the holding of data 
and its use for communications.

Aside from the usual member 
communications, there may from time 
to time be specific reasons to seek the 
consent of groups of members for the 
sharing of their contact details such as 
organising boat crew.  

We are publishing a Privacy Policy, which 
will appear on our website by the time 
you read this article.  This will explain 
in more detail what we have done to 
demonstrate our compliance with the 
law.  It sets out what data we hold, how 
we use it and what protections you have.

There are many sites to find out more 
about GDPR.  The link below will take 
you to one of them

Alan Stopher

Chair
Huddersfield Canal Society

March 2018

http://www.itpro.co.uk/it-legislation/27814/what-is-gdpr-everything-you-need-to-know-8
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In November they repaired the access 
path to the canal from Micklehurst Road, 
which had been badly eroded by the 
flooding.  In January they continued 
work on the towpath surface, led by 
Companion Pete.

Emmaus Mossley is a charity based in 
Mossley that offers a home and work to 
previously homeless people.  Working 
in partnership with the Canal & River 
Trust to improve the canal environment 
in the town is one of the  ways that the 
Companions (residents of the charity) 
are glad to give  something back to the 
community.

EMMAUS Mossley Photos:  Phil Smith & Companion Pete

Volunteers from Emmaus Mossley have 
resumed their efforts to help look after 
the canal through Mossley.  The group 
of up to eight Companions from the 
charity are back repairing and improving 
the towpath below Bottoms Bridge (91) 
towards Lock 12W.

Emmaus ‘adopted’ the stretch of canal 
through Mossley several years ago and 
in the past they have carried out works 
from Roaches Lock 15W to the centre of 
the town.  This next stretch is particularly 
challenging having suffered in the recent 
floods and resembling a sea of mud 
towards Lock 12W and Scout Tunnel.
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Towpath, ‘a sea of mud’ ... Getting stuck in ... Newly re-surfaced towpath

Micklehurst Rd access path ... Stabilising the boundary fence ... A great improvement

Award Winning Hotel in the Heart of Huddersfield Town Centre

Huddersfield Central Lodge
3 Star Metro Hotel

Pleased to support the Huddersfield Canal Society

11-15 Beast Market T: 01484 515551 
Huddersfield E: angela@centrallodge.com
HD1 1QF W: www.centrallodge.com

EMMAUS at work on the towpath and environs, Mossley
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Keeping the rich history and 
heritage of the waterways alive
�  A beautifully presented, high-quality 

magazine to build into a collection 
you will treasure

�  Very little advertising and packed 
with engaging content

�  Fascinating personal stories and 
photograph collections from the 
working days of the waterways

�  Presenting new historical research 
and discoveries

�  Plus discounts on books 
and merchandise

Call us on 01283 742970 
or visit www.narrowboatmagazine.com

The Quarterly Inland Waterways Heritage Magazine

SUBSCRIBE FOR JUST

£23.96 
A YEAR (UK)

Gift Subscriptions Available

Narrowboat fp A5 ad Feb18.indd   82 23/02/2018   14:01
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Trawling some back issues of Waterways World, I came across this salient article in their March 1980 edition.  
Noted for the colour images of the Tunnel, it was rather optimistic about future through trips.   Bob Gough
Reproduced by kind permission of Waterways World
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DO YOU LIKE BOATING?
Huddersfield Canal Society Needs You!

We need crew to help run the Marsden Shuttle.  No previous experience 
required, just an interest in boats, canals and people!  Full training if you’d 
like to join us.  Hop aboard and have a chat with our friendly crew, or 
contact the HCS office for more information.

THE MARSDEN SHUTTLE AT TUNNEL END

Huddersfield Canal Society volunteers crew the Society’s own boat, the Marsden 
Shuttle, operating a ‘water taxi’ service between Marsden Station and Tunnel 
End for visitors to Standedge Visitor Centre.  We try to do this every weekend 
between Easter and the end of October but we need the crew.  Commitment is as 
much or as little as you like - every day we have a Skipper and Crew is a day the 
Shuttle can operate.  Crew just need one day training, but there’s the opportunity 
to train for the ‘Skippers’ Certificate’ too.  It’s not too difficult, and learning to steer 
and control a boat is great fun.  We also meet lots of people who come to admire 
the scenery, and want to know more about our part of the world.  It’s a chance to 
spend days out on the most scenic stretches of canal in the country, and we have 
occasional trips further afield when we visit canal-side festivals, often travelling 
through the longest, highest and deepest tunnel on the canal network.

