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Standedge panorama - all quiet on the visitor front.  
Photo:  Ryan Curtis

Editorial
It’s my turn (again) 
to be the Pennine 
Link Editor, so I get 
to read it all first.  
Hope you find it 
as interesting and 
informative as I did!  

I have to admit, as Boat Crew, I tend to 
live in a Marsden Shuttle bubble and 
only find out about what’s happening 
elsewhere on the canal through the pages 
of Pennine Link so I always welcome the 
quarterly catch up.  

Speaking of the Shuttle, October is 
a busy month in Marsden.  The well 
known and very well attended Jazz 
Festival takes place at the beginning of 
the month and this year we tried to plug 
in to some of the action by advertising 
the Shuttle in the Festival Programme – 
read all about it in the article published 
in this edition. 

Halloween is our end of season bit of 
boating fun and is becoming a fixture 
on the Shuttle calendar.  Another item 
on this too – any fans of dressing up are 
welcome to come and join in next year! 

Both events are, to a certain extent, 
dependent on what’s happening at 
Standedge Visitor Centre (SVC) and this 
year the participation of Canal & River 
Trust (CRT) in both events had been 
scaled down.  This year they decided 
not to get involved with the Jazz Festival, 
although the staff made a great effort on 
Halloween Thursday.

There have been lots of initiatives to 
improve visitor numbers at Standedge 
over the past few years.  The promotion 
of the SVC as a wedding venue has 
been a great success, so long may that 
continue.  HCS is now integral to that 
operation as the Shuttle is often booked 

as the wedding taxi.  We always take a 
stand at the twice yearly Wedding Fayres, 
expertly organised by our great friend 
and ally Beverley Earnshaw, to promote 
the wedding taxi enterprise.  

However, the number of people visiting 
the SVC don’t appear to warrant winter 
opening so from the 10 November this 
year the café and public access to the 
SVC closed down until a date to be 
arranged next spring.  This was a bit of 
a surprise as the café was significantly 
refurbished over the last winter months 
and there was an expectation that there 
would be year-round opening – not to 
be, apparently.  Hopefully there’ll be 
some new initiatives next year to increase 
visitor numbers, and HCS has agreed to 
support this in any way we can.   
In particular we’re now attending 
monthly meetings being arranged with 
CRT management to discuss how we can 
help each other make the SVC a great 
day out for families.

We have a few ideas for events in 2020, 
including repeating the successful Tunnel 
End Festival.  Next year we’ll have more 
time to prepare and publicise it, so here’s 
hoping for some good weather!  The 
provisional date is 19 July so mark it up 
in your diaries.  Additionally we’re keen 
to support CRT with any events they 
may be running so the monthly meetings 
will enable us to co-ordinate our actions 
more effectively.  

One area in particular that we’d both 
like to see promoted is the number of 
boats using the canal and passing through 
the tunnel.  Whilst the HCS-sponsored 
Pennine Explorer Cruise won’t be 
happening again until 2021, we’d like to 
look at ways we might get a few boats to 
congregate at Tunnel End sometime next 
year, so we can have a mini Boat Festival.  
Work in progress….

Although CRT and the Shuttle Boat 
Crew might have put their feet up for 
the winter, there’s still lots happening 
out there.  Maintenance and clearing up 
work carries on throughout the winter, 
with our own and affiliated work parties 
working hard through the cold, often 
wet, and dark winter months.  CRT isn’t 
exactly ignoring us either – there are 
published works to Locks 23E, 28E, 39E 
(grouting) and 10W (general repairs), 
leak repairs near Bridge 25, repairs to top 
quoins at 41E, and new tailgates and lock 
ladders at 31W.  Phew!

Think my last duty as Winter Editor is 
to wish all our readers a great Christmas 
holiday and a healthy and happy New 
Year!  

Eric Woulds
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It was there in 1982 when Trevor pictured it: now 
missing, the 3 mile (from Huddersfield) stone.

Chairman’s Report
As I’m writing this 
report in mid-
November the 
weather has turned 
windy cold and 
wet, not surprising 
given the time of 

year.  In the last issue I referred to the 
challenges presented to the Canal & 
River Trust by the Toddbrook reservoir 
partial failure.  This time, a day or so 
of torrential rain in the North Midlands 
and Yorkshire has brought flooding to 
the Don Valley and more locally in the 
Calder valley in Mirfield.  So far I’m 
not aware of any damage to the canal 
navigations this time but it is a further 
reminder of the challenges of maintaining 
a network whilst coping with the vagaries 
of intense weather systems.  For those 
with boats moored along the Calder & 
Hebble and Don Navigation it must have 
been a worrying time as well as putting 
paid to any late autumn cruising.

Although there have been no major 
issues on the Huddersfield Narrow, there 
have been a number of stoppages since 
my last report.  On the east side, the 
recurring water loss at Lock 29E resulted 
in the winter stoppage being brought 
forward to the first few days of October 
so that repairs could be made to the bed 
and washwall.  In late September there 
was a lock obstruction at 17E which 
necessitated draining of the chamber 
for repairs.  A repair was made to the 
quoin at Lock 1E which appears to have 
resolved the leakage and the overnight 
restrictions in the first few pounds have 
now been removed.

On the West side a headgate paddle 
failed at 17W in early September and 
a repair made, followed by further 
works in a stoppage during the first few 
days of October.  A tree fall near Lock 
10W prevented use of the towpath and 
navigation for the day.  Downstream of 
here towpath reinstatement following 
storm damage and associated removal 
of silt from the canal has limited access 
to the towpath in the last 10 days of 
October.  The planned winter stoppages 
along the length of the Narrow and 
Broad Canals are now underway and due 
to be completed by Christmas.

This is the time of year when Canal & 
River Trust holds its customer forums 
and it will be an opportunity to get to 
know the new managers for the North 
West and North East Regions after the 
protracted reorganisation.  The sooner 
we get to know them, the sooner we 
can restart discussions on a number of 
beneficial projects which need Canal & 
River Trust input and support.

We’ve started regular meetings with 
Andy Widdowson, the Interim Manager 
at Standedge Visitor Centre, and aim to 
continue our close working relationship 
which we had with his predecessor, 
Iain Weston, who has now returned to 
Ellesmere Port Waterways Museum.   
The recent news that Standedge café 
will be closed for the winter indicates 
that Andy is taking a serious look at 
finances.  As well as autumn weddings 
the Shuttle has run during the Marsden 
Jazz Festival on the second weekend 
of October and the usual Scary Shuttle 
trips for Halloween and for the Canal 
& River Trust’s Wedding Fayre in early 

November.  The Jazz Festival outing will 
help spread the word to a different set 
of visitors, many of whom travel from all 
over the country to this award-winning 
music gathering.  This has been the 
most successful season ever with record 
numbers of passengers carried, a credit 
to all the boat crews involved.  There are 
unlikely to be any more running days this 
year.  Dates for the new season will be 
published on a link accessible from here: 

http://www2.huddersfieldcanal.com/
canals-for-all/#shuttle

The maintenance team of HCS 
volunteers have continued with their 
duties every other Friday keeping the 
lock and towpath environment up to 
scratch in the lengths not covered by 
community adoption groups.  As Trevor 
mentions in his article, off-side cutting 
back has not been possible and the 
use of a boat is sure to figure in our 
future conversations with the new CRT 
management team.

Vice-Chairman, Trevor Ellis, has also 
been exploring with Canal & River Trust 
the possibility of installing 5 missing 

milestones, one on the Broad Canal 
and 4 on the Narrow.  All the others are 
still in place and it would be good to 
have a complete set along the 24 mile 
length of the Huddersfield Canals.  Our 
Administrator has obtained prices and 
a budget has been set aside.  We now 
await approvals before placing an order 
for them to be cut out of local stone.

Ellesmere Port Waterways Museum has 
been taking stock of boats within its 
care and has decided that a number 
will need to find new homes.  One of 
these is a 20th Century steel icebreaker 
called Marsden.  Some members will 
recall that it was once based at Tunnel 
End.  Time to make a decision was short 
and we decided to express an interest in 
taking on the vessel subject to it being 
accommodated at Standedge Visitor 
Centre.  We await the decision of the 
Museum’s Trustees with interest.

Recently I paid a return visit to 
Huddersfield University’s School of 
Art, Design and Architecture to give a 
presentation on the Huddersfield Narrow 
Canal.  The aim was to give first year 
contemporary art students context to a 
five week ‘residency’ on the canal and 
its environment.  It was the first time I 
had visited the new Barbara Hepworth 
building which dominates the canal 
setting and faces the waterway with 
an atrium and staircase.  Only opened 
in September this year, it was a great 
improvement on the previous cramped 
facilities.  My only reservation is that 
the architects had decided to curtail the 
paved area well short of the canal itself.  
Perhaps one day this can be rectified 
with a landing stage accessible from the 
building.  (See photograph overleaf taken 
from the nearby footbridge)
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The new Barbara Hepworth building as 
seen from the nearby footbridge.

After a lengthy period of consultation 
on the potential Colne Valley Greenway 
a complete draft scoping document 
has now been produced by Sustrans.  
Although the main emphasis is on the 
towpath from Slaithwaite to Marsden 
and parallel paths to cater for horse-
riding, the study includes the existing 
and potential routes from Colne Bridge 
through Huddersfield and beyond 
Marsden onto the Pennine moorland.  
I’ve yet to read the 60 pages in detail 
but will have done by the time the next 
meeting is held in January 2020 with the 
intention of signing it off.  Once there is 
an agreed way forward there will be a 
basis for applying for funds.

The Society’s Council of Management 
continues to meet every two months 
to manage our charity’s affairs, make 
decisions on projects and plan events.  

Council member Tony Zajac has decided 
to stand down as he was finding it 
a challenge to juggle all his various 
activities.  Over the years he has been 
involved in all aspects of running the 
Marsden Shuttle and more recently in 
coordinating our publicity efforts.  I’d like 
to record the Society’s thanks to Tony for 
all his hard work and hope his absence 
from Council will not preclude him from 
entertaining volunteers with his quizzes 
from time to time.  

By the time you read this Christmas will 
be upon us, so I wish you and your loved 
ones a peaceful and happy time and all 
the best for 2020.

Alan Stopher
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Canal Diaries BBC1 (North) - November 2019
Eric Woulds writes:

Not being an aficionado of early evening 
TV (usually having a post tea nap) I was glad 
that my attention had been drawn to the 
airing of this TV programme.  

Not the first time that the Narrow Canal 
had featured on the BBC in 2019.  We 
had some prime time coverage with ‘Road 
to Chelsea’ earlier this year, featuring our 
own Marsden Shuttle.  However, this time 
it was a whole programme (albeit only 30 
minutes) almost entirely devoted to Robbie 
Cumming’s journey from Ashton Under 
Lyne to Huddersfield on board his narrow 
boat ‘Naughty Lass’.  If you haven’t already 
twigged, the name is a play on Captain 
Nemo’s boat, the Nautilus.  Happily, unlike 
Captain Nemo, Robbie spends all his time 
above the water line.  

He explains that the boat is his transport, 
home, and workplace, and that he’s a full 
time ‘live aboard’ boater who spends his 
time exploring the canal system through the 
good months of the year.  Winter he spends 
at a Marina, but although he likes the 
electric hook up he feels imprisoned while 
he’s there so when spring comes along, he’s 
off on his travels.  

This series of programmes (5 in all) follows 
Robbie’s journey from Shardlow to 
Liverpool, a journey of 300 miles by boat 
along the inland waterways.  He goes the 
long way round and takes in two cross 
Pennine passages, first the Huddersfield 
Narrow, and then the Rochdale Canals.