Looking forward to having you on board!
HUDDERSFIELD CANAL SOCIETY
Tel: 01457 871800   hcs@huddersfieldcanal.com  www.huddersfieldcanal.com

Eric W
oulds



Huddersfield Canal Society

Huddersfield Canal Society is proud to support the 2018 Stalybridge Festival

2018 Stalybridge Festival

Huddersfield Canal Society (HCS) and Stalybridge 
Town Team (STT) have again worked with 
Stalybridge Festival Committee to help bring in 
a range of activities to the Town Centre for the 
weekend of 23rd and 24th June 2018.  
Tameside Canal Boat Trust’s trip boat,  
‘Still Waters’ will be providing free boat trips for 
the public over the full weekend. These have 
proven to be very popular and helped people to 
appreciate what a great asset they have through 
the Town Centre.  
HCS will also have its own boat, the Marsden 
Shuttle, in town for the full weekend to help cope 
with the demand for trips.  We will be hoping to 
encourage other boats to come along and moor 
up for the weekend to add welcome extra colour 
and activity to the canal.
At the time of writing, we are still finalising our 
range of attractions for the Armentières Square 
area.  On Saturday 23rd there will be childrens’ 
fun rides and other entertainment. On Sunday 
there will be a large craft market.  We are 
also looking to have other entertainment in 
Armentières Square on both days. 
We continue to work with Canal & River Trust 
(CRT) to improve the care and maintenance of 
the Canal through the heart of the Town Centre.

Our major clear up dates for the rest of 2018 are 
on the following Saturday mornings: 28th April; 
26th May; 23rd June; 28th July; 25th August; 
22nd September; 27th October & 25th November.   
Usually we meet at Holy Trinity Church at 09.30.  
This year there is a Clear Up on the first morning 
of the Festival weekend which should mean that 
the Town Centre and Canal will be really ‘spick 
and span’ for the event.  Please try and make 
every effort to come and help out if you can.   
If you would like to be included on the e-mail 
distribution list for these events, please contact 
Peter Rawson at:  

peter.rawson@hotmail.co.uk
or the Stalybridge Town Team at: 

stt20@outlook.com 
and we will keep you updated. 
There are also a variety of opportunities for 
volunteering in town and elsewhere on the 
Huddersfield Narrow and Broad Canals.  
If you are interested in volunteering to help, 
please speak to any HCS, STT or CRT staff 
attending the Stalybridge Festival. 
Alternatively, you can contact the HCS office by 
phone on 01457 871800 or at:

hcs@huddersfieldcanal.com   

CANAL

SOCIETY

~

Sat 23rd & Sun 24th June

STALYBRIDGE FESTIVAL

Stalybridge Town Team, along with the other 
Town Teams in Tameside, was formed around 
six years ago. Our team, which operates on an 
entirely voluntary basis, includes local ward 
Councillors, representatives from the business and 
faith communities and residents of Stalybridge.  
Currently we are starting to concentrate on 
providing a colourful summer for the town centre 
with a range of planters and improvements to our 
landscaped areas. If you are able to help in any 
way (physically or financially) with this initiative 
please contact STT by email at stt20@outlook.com.       
We continue to work with Canal and River Trust 
(CRT) to improve the care and maintenance of the 
Canal which is a fantastic asset and key feature 
which runs through the heart of the Town Centre. Marsden Shuttle at the 2017 Event
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Uppermill Community Action Network
A hardy band of volunteers braved 
heavy rain for the first meeting of the 
year.  As well as the usual litter picking 
one final push was needed to complete 
the removal of rotting leaves from the 
towpath between Wade Lock and 
Limekiln Lock.

They were keen to start work on their 
other projects for 2018 and their 
volunteers braved the snow to start work 

on the viaduct woodland project.  This 
is to be a long term venture aimed at 
turning a neglected piece of land into an 
area filled with native trees, shrubs and 
wildflowers which will help attract and 
support local wildlife.  The first task was 
to remove redundant wire fencing from 
beneath the viaduct.  The team then 
moved on to start clearing unstable and 
fallen trees from the area 
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UCAN volunteers sprucing-up the towpath above 
Wade Lock 21W.  Top right: Peter Killan with the angle 
grinder making short work of the fencing.  Bottom right: 
Volunteers make a start on the vegetation.  This area 
was used as a dredging disposal site by the Society in 
1999; one of the last projects of HCS Restoration Ltd.
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The Association is always pleased 
to welcome new members to join 
them and help make Uppermill 
an even better place to live.  For 
anyone interested in joining them on 
future project days their immediate 
programme is as follows :-

March – Saturday 24th

April – Thursday 19th

April – Saturday 28th 

The usual meeting point is 10am at 
the canal bridge on Moorgate Street, 
but this sometimes changes.  New 
volunteers are advised to check a few 
days in advance, with the Project Day 
calendar on their website: 

http://ucanuppermill.com
Alternatively you can contact UCAN’s 
Group Leader on 01457 878361.  

Editor’s Note: From HCS’ perspective, 
even when UCAN are not actually 
working on the canal itself through 
Uppermill, any work to enhance the area 
benefits both the canal and its users and 
furthers our own aims.
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Tow path project in Greenfield

Approximately 450 yards of fencing 
alongside the tow path has either been 
repaired or replaced over the last few 
months.  Many thanks to everyone 
involved.  On the first project day of the 
New Year (January 16th), gravel laying 
resumed, together with towpath clearing 
and litter picking.  Rain, hail, sleet and 
snow were experienced throughout the 
session, culminating in a heavy hail storm 
just as some volunteers were enjoying a 
well-earned brew (far right).

Forthcoming project dates are:

March: Sat 3rd, Tue 13th & Sat 24th**.  
April: Thu 5th & Sat 21st
May: Tue 1st, Sat 19th & Thu 31st
June: Sat 16th & Tue 26th

** With their project days coinciding on 
Saturday March 24th, the Group is hoping 
to join forces with Uppermill volunteers that 
day.  Further details will be available from the 
Project Leader, Gill McCulley.

If you haven’t volunteered beforehand 
and would like to be included on the 
mailing list for full details, please contact 
the Gill McCulley on 07963 521195 or  
email  gillmcculley@yahoo.com  

Everyone is always warmly welcomed

Street Scene Greenfield Group

Queen’s Award 
for Voluntary Service

The crystal, a copy of the certificate 
signed by the Queen, together with 
relevant information are now on display 
in the Art Gallery at Saddleworth 

Museum in Uppermill (pictured above).  
The Group would like as many people 
as possible to have sight of these, rather 
than have them languishing privately.  

The Queen’s Award 
for Voluntary Service

The MBE for volunteer groups

SSG
G

SSG
G
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SSGG IS GREENFIELD-BASED COMMUNITY ACTION WORKING FOR  
YOU TO BUILD CONFIDENCE AND PRIDE IN OUR COMMUNITY 

(A sub-group of Greenfield & Grasscroft Residents Association) 
- YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE -

New Members welcome  info@ggra.co.uk  or ring: 01457 597666

Volunteers from the Street Scene group in the company of the Lord Lieutenant of Greater Manchester (centre 
front) and his entourage together with the Mayor and Mayoress of Oldham.  Steph Pelmore, Gill McCulley 
and Peter Lowe are 7th, 3rd and 1st from the right, respectively.