Episode 3 starts in Marple, and finishes 
in Huddersfield.  He’s just in time for the 
re-opening of the Marple flight so the first 
scenes show him descending through the 
locks on his way to Ashton via the Peak 
Forest Canal.  There’s a great aerial view of 
Naughty Lass crossing the Marple Aqueduct 

with the railway viaduct in the background.  
Aerial photography (probably using a 
drone) is a feature of the programme with 
plenty of high level filming – interesting to 
see some locations from quite literally a 
different angle.  It is worth mentioning that 
the photography appears to be mainly DIY 
with extensive use of ‘GoPro’ type cameras 
fixed at various points on the boat and 
iPhone footage for more personal moments.  
Not a problem though – the quality of the 
programme is excellent for this type of 
production and is expertly edited too.

Arriving at Ashton, he turns right on to 
the Narrow Canal, and goes through the 
Asda Tunnel, which he seems to be quite 
impressed with.  Not every day you cruise 
under a supermarket I suppose.  He’s 
less impressed when he takes a chunk 
out of his finger on the lock gear shortly 
afterwards.  Onwards and upwards (literally) 
to Stalybridge where he stops to do some 
Tesco shopping, and then on to CRT Grove 
Road Sanitary Station - we get a visual tour 
of the facilities (impressively clean) and he 
does a boat wash too.

His first issue with navigation happens at 
the pound between Locks 18 -19W when 
he grounds on the canal bed.  He brings 
some water down so he can carry on, 
opening the gate paddles and top sluices on 
19W, and making the point that he’d asked 
permission from CRT first.  Shortly after, 
he’s overjoyed to find a ‘community’ herb 
garden next to a lock – taking his scissors he 
does some judicious pruning to improve the 
health of the plants and no doubt embellish 
a forthcoming culinary experience.

There are some fine shots of the passage 
through Greenfield, and he waxes lyrical 
about the Saddleworth Viaduct giving 
lengthy historical detail on dates and 
dimensions etc.  This bloke likes his bridges.

On the journey up to Diggle, he says that 
the canal is one of the most challenging he’s 
been on, with low water levels and broken 
lock gear being singled out as problems.  
However, as the camera pans around the 
countryside on the way up the flight, he 
says when you see views like this, it makes 
it all worthwhile.  Good observation!

At Diggle Tunnel Portal he meets up with 
another boater who says that he’s looking 
forward to going through the tunnel, but his 
wife has taken the bus to Marsden and will 
be waiting at the café at Tunnel End.

Our own Trevor Ellis then makes an 
appearance – he’s today’s Tunnel 
Chaperone.  He gauges Naughty Lass and 
they set off under Standedge Moor.  Some 
great video of the tunnel rock sections, and 
of course Robbie gets the traditional soaking 
as he passes under one of the shafts.  In 
conversation with Trevor, he asks how 
many times he’s been through.  Trevor says 
about 200.  Robbie asks if ever gets bored.  
Trevor says ‘Not so far…..’ As author of 
the HCS Standedge Tunnels book I would 
have thought the answer could have been 
‘Never…’!

Arriving in Marsden, he goes to the 
launderette to do his washing, and then 
carries on down the Warehouse Hill flight, 
commenting on the restoration plaque at 
Lock 37E, aka the Blue Peter Lock.  Another 
bit of BBC involvement, commemorated 
not only by a plaque but also with carved 
and painted Blue Peter emblems on the 
balance beams.  ‘Always wondered what 
you had to do get a Blue Peter Badge’ he 
says.  As he muses on the journey so far, 
he says that, compared to the south and 
midlands, northern canals are much quieter 
and more relaxed, offering more time to 
enjoy your surroundings and appreciate the 
greater contrast of landscapes.  Plenty of 
that on the HNC.

On his way to Slaithwaite he comes across 
two stoppages, one caused by a breach in 

the wash wall near Bridge 51 (Booth Banks) 
that has resulted in low water levels.   
All traffic is stopped until it’s fixed, but CRT 
staff repair the breach quickly and he’s back 
on his way.  Unfortunately a tree has fallen 
across the channel shortly afterwards so 
CRT has to come to the rescue again.  Soon 
fixed and before long he’s cruising into 
Slaithwaite Town Centre where he dives 
into the local shops to get the materials for 
a fry up.

Next day is his last on the HNC.  He passes 
the former Titanic Mills, which gets quite 
a mention and some good aerial views.  
Continuing through Milnsbridge, he says 
he’s relieved to be nearing his destination 
but is also sorry to be leaving the scenery 
behind.

He completes his journey passing under the 
Longroyd Viaduct (glimpsing the ‘secret’ 
tunnel into the former Silk Mill), past the 
impressive Kirklees College buildings and 
beneath Bates Mill to Aspley Basin where 
he says he’s going to moor up a few days to 
recover from his trip over the top!

In all, it was a very fair description of a 
HNC passage by a single-handed boater.  
Yes, it’s challenging but the scenery makes it 
worthwhile.  The canal is also quiet so you 
can spend longer enjoying the views and 
surroundings, so the moral of that particular 
point is it’s better if you don’t rush it.  The 
camera work makes for a very engaging 
tele-visual experience, particularly if you’re 
familiar with the area, and I especially 
enjoyed the aerial shots of the canal and 
surrounding countryside.

I have to admit I missed the first two 
episodes of this programme, so I’ll be 
finding them on iPlayer while they’re still 
available.  Sadly, by the time you read 
this they may well have disappeared, but 
knowing the BBC they’ll be coming around 
again sooner or later.

Eric Woulds
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Scary Shuttle
Well, we couldn’t not do it could we?  
Apart from the fact that the Halloween 
props seem to get more plentiful (and 
scary) every year, we now actually have 
people asking about the Scary Shuttle trips 
and, whilst there’s no evidence to prove it 
or otherwise, I’m sure we’re getting return 
customers.

Established in 2016, the Scary Shuttle 
now runs on Halloween day (it’s during 
the local school holidays so there’s always 
plenty of young customers about) and the 

weekend before if possible too.  Social 
media and some judicious lamp-post 
posting before the event makes sure that 
the public of Marsden and the Colne and 
Holme Valleys know we’re running, and 
of course when, so we were hoping for a 
good turn out.

A couple of days before the fun started 
the boxes of spooky sundries were taken 
down to the Shuttle and scariness ensued.  
Creepy cloth galore, rubbery bats dangling 
from the ceiling, skeletons of differing 
designs and sizes smiling ghoulishly at 
the passengers, and various illuminations 
(mainly green) dangling around the 
bulkheads.  

We even have 2 life sized (or is that dead 
sized….?) skulls that light up in the dark.  
Also, mustn’t forget the ever popular 
Witchy doorbell and Stan Dedge the 
creepy skeletal miniature first mate who 
sings “I’m scary and I know it’ at regular 
intervals to the great delight of all the 
crew…..

Dressing up is all part of the fun.  I rolled 
out the Ghost Pirate Captain gear once 
again, and John Liversidge dusted off the 
Skeleton Ghoul Gear.  Syd Barnet made 
his appearance as the Volga Vampyre, and 

Terry Lomas flourished the evil cape like 
a professional.  We even had some crowd 
control one day when Mick Hunter and 
Martin Durker arrived, doing a sterling job 
holding the crowds back, and sorting them 
into packs of 12 at Tunnel End.

However, it wouldn’t be Halloween 
without something going slightly wrong.  
Some of us recall the episode of the 
overheating engine a couple of years ago 
and whilst we were spared trouble last 
year the bi-annual gremlins decided to 
put their appearance in again.  First, a 
deluge of biblical proportions manifested 
itself on Saturday the 26 October, the first 
day we were due to run.  The forecast 
was grim, but three of us turned up to 
see what we could do.  The answer that 
day was to sit on the boat for two hours 
with the rain hammering down on the 
roof while we had a good natter and put 
most of the world to rights.  During that 
time there was a fairly obvious lack of any 
potential Halloweeners around (or anyone 
else come to that) so we eventually called 
it a draw and shut the boat up for the 
day.  At least the forecast for Sunday was 
significantly better so we agreed to meet 
up early and get a good day in.

Sure enough the sun was shining the day 
after, and it wasn’t too cold either.  Our 
first trip was around 10.30 and we ran 

almost full all day until around 3.00pm.  
We were heading for Lock 42 with a full 
complement of passengers when John (at 
the helm) realised there was a sudden loss 
of power, followed by an engine cut out.  
Luckily we were able to drift up to the 
usual disembarkation spot at the head of 
Lock 42E and the passengers didn’t really 
notice that there was anything amiss.   
A quick attempt at restarting failed so we 
knew it was something potentially serious, 
and sure enough removal of the covers 
revealed too much diesel in the bilges.   
A fuel line had failed, so that was the end 
of our spooky shift for the day.  We had a 
great time bow hauling the Shuttle back to 
the mooring though, singing shanty songs 
all the way (actually we didn’t…)

Luckily we hadn’t lost too much of the 
day, and only a few passengers who 
were expecting to have a return journey 
on the Shuttle back to Tunnel End were 
disappointed, together with those waiting 
for the trip at the Café.  Apologies all 
round.

Our trusty boat mechanic was called 
in, and all was fixed for Halloween on 
Thursday 31 October.  Another early 
start, good weather all day, and plenty of 
passengers too.  The CRT staff had joined 
in the fun, organising Children’s activities 
around the site including scary storytelling 

D
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on the Tunnel Boat and pumpkin carving 
at the Visitor Centre.  Lots of the staff had 
dressed up for the day – there were more 
witches around than a three week run of 
Macbeth, and a regular volunteer who 
asked not to be named, looked especially 
fetching in a Pumpkin outfit.  I think he 
may have pulled the short straw.

We ran until the sun went down and 
finished around 4.30.  Decorations 
removed, much metaphoric backslapping 
and happy crew smiles all round.  We’d 
had a great day and it was a perfect end to 
the cruising season.  Pity about Saturday, 
but in total we’d carried around 250 
people over two days so think we can say 
job done!

I asked last time I did an item for 
Halloween ‘was it worth it?’ Well, it takes 
a bit of time and effort to dress the boat 
up and don the fancy dress, but we’re 
Boat Crew so it gives us a chance to run 
the Shuttle a few extra days with lots 
of passengers and that’s what we enjoy 
doing.  It also gets plenty of people on 
board a boat on the Huddersfield Narrow 
Canal – there aren’t that many other 

opportunities to do this so that in itself 
is a good thing.  Hopefully the novelty 
value will make a few people smile and 
remember that they had a good day out 
courtesy of the Huddersfield Canal Society.  
As we’re now running on donations it’s 
not easy to compare the financial situation 
with previous years, but suffice to say we 
did OK and in total (including the gift aid 
element) income was comparable.

All the Halloween stuff has been put away 
now for another year.  The bats always take 
a bit of settling down, but they seem to be 
hibernating well in their little plastic tubs.  
The creepy cloth got rather too creepy this 
year so might need replacing for next year, 
and some bits fell off one of the skeletons 
- the black gaffer tape doesn’t really add 
to the ambience so those bones may have 
to be dispensed with for next year.  That’s 
the bad news.  The good news is that I 
always enjoy a bit of scary shopping, and 
Halloween props are pretty cheap!

Eric Woulds 
Volunteer Scary Shuttle Skipper

Perhaps a little too scary for some ...