SSG
G



24 - Pennine Link

Stalybridge Volunteer Team
We have had two main ‘Clear Up’ sessions 
so far this year both with good turnouts 
despite the weather conditions.  As I’ve 
mentioned previously, the canal corridor 
gets more than its fair share of the litter 
and debris blown in from the surrounding 
town centre and it’s the only area in the 
town centre that does not benefit from any 
publicly funded cleansing routine.  So, it’s 
business as usual and we’ve removed large 
quantities of litter and debris and made a 
significant improvement to the appearance 
of the canal and its surrounding areas.   
We had a specific problem with trolleys 
in the canal channel last year which 
coincided with the change in the £1 coin.  
This has now reduced somewhat following 
the upgrading of the trolleys, although we 
did remove a group of four linked trolleys 
from the canal at our January session.

We are also working with the Canal and 
River Trust to manage and improve the 
landscaped areas alongside the canal.  
At our latest session, two of our volunteers 
(below) worked very hard to clear out one 
of the large canal side planters.  These 
planters, which have not been worked on 
since they were installed in 2001, will be 
replanted in the coming months to provide 
a nice display for all visitors.

Our proposal to replace the 
volunteers’ cabin has had a 
boost recently with the award 
of £2000 from the Tesco 
Bags of Help scheme.  We 
now have £6000, including 
the £4000 received from the 
Canal and River Trust, towards 
the estimated cost of £8000.  
Stalybridge Town Team is 
applying to other funding 
streams for the remaining 
£2000 which will hopefully 
allow us to replace the 
cabin, with something more 
appropriate to its prominent 
setting in the town centre, 
during the coming summer.

Our main sessions for the rest 
of 2018 will take place on the 
fourth Saturday in the month 
(no session in December).  

Peter Raw
son
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We’ll meet at Holy Trinity Church at 
9.30 am on each occasion for the Health 
and Safety Briefing and a pre-start brew. 
Specifically, the dates are:

24th March, 28th April,

26th May, 23rd June,

28th July, 25th August,

22nd September, 27th October

and 24th November. 

Children are very welcome at these 
sessions and always seem to enjoy the 
experience but they must be supervised by 
parents at all times when with us.  Overall 
our sessions are an opportunity to meet like 
minded people and have some fun whilst 
doing some worthwhile and important 
work to improve the environment for the 
benefit of the whole community.

We hope to carry out some additional 
project specific work during the year so 
please keep an eye on the Stalybridge 
Town Team and Huddersfield Canal Society 
Facebook pages for details.  If you would 
like to be kept up to date please provide 
Dr Bob Gough at the HCS office with 
your email address and I’ll add you to the 
Volunteers’ contact list.

As usual, a big thank you to Tesco 
Stalybridge, Canal and River Trust and Holy 
Trinity Church and of course our volunteers 
for all the help and support.

Whilst writing about Stalybridge I’d like 
to expand on some recent news about 
vandalism and some negative publicity 
within the boating community.  

You may be aware of some recent 
serious vandalism to an unattended 
boat that had been moored up for some 
time between Locks 4W and 5W, just 
downstream of Stalybridge Town centre.  
The boat certainly had an abandoned 
appearance even before the attack but 

mindless vandalism of this type is of course 
unacceptable under any circumstances.  It 
is not unique to Stalybridge.  

This isolated incident has brought 
about a redoubling of efforts to make 
improvements in the town.  HCS is working 
with Local Councillors, the Police and the 
Trust to see how we can encourage more 
boaters to moor up and spend some time 
in Stalybridge.  

The current town centre CCTV provision, 
both public and private, is being audited 
to work out where the gaps are and to see 
how these can be covered, particularly 
along the canal corridor.  The provision of 
secure moorings is also being considered 
and there are opportunities on the offside 
opposite Tesco which, subject to approval 
and funding, look promising.  

The town is currently benefiting from some 
substantial investment with residential 
developments at Armentières Square and 
on Castle Street. These are programmed 
for completion later this year and will bring 
much needed life and vibrancy into the 
town centre and will help in self-policing 
the area.  Further developments are also 
in the pipeline across the town which has 
recently been chosen by Tameside Council 
to be part of Andy Burnham’s initiative to 
regenerate a small town in each of Greater 
Manchester’s Boroughs.  There are two 
derelict sites alongside the canal at Castle 
Street and Staley Wharf.  We will be 
campaigning for secure mooring facilities 
with service provision to be incorporated 
into the plans for the redevelopment of the 
sites.  

With all these positive developments, 
we hope that we will see more boats 
visiting this year and are working hard to 
ensure that all visitors have an enjoyable 
experience. 

Peter Rawson
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Sir John Ramsden’s Canal - The ‘Broad’

I bought a copy of the plan of the Broad 
Canal (reproduced above), properly 
called “Sir John Ramsden’s Canal”, from 
a ‘Canalia’ shop at Braunston.  As its title 
states, it shows the canal at the time of its 
building in the 1770s.  That would have 
been some 40 years before the 
Huddersfield Narrow Canal.  The late 
John Goodchild always referred to the 
‘Sir John Ramsden Canal’ and the 
‘Huddersfield Canal’ as such, whereas I 
have here followed current usage and 
simply distinguished them as the ‘Broad’ 
and the ‘Narrow’ respectively.

As many Pennine Link readers will know, 
at the material time, Sir John Ramsden, 
Bart, was not yet of age and the Broad 
canal was built by his trustees, mostly 
through land forming part of his estate.  

As now the Broad commenced on the 
south bank of the River Calder, between 
Cooper Bridge weir and Cooper Bridge 
itself.  That section of river was then still 

part of the main line of the Calder & 
Hebble Navigation (C&HN) and boats 
turning towards Huddersfield would have 
had to cross the river immediately above 
the weir, a hazardous operation in the 
days before powered craft, especially 
when there was a ‘bit of fresh’ on the 
river.  Minutes of the C&HN suggest 
that as late as 1847 there was a bridge 
over Cooper Bridge weir and, assuming 
that that originally carried the towpath, 
there would only have been a limited 
opportunity to control craft from it.  

Access to the Broad would have been 
eased when in the 1790s the C&HN 
Company extended Cooper Bridge 
cut by about 200 yards beneath Leeds 
Road and through flood gates back 
into the river.  This would have been 
to the benefit of craft both continuing 
up the main line and turning towards 
Huddersfield but there is no mention of 
any contribution being sought from the 
Ramsden Estate.  Indeed, it is surprising 
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that there is no mention of the Broad in 
the C&HN minutes either then or when 
the new canal was initiated even though 
it would have significantly enhanced 
the C&HN’s income.  A later towpath 
bridge immediately above the present 
Flood Gates probably superseded the 
one over the weir and would have 
enabled boatmen to lead their towing 
horses across the river whether they were 
continuing upstream or turning towards 
the Broad.  This bridge is no longer there.

Apart from Colne Bridge Road and the 
two crossings of Leeds Road, there were 
not many bridges over the canal.  Those 
at the lock tails are integral with the locks 
themselves and would have been part of 
the original construction.   

The one at No. 7, Field House Lock, is 
shown a little downstream from it though 
built integrally as the others.  Hillhouse 
Lane is simply designated ‘from Halifax’.  
Locomotive bridge was originally a swing 
bridge but is not noted as such.  Quay 
Street/Turnbridge Road, which it carries 
today, was labelled ‘Baus Lane’.

Initially the canal’s southern terminus 
was at Kings Mill, and the canal is shown 
as entering the River Colne just before 
reaching it.  The last section later became 
redundant after the Narrow Canal came 
along and the Broad proper now finishes 
at Lock 1E on the Narrow.  Nevertheless 
the river still feeds the Broad via a 
channel through University land.

Keith Noble

Colne Bridge Road crossing the Broad Canal.  
When the bridge parapets were reconstructed, 
the original datestone was relocated in the 
lower stonework on the towpath side (inset).

Bob G
ough
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Review - The Standedge Tunnels
If I was being asked to review a book I 
would like to think it was a racy novel 
not a text book on advanced maths.  So 
I was somewhat cautious about agreeing 
to review Trevor Ellis’s THE STANDEDGE 
TUNNELS for Pennine Link.  I suspected, 
nay expected it to be full of numbers and 
facts.