D
ave Brannan



16 - Pennine Link Pennine Link - 17  

Freshly painted Lock 29E, Lingards 
Wood, enhancing the canal at this 
popular location.  Photos: Trevor Ellis

HCS Volunteer Activities in 2019 - Review
When I reviewed last year, I 
was optimistic that we could 
carry on maintaining the 
offside of the canal using the 
work boat.  My hopes came 
to nothing and we have since 
returned to being a towpath-
based group.  I can’t help 
feeling that someone is going 
to have to grasp the nettle as 
you can’t maintain a canal 
without getting on the water 
at some point.  I helped a 
single-handed boater earlier 
in the year and there are 
a number of places where 
offside vegetation is seriously 
encroaching.  It is also difficult 
to drive a boat straight into a 
number of the locks.  Several 
locks are also starting to look 
very overgrown.

Without the boat, we 
continued to work on litter 
collection and lopping, initially 
in Ashton and Stalybridge, 
though our enthusiasm for 
the latter suffered somewhat 
when the van was broken 
into with us working just a 
short distance away.  As luck 
would have it, we had almost 
completed our planned work 
in the area.  We returned to 
the east side and continued 
with the same work, briefly 
relieved by a bit of oiling as 
the boating season drew near.

We managed our seasonal 
switch to painting early in 
April at Ramsden Mills (Locks 
13E and 14E) and this became 
our major activity through 
till September, completing in 

addition 27E, 28E, 29E, 30E, 9E, 10E, 
11E, 7E, 6E and lastly 12E.  It could have 
been more, but the words “rain off” or 
“rain PM” appear in my record on no 
less than 6 occasions!  The picture shows 
what happens with the water-soluble 
paint if it rains before the paint has dried 
(inset right).  This happened on more 
than one occasion.

Since September it is back to the lopping 
and litter collection.  We also did some 
maintenance on the cyclepath that 
has been laid up as far as Milnsbridge.  

Between Birkhouse Bridge and Stony 
Battery, there were places where the 
vegetation was two-thirds of the way 
across the surface and there was some 
evidence that plants were starting to root 
in the surface, so this could become an 
annual event.

Trevor Ellis
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Stalybridge Volunteer Group
The Stalybridge Town Team (STT) 
sponsored group has met on a number 
of occasions since the last issue of this 
magazine.  Our last two sessions have 
however been beset by terrible wet 
weather conditions such that I had to 
cancel the October event which was a 
complete wash out.

The previous session in September was 
also very wet which was very unfortunate 
as we had around 20 Guides, Brownies 
and Rainbows together with their 
leaders with us on that day.  Despite the 
conditions they seemed to enjoy the 
experience and we collectively managed 
to gather a large amount of rubbish 
from around the town centre and along 
the canal.  We also made some inroads 
into removing weeds and overgrown 
vegetation from the towpath particularly 
along the offside, but this was also 
limited by the conditions.

As I write this piece our next session 
is coming up on 23rd November so 
hopefully, we’ll be able to do a lot more 
on the weed front as well as tidying up 
various canal side beds and planters.  
This is the last session for 2019 so there’ll 
be a little treat in store 
for the volunteers by 
way of a light buffet 
lunch courtesy of 
the Town Team on 
completion of our 
endeavours.

Next year we again plan 
to meet on the fourth 
Saturday of each month 
at Holy Trinity Church at 
9.30am for the briefing 
and a pre-start brew.  

If you would like more information or 
to join us please contact me direct on 
07765 914767 

(email peter.rawson@hotmail.co.uk)
or Dr Bob Gough at the HCS office.
The new volunteers’ cabin (pictured 
below) is now almost ready with just the 
external embellishments to complete.  
These will comprise images from around 
the town and space to acknowledge 
STT’s partner’s and sponsors as well of 
details of upcoming events.

Stalybridge Secure Moorings

I have had several meetings with various 
colleagues at the Canal and River Trust 
about this proposal and they have given 
their approval in principle.  The project 
now needs the approval of the Local 
Planning Authority (LPA-Tameside MBC) 
and the main issue will be to ensure that 
the proposed security arrangements close 
to the adjacent Listed Corn Mill and 
within the Stalybridge Conservation Area 
meet the requirements of the LPA.  I will 
keep you posted on our progress with 
this in future issues.

Peter Rawson
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Christmas Poser ...

Assumptions:
The Narrow Canal is 20mi in length: 9mi 
west and 8mi east of the Tunnel which is 
3mi long and takes 2hr to transit.  Each 
lock takes 20min to pass and because the 
Canal is ideal, boats can travel at a steady 
3mph.  Members are familiar with the 
numbers of locks on the Canal.

Answers on Page 31

Alan, aboard 
Merdeka, is moored 
up just below Lock 
1W in Ashton-u-
Lyne and Keith, 
aboard La Maitresse, 
is moored up just 
below Lock 1E in 
Huddersfield.

They have agreed to 
set off at the same 
time and navigate 
the Narrow Canal, 
and when they 
meet, moor up and 
head for the nearest pub for a well-
earned drink.

Alan is confident in knowing where they 
will meet, but when he gets there, Keith 
has yet to arrive.

1. Where does Alan moor up?

2. Why is Keith apparently late?

3. What is the name of the pub?

Below Lock 1W, Ashton-u-Lyne 

Below Lock 1E, Huddersfield

G
ill M

cC
ulley

Winter update on Volunteer Activities

Street Scene Greenfield Group

On the Canal Towpath 

The Group have met some 23 
times during 2019 to continue 
carrying out much needed work 
along their adopted sections of 
the tow path. 

Much of the time has been spent 
improving the part from Division 
Bridge to Manchester Road by 
widening the central path and 
laying many tonnes of fine gravel.  
Intrusive vegetation has also been 
cut back and/or removed.  

On one of the November sessions, 
when it rained relentlessly, the 
few stalwarts who braved the 
elements, cleared the steps 
leading down from both sides of 
Chew Valley Road to the towpath.  
(Pictured right:  Three very wet 
ladies, left to right, Jo, Steph and 
Janice; the photographer, Gill, was 
equally soaked!)  

Many thanks go to all the 
volunteers who have worked 
come rain or shine over the last 
12 months.  

Project dates for January 2020 
are:

Saturday 11th and Tuesday 21st
Dates for the rest of the year are 
currently under discussion.