I was right, of course.  But being a retired 
civil engineer with a keen interest in the 
infrastructure of the industrial revolution 
I couldn’t wait to get to grips with the 
book.  128 pages of carefully researched 

work that Trevor himself doubted he 
could ever complete, take us from the 
early days of the canal tunnel through 
to its operation and then to the three 
railway tunnels.  The book is completed 
by a series of annexes giving more detail 
of certain aspects of the works.

The Foreword is by Society patron 
Timothy West, who travelled the canal 
tunnel on one of his TV Great Canal 
Journeys, completing his connection with 
the tunnel, following a trip in 1995 when 
I showed Tim the canal as it then stood.

The tunnels are all treated 
separately with a great 
amount of historical 
detail culled mainly from 
Committee Minutes and 
local newspaper articles.   
In the case of the canal 
tunnel the information is 
less than complete due 
probably to the difficulty of 
recording information.   
The Minutes would be long-
hand and consequently 
restricted to being as brief 
as possible.  The newspaper 
articles were mainly records 
of progress, with little 
detail, except to record the 
many changes of engineers 
and contractors and the 
many stops and starts along 
the way – the longest stop 
being for eight years!

The notable event was 
the linking up of the two 
lengths of tunnel that 
were correct to level 
but 26’0”out of line.  
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Considering the method of transferring 
a line down a shaft at the time (two 
weighted lines dropped down and 
‘steadied’ in tubs of oil, lined up by eye, 
or primitive telescopes on the surface 
and below) it is a miracle that they ever 
met at all.

The tunnel was completed in 1811, 
18 years from inception, at a cost of 
£122,803 – about three times the 
original estimate.

There is a lengthy explanation of the 
tunnel’s operation.  Of note was the 
work of the “Standedge Admiral” – 
Thomas Bourne who supervised the 
passage and collected tolls for 37 years, 
crossing the moor four times each day, 
seven days a week.  I hope he was able 
to cadge a lift on a horse, occasionally.

The stories of the three railway tunnels 
are similar to each other but it is very 
clear how tunnelling work and works 
management improved over the years, 
as did the recording of works with the 
arrival of the typewriter.  Also over the 
years the emphasis in newspaper articles 
went from construction progress to more 
‘newsy’ items, fatalities, drownings, 
drunkenness, fighting, rock falls, etc. 

Small villages of wooden huts were built 
for the workers and families.  There were 
so many Irish miners that Kiln Green 
School in Diggle started Irish lessons.  
And to relieve local churches Standedge 
Mission Churches were set up at both 
ends of the tunnels.  There were 600 
workers on site at times plus families.  
Diggle School rose from 60 to 160 pupils.

One interesting discussion is about ‘The 
Cathedral’ a strange, full size tunnel 
joining the two single railways tunnels, 
roughly at mid-length.  It is a monument 

to Victorian bricklayers but nothing else, 
it would seem.

Politics, probably with a small ‘p’ entered 
into the story with the efforts of the 
railway companies to close the canal.  
The canal tunnel was once closed for 
nine weeks, causing carriers to move 
onto the railways.  There were many 
incidents caused by rail crashes, boats 
sinking, etc.

The improvement in works is clearly 
illustrated by the fact that the final 
railway tunnel, being twin tracked, and 
massive compared to the single tunnels, 
was completed in only 4 years, using 120 
tons of gelignite and 25 million bricks.

The Tunnel Book gives a detailed account 
of the canal tunnel in operation.  It 
remained operational into the 1930s.

There is a description of the fabric of 
the canal, the formation of the Inland 
Waterways Association, the restoration 
movement, the eventual re-opening and 
the current situation.

The annexes cover, in some detail, side 
issues such as later developments at 
Tunnel End and Diggle, the lengths of the 
tunnels and the complex shaft operations 
and methods of working.

The book is well presented and 
accompanied with many historical 
photographs, aerial photographs and 
excellent diagrams which, again, show 
the skill of Bob Gough.

Ken Wright, MBE

**Membership Offer**

The Standedge Tunnels by Trevor Ellis 
is available to Society members at a 
reduced price of £6.50 (Cover Price: 
£7.50).  Please use the enclosed Order 
Form for your entitlement.
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Notice of the 2018 AGM

HUDDERSFIELD CANAL SOCIETY LIMITED
Notice is hereby given that the Thirty Eighth Annual General Meeting of the above 
named Company will be held at the Standedge Visitor Centre, Waters Road, 
Marsden, Huddersfield, HD7 6NQ on 7th June, 2018 at 7.00 pm to transact the 
following business:

 1. To approve the Minutes of the 2017 Annual General Meeting.
 2. To receive and adopt the Accounts for the Company for the year  

ending 31st December 2017 together with the Report of the Council of  
Management and of the Accountants thereon.

 3. To elect Accountants and authorise the Council of Management  
to fix their remuneration.

 4. To re-elect Mr. Michael McHugh as a member of the Council of 
Management retiring by rotation.

 5. To re-elect Mr. Keith Noble as a member of the Council of Management 
retiring by rotation.

 6. To re-elect Mr. David Sumner as a member of the Council of Management 
retiring by rotation.

 7. To re-elect Mr. Anthony Zajac as a member of the Council of Management 
retiring by rotation.

 8. To confirm the appointment of Mr. Martin Clark as a member of the Council 
of Management retiring by rotation.

 9. To consider any other nominations*.
 10. Any other business.

DATED the 20th Day of March 2018
By Order of the Council

M. H. McHugh, Company Secretary

* Any member must give notice, in writing, of their intention to propose any other member 
for election and that member give notice in writing, signed, indicating his/her willingness to 
be elected.  Such notices must be submitted to the Secretary, Mike McHugh, Huddersfield 
Canal Society, Transhipment Warehouse, Wool Road, Dobcross, Oldham, OL3 5QR not less 
than four nor more than twenty-eight intervening days.  Such proposals shall be voted upon 
at the Meeting, either by a show of hands or ballot according to the wish of the member 
being proposed.

N.B.  A member entitled to attend and vote at the Meeting is entitled to appoint a proxy 
to attend and vote on his/her behalf.  The Form of Proxy enclosed must be completed and 
returned to the Administrator, Huddersfield Canal Society, Transhipment Warehouse, Wool 
Road, Dobcross, Oldham, OL3 5QR before the date of the Meeting.   A proxy must be a 
Member of the Company.
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COPY DATE

Articles, letters and comments 
for Issue 202 of Pennine Link 

should reach the Editor at  
Transhipment Warehouse, 

Wool Rd, Dobcross, OL3 5QR 
by 14th May 2018

MEMBERSHIP RATES

Individual £9.00 
Family £11.00 
Life £90.00 
Associate £15.00 
Corporate £150.00

ADVERTISING RATES
Page Per Issue Per Year

Qtr £12.50 £50.00

Half £25.00 £100.00

Full £50.00 £200.00

220 Club - 16th Draw

and not a Society member, join us and then 
sign up to the 220 Club.

AND here are the results of our 
sixteenth quarterly draw:

Total Subscribers:  63 
Total Prize Fund:  £151

1st Prize:
Mr V Willey  winning  £101
2nd Prize:
Mr D Barnwell  winning  £50

Congratulations to the prize winners!

Since the Club started, in April 2014, your 
generosity has raised over £4,600 which 
has allowed us to distribute £1,800 in cash 
prizes and contributed over £2,800 to the 
work of the Society; thank you!

This quarter, the Club benefits from 63 
subscriptions, so we can offer a Prize Fund 
of £151 which means the first prize has, 
once again, reached three figures at £101 
and the second prize, £50.  The more who 
subscribe, the higher the prize fund offered 
for your £2 a month stake.

To join, you need to complete the form 
which can be downloaded from our 
website by following the Members’ Area 
link, or if you prefer, call the office and 
we’ll send you a paper copy by post.  Do 
consider completing a Standing Order and 
then you’ll never miss a draw.

For legal reasons, only Huddersfield Canal 
Society members are eligible to subscribe 
to HCS 220 Club, so if you are reading this 
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