There’s always a variety of tasks, some 
demanding and others lighter and easier.  
Come along and enjoy the fun, fresh air 
and light exercise.  

If you haven’t volunteered beforehand 
and would like to be included, please 
contact Gill on:

Tel: 07963 521195 
Email:  gillmcculley@yahoo.com

Everyone is always warmly welcomed
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Uppermill Community Action Network
September/October

U
C

AN

During September we were very pleased 
to receive assistance from a team of 
volunteers from the Finance Department of 
Oldham Council who spent a day clearing 
vegetation and tidying up around the Wool 
Road canal car park.  They enjoyed the 
day immensely and we plan to arrange a 
joint Project Day with them next year.  We 
are most grateful for their efforts, pictured 
below, at the entrance to the car park .

Two of our recent Project Days were 
surprisingly blessed with fine weather after 
we had to abandon the previous one owing 
to heavy rain.  We were finally able to do 
some painting to spruce up Wade Lock 
and its surroundings as a welcome break 
from balsam-bashing.  As well as treating 
the lock gates and paddle gear, the faded 
brown stained fencing was brightened up 
with white preservative to the rails and 
black to the posts (pictured below).  
We feel that the results have improved the 
vista of the approach to our village.

Whilst the painters were 
working, others were 
equally busy with litter-
picking and clearing 
vegetation along the 
towpath resulting in a 
much tidier pathway.

During the winter we 
plan to continue with 
vegetation and leaf 
clearance and also make 
a start on our pond 
project in the Viaduct 
Woodland.

Peter Killan

November
U

C
AN

There is still more to do and we are always 
pleased to welcome new members.   
Our programme for January 2020 is:-

Saturday 4th & Thursday 23rd
Getting involved in volunteering in the 
local environment is a great way of meeting 
other locals, enjoying some healthy 
exercise & fresh air, with a well earned hot 
drink and biscuit at the end!

All equipment is provided by CRT and you 
are recommended to wear stout footwear 
and suitable clothing for the weather 
conditions on the day.  

If you would like to get involved in our 
project days for this year, please contact 
UCAN’s Group Leader Peter Killan on: 

01457 878361, or e-mail at:  
peterkillan@hotmail.com  

Of course, you can keep updated on our 
Group’s activities by visiting our Facebook 

page, listed under: 
groups/1899154207069001

The usual meeting point is 10am at the 
canal bridge on Moorgate Street.

It’s always very heartening to hear such 
wonderful feedback from people walking 
by the canal on how they value the 
work we do on helping to keep the local 
environment clean and tidy and so it was 
the last two UCAN Project days where 
we met so many people out walking and 
enjoying the crisp sunny weather.

As we were blessed with such lovely 
dry weather, we concentrated on 
continuing the work commenced last 
month of painting Wade Lock and 
the team are now well on the way 
to finishing the task by the end of 
autumn.

As always, we focused on our regular 
litter-pick.  The results of our ongoing 
commitment to clearing litter is 
very evident and rewarding for the 
volunteers and the wider community.

We also had a general cutting back 
of overgrown shrubbery around the 
canal, tackling low overhanging trees, 
branches and overgrown shrubs to 
help to keep the canal pathway clear.

Lastly, with Autumn rolling towards 
Winter, our beautiful trees alongside 
the canal are falling dormant and 

shedding their lovely multi-coloured leaves.  
With the recent heavy rainfall the leaves 
have become quite wet and generally quite 
slippy.  UCAN volunteers have, therefore, 
helped clear the path with our annual 
sweep-up of the leaves from the canal-side 
which should make it much safer for us all 
to walk along.

Karen Williams
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Marsden Jazz Festival

Friday the 11th October

The day dawned, wet, unsurprisingly, for 
Marsden.  Undaunted, Syd and I dressed 
up the boat in a Mardi Gras style with 
balloons and coloured tape.  What a 
waste of time.  We had 11 passengers all 
day and we were seriously questioning 
our commitment and sanity when stood 
at the back of the boat in the pouring 
rain.  It had all seemed such a good 
idea when planning for the festival in 
August and Barney Stevenson had kindly 
promoted the Shuttle in the Marsden 
Jazz festival programme.

Saturday the 12th October

Our spirits were raised by the good 
weather.  Eric Woulds brought his 
stereo to play jazz on the Shuttle until 
Syd Barnett arrived at lunchtime to 
take over from Eric.  Syd brought his 
collection of hats which promoted 
much banter between passengers and 
crew.  Stuart Flockton started each 
trip with an illuminating talk about the 
canal, the Visitor Centre and a reminder 
to everyone that donations to the 
Huddersfield Canal Society would be 
welcome!  A very successful day today 
after the low of Friday.  We carried 
180 passengers and we did have music 
on board!  Some young lads joined 
the Shuttle on their way home from a 
music workshop where they had been 
making instruments out of scrap material, 
they extemporised with a riff on their 
comb and paper/tin cans and whistles 
at the front of the boat … perhaps jazz 
musicians of the future? 

Sunday the 13th October

Typical Marsden weather again, a grey 
overcast morning which turned into 
heavy rain in the afternoon.  Would this 
be a re run of Friday?  It was a slow start 
for Syd and myself but we were joined 
mid-morning by Mick O’Hara aka 
Shamus Oblivion and the Mega Death 
Morris Men fame.  A while ago, I had a 
chance encounter on the towpath with 
Shamus and this amazing musician 
promised to turn up on the Sunday of 
the festival with two of his mates, Sue 
Hayes, aka Saxy Sue and Ruth Wint, who 
refers to herself as a free range musician.  
These talented musicians (pictured top 
right at Tunnel End) gave freely of their 
time and energy and were a fantastic 
addition to the day.  While not strictly 
jazz, there were no complaints from the 
foot-tapping, hand clapping passengers.  
It was a treat to see children laughing and 
dancing along; Syd was doing a jig whilst 
steering the boat, I banged the beat out 
on the top step of the Shuttle.  A rousing 
day’s entertainment for all and a thrilling 
experience on the Shuttle, brilliant!   
127 passengers carried today.

So, from the gloom and despondency of 
Friday to the success and joy of Saturday 
and Sunday.  For us to attract the number 
of people we did over the two days, 
when there was no actual Jazz event 
at the Standedge Visitor Centre, was a 
triumph; what could happen if there was 
also a performance there?

Good company.  Good music.  Good 
shuttling.

John M Liversidge
Syd Barnett on the tiller.  Much improved 
weather for Saturday with an added bonus 
of improvised musical entertainment.
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Artistic Banner  

Our chairman writes:

Huddersfield Arts Society member  
Bob Hryndyj gained inspiration from the 
Narrow Canal in creating a painting of 
Lock 34E at Marsden. 

His artwork was exhibited at the 2018 
Art Society exhibition in Huddersfield Art 
Gallery. 

The entry not only won the public vote 
for favourite painting but it was used as 
the basis for a banner to recognise the 
winner and to publicise this year’s event.

It was the first time such a banner had 
been created for the exhibition and Bob 
was honoured to be the first recipient.

Lock 34E Marsden – An artist’s inspiration

The 1.67 metre by 0.8 metre banner 
adorned the reception desk at the 2019 
Art Society exhibition and when the 
exhibition was taken down, Bob could 
think of nowhere better for it to go that 
the Canal Society. 

It is certainly an eye-catching one to 
display on our stall so look out for it at 
future events. 

Who knows?  It might even inspire a 
canal based art exhibition.

Best wishes
Alan

cont’d over ...

Marsden Goods Shed - Addendum
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In the last Issue (207), I gave an account 
about the history of the Goods Shed 
built by the London & North Western 
Railway Company (LNWR) over the canal 
at Marsden.  Since then, my interest has 
continued and I’ve kept a ‘weather-eye’ 
out for anything that might add to the story.

As luck would have it, there is a file in the 
National Archives at Kew under PETITIONS 
AND MEMORIALS TO THE DIRECTORS  
entitled “From traders complaining of 
accommodation at Marsden Station for 
goods and mineral traffic” dated December 
1860 which also includes an internal 
response from the LNWR (RAIL 410/1535).  

The Memorial (below) has been signed by 
a list of Marsden traders including Robert 
Taylor and James Hirst, Ironfounders, 
William Schofield & Joshua Farrar, Coal 
Merchants, and John Dowse, Corn 
Miller, whose father, Joseph, erected the 
warehouse at Tunnel End, now the Visitor 

Centre.  The Memorialists list four major 
concerns and these extracts are of note:

“1st ... The Siding is the smallest & the worst 
to get goods away from of any Station on 
the line, from the points leading to the 
warehouse there is room for only fourteen 
Waggons on the outside Siding (the inside 
one being useless for loading or unloading 
upon) …”
“2nd  We beg to draw your attention to the 
immediate want of a powerful Crane, being 
a Station where very heavy Castings, Shafts 
Timber Stone &c are loaded & unloaded … 
by the hand labour hitherto used by you.”

“3rd  We are in great & immediate want of 
a few Coal Shoots & trust you will see the 
necessity of meeting our wants.”

“4th  We beg to draw your attention to the 
road leading from the Siding into the public 
Road being so narrow and at a right angle it 
is impossible to come out with any timber 
or lengthy article or back a waggon into the 
warehouse, consequently they have to cross 
the rails, weighing machine & Turntable the 
distance Signal having to be put on when 
doing so, rendering it very dangerous both 
to men & horses. …”

Thomas Kay (LNWR Manchester Goods) 
responded internally to H Morgan in 
Huddersfield on the 8th December 1860:

Goods Accommodation at Marsden
I return the memorial from the inhabitants of 
Marsden. Our Minerals business at Marsden 
has increased, and I would beg to recommend 
that the siding accommodation for Coals 
and Mineral Traffic be increased, that Coal 
Shoots be erected there as requested by the 
memorialists, and that a Crane for loading 
Stone be erected.  These also requires an 
improvement making in the road to the 
station.  For the present I do not recommend 
any enlargement of the Warehouse.

Thomas Kay
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1  Geoff Brown archive - typed notes to an aerial photo

(1st)  The reference to an inside siding is 
curious as the 1890 25” Ordnance Survey 
map does not indicate this.  However, 
a detail from a pre twin track, early 
1890s LNWR ownership plan (Fig.1) 
does show it aligned with the Turntable 
on the outside siding.  Such ownership 
plans utilised earlier base maps which 
were then annotated and coloured with 
various transactions that had taken place 
subsequently. The red hatching over the 
Goods Shed indicates the warehouse 
element had been sold by the LNWR at 
this time, though not clear when.

(2nd)  A 10 ton capacity Crane was erected 
and its base is still visible today (Photo 
1), albeit moved from its original location 
to the car park area for the Standedge 
Visitor Centre.  Cast by Richard Kitchin of 
Warrington, it is probable he also supplied 
the weighing machine and turntable on the 
siding to the Goods Shed.

(3rd)  The recommendation for Coal 
Shoots is difficult to confirm.  At the time 
of writing, I only have reference to a low 

quality scan of an ownership plan (Fig.2) 
said to be from 1866.  Nonetheless, it does 
indicate the Company’s provision was an 
area marked ‘Coal & Goods Yard’ between 
the sidings to the Shed and the Canal, as 
Thomas Kay suggested.  The 10 ton Crane 
is also marked in its original position.

It is worth mentioning that the London, 
Midland & Scottish Railway (LMSR) had 
incorporated the LNWR in 1923 and 
opened significant coal shoots at an 
enlarged goods yard in 1924(1), now the 
Visitor Centre car park.  The ‘shoots’ 
became derelict by the 1980s and sadly, 
they were ‘landscaped’ away as part of the 
car park works in the late 1990s.

(4th)  The Company also considered it 
expedient to improve “the road to the 
station.”  This is most likely access from 
the public road (original alignment of 
Station Road) to the ‘Coal and Goods 
Yard’ mentioned above, crossing the 
canal towpath at ‘M’ on the earlier plan.  
Assuming this crossing is contemporary with 
the Goods Shed’s construction (1853/4), it 

Turntable Weighing 
Machine

Goods Shed

FIGURE 1

Station Road
Planned Diversion 

of Station Road

G
eoff Brow

n Archive

Left: Base of the 10 ton Crane, now located at the 
Visitor Centre car park. 
Above: The LMSR Coal Shoots, opened in 1924; 
pictured by Geoff Brown in 1980.

would account for the ‘complaint’ about 
access with carriers having to “... cross the 
rails, weighing machine & Turntable ...” 
in that specific order.  I should point out 
that the brown tinted roadway in Fig.1 
represents a much later arrangement from 
1893, giving access to the site of the former 
Railway Iron Works, however, the two red 

Location of  
10 ton crane
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crosses at the entrance denote the towpath 
wall had been demolished in the past.

Although this Memorial from the traders 
has revealed new information about the 
Marsden Goods Shed and its environs, you 
can be certain the Shed stores more secrets 
to be revealed!

FIGURE 2

Bob Gough
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Navigated the Narrow 
and don’t have a plaque?

It is available at £5.00 for Society 
members with postage & packing £1.00 
per plaque.  An application form can be 
downloaded from our website:

http://www.huddersfieldcanal.com/#74-club

or simply send a cheque payable to 
‘Huddersfield Canal Society’ 

with a covering note to:
74 Club Plaque 

Transhipment Warehouse 
Wool Road, Dobcross 

OLDHAM  OL3 5QR

74 Club Members
We welcome the following intrepid 
boaters who have successfully  
navigated the Narrow in 2018/19 

C Royle  WESTMORLAND 
N Smith  CINDERS 
J Kastel  EOS 
M Savage TUNNEL’S END 
D Wood  JIMIVY 
M Simister IDLE JACK 
M Jordan TRANQUIL 
M Whenmouth SUFFOLK 
M Wharburton TAMARISK 
K Himsworth CHARLOTTE GRACE 
M Lewis  HAPPY DAYS 
Z Metcalfe ISAACRUSING 
N & A Morley HEARTSEASE 
W Cave  MELLORS KELLER 
D Blatchford THE LADY ADA 
S Cook  HANNAH 
K Cadle  MAB 
G Short  JUBILEE VENTURE 
G Short  SCOUTING VENTURE 
A Thistleton CORNWALL 
P Joyce  FLIPPER 
G Sieling  RENELEE 

S Fuller  NATTERJACK 
J Bee  BUSY BEE 
J Shackshaft TILLER GIRL II 
L Delic  CORNWALL 
G Burn  MISTY BLUE 
G Jones  DORIS 
R Chapman SEFTON

HUDDERSFIELD CANAL SOCIETY
welcomes the following new members in 2019

2916     Mr David Smith, Cleethorpes, North East Lincolnshire.
2917     Mrs Jean Wilkinson, Huddersfield, West Yorkshire.
2918     Mr Ian Montgomery, Thorngumbold, East Yorkshire.
2919     Ms Jayne Bailey, Ashton-under-Lyne, Lancashire.
2920     Mr Robert Walker, Huddersfield, West Yorkshire.
2921     Ms Wendy Cave & G Lunn, Hyde, Cheshire.
2922     Mr Stuart Crowther, Wakefield, West Yorkshire.
2923     Mr Andrew Barclay, Achnasheen, Highland.
2924     Mr Roger Hope, Oldham, Lancashire.
2925     Ms Sandra J Harling, Huddersfield, West Yorkshire.

COPY DATE

Articles, letters and comments 
for Issue 209 of Pennine Link 

should reach the Editor at  
Transhipment Warehouse, 

Wool Rd, Dobcross, OL3 5QR 
by Monday 2nd March 2020

MEMBERSHIP RATES

Individual £9.00 
Family £11.00 
Life £90.00 
Associate £15.00 
Corporate £150.00

ADVERTISING RATES
Page Per Issue Per Year

Qtr £12.50 £50.00

Half £25.00 £100.00

Full £50.00 £200.00

220 Club - 23rd Draw
This quarter, the Club 
benefits from 60 
subscriptions, so we can 
offer a Prize Fund of £144 
which means the first prize 
is £96 and the second 
prize, £48  The more who 
subscribe, the higher the 
prize fund offered for your 
£2 a month stake.

To join, you need 
to complete the form which can be 
downloaded from our website by following 
the Members’ Area link, or if you prefer, 
call the office and we’ll send you a paper 
copy by post.  Do consider completing a 
Standing Order and then you’ll never miss 
a draw.

For legal reasons, only Huddersfield Canal 
Society members are eligible to subscribe 
to HCS 220 Club, so if you are reading 
this and not a Society member, join us and 
then sign up to the 220 Club.

Such problems involving converging vehicles, including boats, are best solved by keeping 
one participant still and timing the other travelling the full distance; the time taken is 
halved and used to determine the meeting point.  So, halting Keith, Alan takes 24h40m for 
74 Locks, 5h40m for 17mi of canal and 2h for the 3mi Tunnel, a total of 32h20m, halved, 
16h10m which puts him just below Lock 42E for the meeting place.

1.  At the pound between Locks 42 and 41E.
2. Alan did not account for Keith being moored up facing away from the Narrow and 

having to wind at the University and hence, delayed.
3. Railway Hotel, Marsden.

Solution to Christmas Poser

AND here are the results of our twenty-
second quarterly draw:

Total Subscribers:  60 
Total Prize Fund:   £144

1st Prize:
Mrs H Harden    £96

2nd Prize:
Mr H Wainwright  £48

Congratulations to the prize winners!




